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Aspiring Artist’s Gift
By Sachiko Obara
My 14-year-old son, Eichiro, had a special plan for his summer vacation in Japan. He loved
to draw, and he decided to save money to purchase a professional tablet and software that
he could use to create his art.
Eichiro did careful preliminary online research to find out which tablet would be the best
for him, and he even went to the store with his father to see it in person. At the same time,
he eagerly looked for ways to earn money, even asking me to pay him for doing simple
household chores.
After some time, he saved up 55,000 Japanese yen (U.S.$500), and he ordered the tablet
online. “It will arrive soon!” he excitedly told me. Every three hours, he went online to
check the delivery status.
A few days later, the package arrived. Eichiro carefully opened it, checked the tablet’s
functions, and began to paint. For the next three days, he was like a professional artist
holed up in a studio. Then he emerged from his room and made an astonishing
announcement. “I’m thinking about giving the tablet away,” he said. He had seen a video,
produced by the Seventh-day Adventist Church in Japan, about a project to create a comicbook version of Ellen G. White’s The Great Controversy. In the video, he had seen a young
Adventist artist starting to work on the project with an old tablet.
“If I could get her to use my tablet, I think it would help her to get more work done,” Eichiro
said. “I’m asking God whether this is His will.”
At his insistence, I contacted the person in charge of the project and was put in touch with
the young artist. It turned out that she needed a tablet just like Eichiro’s. But when she
heard that Eichiro had worked so hard for it, she hesitated. So, I told her that Eichiro had
made the decision with much prayer. “I’ll accept the tablet gratefully,” she said.
I believe that the Holy Spirit touched my son’s heart in a powerful way. Before buying the
tablet, his only thoughts were about how to earn more money. But as the Holy Spirit
worked, his focus shifted from self to God and His mission work. I’m very happy that my
son heard God’s calling and was able to contribute to His work. Let’s all seek to obey God
just as honestly when He calls us to fulfill the mission of proclaiming Jesus’ soon coming to
the world.
This story is used with permission of Adventist Mission.
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Pray for our church members throughout Ukraine, Russia, and Eastern Europe.
Pray for the safety of all the volunteers, pastors, and others, who are seeking to help
the refugees in Ukraine.
Pray for the leadership of the Euro-Asia Division in the midst of these difficult times.
Pray that what the enemy means for evil, God would use for good, to save many.
Pray for the July 2nd Quarterly Day of Prayer based on the theme “Praying the Three
Angels’ Messages.” For materials, click here!

