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Crossing	My	Jordan	River	–	Part	2	
By	Don	MacLafferty	

	
We	had	a	“river	to	cross”	when	we	moved	to	Canada.	We	came	to	Lacombe,	Alberta,	with	
less	than	one	hundred	dollars	in	cash,	and	that	was	it.	Our	“river	to	cross”	was	that	that	we	
needed	to	find	a	place	to	rent	immediately.	
	
“Let’s	go	look	for	a	house	to	rent!”	I	said	to	my	wife	after	a	few	days	with	kind	friends.	April	
looked	at	me	with	big	question	marks	in	her	eyes,	“What	kind	of	house	are	we	looking	for	in	
the	less-than-a-hundred-dollar	range?”	she	asked.	
	
“Let’s	pray	that	God	will	help	us	find	the	house	He	wants	us	to	have,	and	then	we	will	trust	
that	He	will	bring	us	funds	to	rent	it,”	I	offered.	April,	Jessica,	and	I	began	to	look	for	a	place	
to	live.	We	knew	we	were	only	a	few	weeks	away	from	the	first	snowfall,	so	finding	a	place	
was	our	top	priority!	
	
We	finally	found	a	cute,	little	house	that	April	liked.	It	was	close	to	Jessica’s	school,	close	to	
the	grocery	store,	the	bank,	and	the	post	office.	“When	the	weather	gets	bad,	I	can	easily	get	
to	everything	I	need,	even	if	the	roads	are	slippery,”	April	said.	The	owner	told	us	the	
monthly	rent	and	that	he	needed	the	same	amount	for	a	security	deposit.	We	were	stunned!		
	
It	was	a	much	smaller	place	than	we	had	lived	in	for	a	very	long	time,	but	the	price	was	
more	than	we	were	used	to	paying.	We	prayed,	and	God	impressed	us	that	we	had	found	
the	right	place	to	live.	But	where	were	we	to	get	that	much	money?	We	had	no	clue.	
	
We	kept	praying,	and	God	impressed	us	to	step	into	the	proverbial	Jordan	River	and	cross	
it!	We	called	the	owner,	and	he	said,	“If	you	are	serious	about	renting,	better	get	it	quick.”	
“Great!”	I	said,	“I	will	be	over	tomorrow	evening	at	7:00	p.m.	to	sign	the	papers.”	
“Bring	your	rent	and	security	deposit,”	the	owner	added	helpfully.	Quietly	I	said,	“Yes,	sir.”	
	
That	night,	we	prayed	and	prayed.	The	next	morning,	we	prayed	and	claimed	God’s	
promises	to	take	care	of	all	our	needs—especially	Philippians	4:19:	“And	my	God	will	
supply	all	your	needs	according	to	His	riches	in	glory	in	Christ	Jesus.”	
	
I	went	to	an	early-morning	revival	where	I	was	speaking.	It	was	5:58	a.m.,	and	I	opened	my	
Bible	on	a	small	podium,	while	people	gathered	to	pray.	I	was	just	getting	ready	to	begin	
the	meeting	when	a	man	came	up	to	me,	grabbed	me	by	the	collar,	and	pulled	me	out	into	
the	hallway.	We	had	only	been	in	Canada	a	few	days.	My	mind	raced	to	think	of	what	
horrible	thing	we	could	have	done	to	anybody	to	cause	someone	to	publicly	yank	me	by	my	
collar	out	of	a	prayer	meeting.	I	was	completely	baffled.	
	



The	man	lowered	his	voice,	“This	morning,	I	was	walking	through	our	dark	house	to	come	
to	this	prayer	meeting.	When	I	passed	the	TV,	God	strongly	impressed	me	to	stop,	shove	my	
hand	above	the	TV,	and	grab	any	cash	I	had	there.	That	is	where	I	keep	my	cash	from	my	
jobs.	So,	in	the	dark,	I	grabbed	all	the	cash	lying	there	and	stuffed	it	into	this	envelope.	God	
told	me	you	needed	it!”	he	said	as	he	took	the	envelope	out	of	his	pocket	and	stuffed	it	into	
my	jacket	pocket.	Then,	giving	me	a	firm	push,	he	said,	“Now,	go	back	in	there	and	call	us	to	
a	revival.	We	need	it	around	here!”	
	
I	got	home	and	handed	April	the	envelope.	She	opened	it	and	began	to	count.	Her	eyes	
opened	wide,	“Wow!	After	returning	a	tithe	on	this	to	God,	we	have	enough	to	pay	the	
security	deposit!”	
	
“Awesome!”	I	replied.	My	dear,	practical	wife	softly	asked,	“What	about	the	other	half	of	
what	we	need	in	a	few	hours?	We	still	need	the	first	month’s	rent.”	
	
“I	know!”	I	replied.	“Let’s	thank	God	for	giving	us	the	security	deposit.	Let’s	ask	Him	to	
provide	all	we	need.”	
	
Over	the	next	few	hours,	we	checked	the	post	office	box	to	see	if	God	had	sent	us	any	
money.	Nothing.	We	checked	our	voicemail	messages,	email	messages,	and	texts.	There	was	
nothing.	“What	are	you	going	to	do?”	asked	April.	“It’s	time	for	you	to	go	and	sign	the	
papers	and	pay	the	first	month’s	rent.”	
	
“I	am	going	to	put	my	feet	in	the	Jordan!”	I	replied.	My	heart	was	thumping	as	I	pulled	up	to	
the	rental	house	to	meet	the	owner.	I	fingered	the	envelope	with	half	of	what	we	needed.	
“God,”	I	ventured,	“You	can	multiply	this	cash	just	like	you	multiplied	the	five	barley	loaves	
and	two	fish.	We	need	your	help.”	
	
I	rang	the	doorbell.	The	owner	welcomed	me	in	and	asked	abruptly,	“Did	you	bring	the	
money	for	the	rent	and	the	deposit?”	
	
I	couldn’t	lie.	I	replied,	“Here	is	the	money	I	brought.”	
	
We	sat	down	at	the	kitchen	table.	I	placed	the	envelope	with	the	cash	for	the	security	
deposit	on	the	table	and	slowly	pushed	it	across	to	the	owner.	
	
I	watched	that	envelope	like	a	hawk.	I	knew	God	had	the	power	to	double	my	money.	This	is	
going	to	be	quite	a	miracle!	I	said	to	myself.	The	owner	began	counting	the	money	from	my	
envelope.	I	was	excited	to	see	how	God	was	going	to	part	the	waters	for	the	river	crossing.	
When	the	owner	had	counted	the	number	of	hundred-dollar	bills	that	would	pay	for	a	
security	deposit,	he	stopped.	He	looked	in	the	envelope	for	the	rest	of	the	money.	There	
was	nothing	more.	
	
He	stared	me	right	in	the	eyes	without	smiling.	He	was	waiting	for	my	explanation	or	my	
excuse	for	bringing	only	half	of	what	was	needed.	I	didn’t	flinch,	neither	did	I	say	a	word.	
“Well,”	he	asked,	“This	is	all	you	brought?”	
	



“Yes	sir!	It’s	all	I	brought,”	I	answered.	
	
“Hmmmm.”	He	stared	at	the	lonely	stack	of	insufficient	hundred-dollar	bills.	“I’ll	tell	you	
what.	I	will	take	this	as	the	security	deposit,	and	you	can	have	the	first	month	rent	free.	
Let’s	sign	the	rental	agreement.”	
	
I	could	not	have	signed	faster!	We	crossed	our	river,	and	God	parted	the	waters!	
	
Don is a disciple of Jesus, a husband to April for more than 30 years, a dad to Jason, Julie and 
Jessica and founder/president of In Discipleship. God has moved Don’s heart to call young and 
old to a daily revival with Jesus. He mobilizes churches and schools to partner in equipping 
parents to disciple their children and prepare them for mission. 
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• Pray	for	the	24-Hour	prayer	event	taking	place	this	Sabbath	called	

“1Mind4EasternEurope.”	Pray	that	believers	from	around	the	world	would	join	this	
time	of	prayer	lifting	up	the	arms	of	our	brothers	and	sisters	in	Eastern	Europe.		

• Pray	for	the	safety	of	all	the	volunteers,	pastors,	and	others,	who	are	seeking	to	help	
the	refugees	in	Ukraine.		

• Pray	for	our	Russian	church	members	both	in	Russia	and	in	other	countries	around	
the	world.	Pray	they	would	have	wisdom	and	courage	in	this	current	crisis.	

• Pray	for	the	unity	of	the	church	and	its	members	throughout	the	Euro-Asia	Division.		
• Pray	for	the	Rutul	people	who	live	in	South	Russia.	Only	0.05%	are	believers,	and	

they	don't	have	the	Bible	in	their	own	language,	although	it	is	currently	being	
translated.	Pray	that	more	Rutul	will	be	introduced	to	Christ's	love	through	the	
Scriptures.	

		
	
	


