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The Cat and the Colporteur
By Andrew McChesney
Young literature evangelist Simo Vehkavuori stopped at a well-kept house near Turku,
Finland’s oldest city and former capital, in the middle of winter, and showed his books to
two unmarried sisters who lived there.
To his surprise, the sisters quickly ordered a copy of every book. Then they left him
standing alone in the living room. He did not dare leave.
Finally, one of the sister came downstairs with a big cat tucked under an arm. “Mister,
aren’t you going to do anything to this cat?” she said.
“What should I do?” Simo asked.
“Aren’t you the vet whom we just called?” she said.
“No,” he said. “I’m a literature evangelist.”
For years afterward, the sisters told their friends with peals of laughter about how they had
mistaken Simo for a vet and thought that they had to buy his books in order for him to treat
their cat.
The sisters kept the books.
On another occasion, Simo went to a forest to eat lunch and pray on a Friday afternoon.
“Before this week ends, Jesus, give me an opportunity to witness for You,” he prayed.
After eating, he knocked on the door of a farmhouse.
“I’m selling this book,” he said, holding out a copy of Ellen White’s The Great Controversy,
to the woman who opened the door.
“I’m not at all interested in the book that you are selling,” the woman replied. “But I would
like to hear what Jesus means to you.”
After Simo described his love for Jesus, the woman spoke.
“Let’s go to the backroom and pray on our knees together,” she said.

At that moment, her adult daughter came to the door. “Join us,” the woman told her
daughter. “Your knees need to bend in prayer, too.”
After praying, Simo prepared to leave. The woman followed him out the door. “I’d like to
order the book that you showed me,” she said.
It was then that Simo realized that the woman had an interest in spiritual matters. When a
pastor started evangelistic meetings in the area sometime later, Simo introduced him to the
family. The pastor held Bible studies in the farmhouse, and the family joined the Seventhday Adventist Church. Today, the woman’s granddaughter is an active church leader in
Finland’s capital, Helsinki.
Andrew McChesney is the editor of Adventist Mission. For more great testimonies, visit
AdventistMission.org.
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Pray for literature evangelists around the world. Pray that God will help us
all become our own literature evangelists with GLOW tracts.
Pray for Global Youth Day which will occur March 19th when youth around the
world will find creative ways to reach the “forgotten” members of society.
Pray for the hundreds of people who joined the 1Mind4China 24-hour prayer event
that happened last weekend. Pray that they will continue to see the beauty and
power in collective prayer.
Pray for the Afshari people of Iran. Many large families live in hand-woven tents.
This people group of 383,000 are semi-nomadic and are connected to the world by
radio. Currently, there are no Christians among the Afshari. Pray that radio
programming sharing Christ's love will soon be available in their dialect.

