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famous LEnglish evangelist, said, “O Lord, give me souls,
or take my soul.”

missionary, cried as he knelt on India’s coral strands, “Here
let me burn out for God.”

missionary to the North American Indians, 1718-1747, de-
clared, “Lord, to Thee I dedicate myself. Oh, accept of me,
and let me be Thine forever. Lord, I desire nothing else; I
desire nothing more.”

1879-1471. said, “Give what Thou wilt, and how much
Thou wilt, and when Thou wilt. See me where Thou wilt,
and deal with me in all things as Thou wilt.”

implored, “Use me, then, my Saviour, for whatever purpose
and in whatever way Thou mayest require. Here is my poor
heart, an empty vessel; fill it with Thy grace.”

prayed on the night preceding his appearance before the
Diet of Worms: “Do Thou, my God, stand by me against
all the world’s wisdom and reason. Oh, do it! Thou must
do it. Stand by me, Thou true, eternal God!”

prayed when as a young missionary candidate he knelt on
the banks of the Lossie: “O Lord, send me to the darkest
spot on earth.”

a missionary in India, pleaded, “Father, ===
give me these souls, or I die.” =79\

—Wesleyan Methodist
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EDITORIAL

Rocks

or

Resurrections?

LET’S STOP PICKING UP STONES AND START PICKING UP PEOPLE

TONES were tightly clutched by dead-in-

sin Pharisees and scribes. Some hands
were empty, but eyes fastened to brains
ready for murderous action had spotted
rocks lying here and there in the dust.
These “twice dead” (Jude 12) sons of Sa-
tan, like wild waves of the sea, stormed
around Christ and the condemned. This
was the scene when the woman caught in
adultery was dragged into the presence of
Jesus. The situation was tense. Adultery
was involved. Lost humanity becomes in-
terested and excited when sex is the focal
point. Hollyweod would go bankrupt with-
out a carnal focus.

A Human Guinea Pig

The plot involved a whole brood of
preachers and religious leaders. The full
ugliness of this episode takes shape when
we realize that here was a premeditated
and executed plan for the dual purpose of
stoning both Jesus and the woman. Se-
cretly the accusers may have hoped that a
mob-violence spree would result in their
death. This thought jolts our senses two
ways. First, why kill the Creator and Sus-
tainer of life? Second, we are horrified by
the fact that the woman was merely a
pawn, a human guinea pig, used as one
mngredient in an explosive experiment for
destroying the Lord. The imagination of
a person with any sensitivity left in his
conscience nearly explodes when he wit-
nesses not only the ultimate goal but the
recipe followed to achieve that goal. This
story offers proof of “man’s inhumanity to
man’’!

Ants and Washbowls

There was no concern for the woman'’s
soul or feelings. One of those leaders with
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a rock in his fist had seduced the woman.
The exploitation of their victim was of no
more consequence than stepping on an
ant. Their conniving actions resembled
dirty rings around a washbowl. What a
contrast between these men and the Sav-
iour! The first noticeable difference was
that Christ was totally unconcerned about
Himself or the rebellious crowd. This was
unique. Most men, ministers included, put
into a similar situation immediately think
and act in harmony with laws of self-pres-
ervation. It would be a battle for survival.
But to the amazement of all, Christ thinks
of one thing only—the trembling adul-
teress bowed before Him.

Secret Passwords

The second noticeable difference is the
striking way He defeated His murderous

Cover Picture

Pastor Wesley Amundsen has a small
stone mounted on a wooden base (see cover
picture) on his office bookcase. This strik-
ing visual aid was designed and presented
to him by a woman whom he knew in the
early days of her Christian experience.
Somewhere along the way she had stumbled
and her unjust accusers “stoned” her out
of their presence. But she had been made
whole again, and this “stone” was to be to
her and to others who might read the in-
scription a reminder, “Let him who is with-
out sin cast a stone.” Seeing the stone and
hearing the story inspired Elder J. R.
Spangler to write this article, “Rocks or
Resurrections?”




opponents. No accusing finger. No flam-
ing words of justice. No appeal for mercy.
No defense for the woman or selfl Just a
silent scrawling of vivid words in the dust.
Secret passwords that unlocked hidden re-
cesses of filthy souls. The eyes of the mob
read every word, every phrase. Counte-
nances changed from gleeful hate to terror
as their dirty characters were hung out on
the clothesline of public inspection. Then
Jesus stood erect. He gave permission for
the execution to take place, but on condi-
tion! “He that is without sin among you,
let him first cast a stone at her” (John 8:
7). Stooping down the second time, He
continued flashing the exposing search-
light of truth on His enemies.

False Perfectionism Fades

In a few moments that particular Tem-
ple court corner was deserted. Every per-
fectionist in the crowd decided he was im-
perfect and suddenly remembered a previ-
ous appointment. Christ’s strong protest
against sin exhibited by tracing them in
the dirt had its effect not only upon the ac-
cusers but also upon the accused. Further-
more, she thought she heard her own
death sentence when the Lord said, “. . .
let him first cast a stone . . .” When she
dared glance around, her accusers were
gone! She was left alone in the presence of
One who knew no sin! She was now under
the convicting power of Christ’s righteous-
ness. At first this was a terrifying experi-
ence. Sinfulness in the presence of sinless-
ness. Imperfection before perfection. Im-
purity next to absolute purity. Sin is sin,
but more horrible and awful in the pres-
ence of One who was a total foreigner to
sin. Anyone under the least conviction of
the Holy Spirit knows the feelings of hor-
ror when his character is compared with
the character of our Loxd.

Miracle of Miracles

Breathlessly she awaits judgment from
this divine Person. But to her astonish-
ment Christ didn’t excuse or accuse her!
He resurrected her! Hope and help were
hers as the Lord of power said the life-giv-

ing words of forgiveness and re-creation.
“Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin
no more.” This command was the begin-
ning of eternal life for a woman who a
short time before was counted among the
dregs of humanity. A woman who was
dead in sin now felt the resurrection power
of Jesus uplifting her to a new lfe of
beauty and obedience. This miracle of con-
version towers like a Mt. Everest above
any healing miracle Christ performed. We
would much rather see a withered and
blighted life made whole than a lame limb
physically restored.

“He Restoreth My Soul”

With grateful emotion she threw herself
before the Lord with a heart bursting with
love and repentance. The Iord shared
with her His future resurrection experi-
ence. Just as the stone was to be hurled
from His tomb by powerful angels, so the
Lord caused those stones to be dropped
from the hands of Satan’s agents who
clamored for her life. Just as the Lord was
to be delivered from His rocky cell of
death, so the Lord emancipated this
woman from both her accusers and her
own guilty conscience—a prison as strong
as a tomb. She was free, free from God’s
condemnation, free from self-condemna-
tion, free from her spiritual malady. With
the psalmist she could triumphantly declare,
“He restoreth my soul”!

Slay or Save?

Ministers are privileged to share this dy-
namic news with the world. Of course, to
share it with others means we must first
experience it ourselves. The religious lead-
ers during the time of Christ’s sojourn on
earth rejected this marvelous power. Re-
jection led to the awful result of seeking
to condemn, to kill, to destroy, to ruin
those whom they should have led into a
resurrection experience. They should have
been able to lead sinners from enslavement
in sin to the freedom of righteousness in
Christ Jesus. But alas, their love of praise,
selfishness, and ease led them to actions of
destruction.
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Celestial Court Records

Today the world has no lack of self-
righteous, self-sufficient, critical human be-
ings. Testimony against people far out-
weighs testimony for people! Heavenly
record books are crammed with words,
thoughts, and actions against people while
plenty of blank pages are still left in the
records for positive entries.

The question is, Where are those who
hate sin but love the sinner? Where are
the ones who are willing to deny them-
selves a life of ease in order to show men
how to be resurrected from their graves of
vice and evil? We need no feeble excusing
of sin nor lowering of standards. But we
do need a converted ministry and laity
who know how to slip tender arms around
precious heings in error and gently point
them to Christ, the only hope for the hope-
less. We need men who will help and hold
rather than harm and hurt. I firmly be-
lieve that the majority of souls who do any
thinking at all about their own spiritual
condition feel extremely helpless and
alone. It seems so needless to emphasize
how deep in the pit of sin they are unless
a greater emphasis can be placed upon
the resurrection ladder available to them
for climbing up out of the mud of death.

Pick Up People Not Stones

There is a blizzard of material sweeping
through the mails concerning perfection.
Could we imagine a rock in the hand of
one who knows the power of Christ’s res-
urrection in his own life? Can one in
whom dwells the Spirit of Jesus hurl a
stone at a fellow being? If all true Chris-
titans could be gathered into a gigantic
arena and have set before them some poor
sinner, and then listen to the challenge,
“Those without sin, start throwing stones,”
not a move would be made. No converted
man or woman would stoop to pick up a
stone. The entire assemblage would stand
there with bowed hearts and empty hands.
If any of us who read these words have
stones of condemnation, censure of hypoc-
risy in our hands, let us drop them, and
with one hand take hold of the hand of
Christ and with the other grasp the hand
of the spiritually needy person.

As ministers, let us help our people to
stop picking up stones and start picking
up people! Let lips stop shouting, “You're
a sinner” and start pleading, “Go, and sin
no more!” We must never preach a ser-
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mon against evil without offering hope to
the sinner that a resurrection life can be
his. Never condemn a single sin without
giving practical instruction on how to over-
come sin. Never talk against evil unless
we are free from evil ourselves and can
show others the secret of victory. The finest
way to condemn sin is to show how God
gives men the power to overcome sinning.
The most effective way to make people
hate sin is to proclaim the immediate res-
urrection power of the Lord Jesus Christ.
When we know it ourselves the world will
wonder in amazement as they see written
across our lives those words of living
beauty, “Nevertheless I live, yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me.”

Let the Modernist Drown

The certainty of a literal resurrection
for the dead at Christ’s second coming is
known by those who live a resurrected life
here and now! Those who doubt a coming
resurrection are those who violate His com-
mands in daily living. Those who believe
are those who live in harmony with His,
will. Those who deny the supernatu'r'al?
element of the resurrection power avail-
able for hearts today are the defeated. Let
infidels rage and skeptics spue out their
sarcasms and doubts. Let the modernist:
drown in his own self-conceit as he tears
the very heart out of God’s precious Word
by denying the miraculous power of con-
version. Those who reject the resurrection
experience join the ranks of the hopeless
and the heartless. :

As workers together with God we must:
help those shackled with habits of indul-
gence, who are chained to the whipping'
posts of doubt and unbelief, who are
sealed in the tomb of defeat. “Come out!
Break loose! Be unfastened by simply hear-
ing and believing the Word of the Living
God” must be our message. Fling into the
ears of Satan the lifegiving words, I am
“alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Rom. 6:11).

What is our message this Eastertide, fel-
low preacher? Defeat or victory? Life or
death? Sin or righteousness? Doubt or be-
lief> Rocks or resurrections? J. R. S

Common sense is seeing things as they are and
doing things as they should be done.

The trouble with blowing your own horn is that
it leaves no wind for climbing.




“THESE
ARE
GREAT
DAYS!”

OT everyone thinks that these are

great days. But really, if you were
given your choice, would you exchange this
generation for any other? Would you want
to live in any other age? Think of what
is being accomplished these days. True,
there are problems. But real leaders are
never confounded because of problems.
Men were made to surmount difficulties.

No challenge was ever greater than that
of carrying the gospel to all the world in
this hectic hour. If we but believe it, the
challenge becomes the chance, the opposi-
tion the opportunity. Think of what Provi-
dence has provided as aids for the accom-
plishment of this high purpose. When Is-
rael left Egypt, God made a sea dry land.
But today not only a small sea but every
ocean becomes a way and the air an ave-
nue. Nothing is a barrier to God. No iron
curtain can stifle His message of grace.

“Who would set the briers and thorns
against me in battle?” saith the Lord. *I1
would go through them, I would burn
them together” (Isa. 27:4). How many
times we have seen God accomplish what
seemed to be the impossible.

The four words of our title were spoken
by Sir Winston Churchill in a speech de-
livered to the boys at Harrow School in
1941. They sum up the spirit of this man
who changed the history not only of his
own nation but of the free world. Fifty
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years earlier he had sat in those same halls
in Harrow; he had studied in those same
rooms. Those were more or less politically
quiet days. Now the world was at war.
Cities were being bombed and danger
lurked on every street. No one could tell
what a day would bring forth. A tense and
eager audience listened to him say:

Do not let us speak of darker days, let us
rather speak of sterner days. These are not dark
days: these are great days—the greatest days our
country has ever lived; and we must all thank
God that we have been allowed, each of us ac-
cording to our stations, to play a part in making
these days memorable in the history of our race.

One’s attitude to danger is vital. Psy-
chologists tell us that we do not run be-
cause we are afraid, but rather we are
afraid because we run. Paul says, “Having
done all, to stand. Stand therefore.” With
a course to defend, a man can rise to great
heights. And Churchill’s absolute dedica-
tion to a cause is an example to all who
are called to leadership. Could we say it
has a particular lesson for the ministry of
the Advent Movement? In the darkest
hours of the struggle when some were say-
ing, “There is no use going on,” the in-
domitable spirit of this man rose to the
occasion. To him defeat was unthink-
able; victory was certain, though it be
through “blood, toil, tears, and sweat.”
Even in his teens he sensed that he was
walking with destiny. He made enemies,
as great leaders always do, but when he
died official representatives from 113 na-
tions walked behind his flag-draped coffin.

Many things about this man we could
not emulate, but bis indomitable spirit and
dedication have never been surpassed in
human history. Had he known and fol-
lowed the principles of healthful living, he
might have lived many more years. He did
not reach nine decades because he smoked
and drank heavily, but in spite of it.

He had rare gifts, and none was greater
than his ability to use the English language.
Rarely has there been one who could em-
body so much in a sentence. His was not
exactly spontaneous oratory; it was stud-
ied declamation. The world remembers
not only what he said but how he said it.
And there again is a lesson for us as min-
isters. The power of words is tremendous.

The cause we serve is far greater than
that of national safety. It is not bound up
with time but with eternity. It is as much
greater as heaven is higher than the
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earth. Leaders who not only sense responsi-
bility but give their whole lives for a
cause are hard to find. God is looking for,
and the church desperately needs, men
with clear vision, deep conviction, and un-
swerving loyalty; men who are “as true to
duty as the needle to the pole”; men who
are unafraid in the face of the biggest chal-
lenge; men who instead of wailing be-
cause of the tragic times to which we have
come are able to say, “These are great
days.” Our churches need more than an
analysis of their failures. No inspiration
comes from talking defeat. Victory must be

our watchword, victory over sin and self-
ishness here and now, and then final vic-
tory over every form of rebellion at the
return of our Lord.

John Wesley said, “Give me fifty young
men that fear nothing but sin and I will
shake the world.” Jesus chose only twelve,
and one of those turned traitor. But
through the eleven and the converts they
made, God turned the world upside down.
Those were great days, but ours are greater.
Then let us to our tasks and lead the
church of God to victory.

R. A. A.

Honest With God

BERNARD E. SETON

Deparimental Secretary, Southern European Division

SoMmE time ago a certain
bishop was confined to
bed for about three
months. During his en-
forced rest he did some
theological thinking and
prepared material for a
book that has since be-
come world famous. The
writer is Dr. John A.
T. Robinson, Anglican
bishop of Woolwich, in
The book?~—Honest to

South ILondon.
God.

The slim volume (141 pages) was an
immediate best seller. In fourteen months
it passed through ten editions, and is still
selling apace. A reading of the book, how-
ever, makes some wonder why it achieved
such fame, for it is not well written, and it
contains very little original thought. It is
largely a compilation of other men’s
thoughts—as the author admits. Why,
then, the stir that attended this publica-
tion?

Any answer to a query concerning the
book’s popularity must deal with its thesis,
which in simple language may be fairly
summarized as follows:

Our long-held anthropological ideas of
God are invalid, and should be abandoned
along with our outmoded concepts of a
flat earth with heaven above and hell be-
neath. We should go further, urges Robin-
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son: we should jettison all ideas of a per-
sonal God, a Supreme Being who exists
apart from ourselves in some other section
of space. We should, in harmony with the
scientific thought of our age, be ready to ac-
knowledge God as “‘the Ground of our be-
ing’'—that is, the very center of our own
consciousness—and as nothing more. The
bishop, in fact, recommends a religion that
dispenses with all thought of a personal
transcendent Deity, and a Christianity
that speaks only of a human Christ.

This thesis, as before suggested, is by no
means original with the bishop of Wool-
wich. The greater part of the author’s
thought is drawn from the writings of Paul
Tillich, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and Rudolf
Bultmann, men whose names carry consid-
erable weight in contemporary theology
but whose views are known to be incompat-
ible with conservative teaching. The ac-
claim that greeted Robinson’s book no
doubt arose from the fact that he had gath-
ered scattered ideas on one topic—mod-
ern interpretations of the nature of God—
between the covers of a slim paperback,
that he expressed those ideas in slightly less
technical language than that of his main
sources, and, above all, that such thoughts
harmonize with the antitheistic spirit of
our age, a spirit that is glad to dispense
with God and to cry, “Glory to man in the
highest! for man is the master of things.”
Dr. Robinson has told the world just what
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the world today has wanted to hear.

But let us utter no cheap jibes against
the author of Honest to God and his fel-
low travelers. The bishop has written sin-
cerely; he is being honest. But millions of
honest men have traveled wrong roads be-
fore him and reached wrong conclusions,
and we believe the bishop is keeping them
company. We, however, must recognize
that he 1s taking thousands upon thousands
with him. There is no doubt that his phi-
losophy is shared, in varying degrees, by the
vast majority of Western men. The num-
ber of those who believe in the personal
God portrayed in the Bible and in the di-
vine-human Jesus Christ of the New Testa-
ment is a small number indeed. And it is
better for us to face that distasteful fact
than to delude ourselves, to hide our heads
in the sand of ignorance, and to refuse to
recognize the current climate of opinion.
Here there is no bliss in ignorance and no
folly in being wise.

This situation presents our evangelists,
our Bible teachers, our theological stu-
dents, and our administrators with a grave
and inescapable problem, namely: How
can we effectively preach the Advent mes-
sage to such an educated but skeptical gen-
eration? How can we persuade men to re-
spect the Bible that they have abandoned,
to believe in the God they consider out-
moded, and to follow the Christ they judge
to be divested of all meaningful divinity?

Can we, if we wish, bypass the problem
and work only for those who are relatively
unaffected by modern trends, or who are
simple enough to be unconcerned with
contemporary opinion? But those people
are becoming increasingly fewer in num-
ber and are generally drawn from the least
thoughtful classes. If we content ourselves
by ministering only to this minority we
shall be guilty of neglecting the greater
part of mankind, and shall be leaving a
mass of humanity unaided, unaffected by
the message we have been commissioned to
preach. We must face the challenge of our
age and find a way or ways of meeting its
Godiessness and overcoming its baleful un-
belief. How can we do this?

First we must prayerfully think. Some of
the theologians with whom we so readily
disagree have thought far more deeply
than some of us have ever dreamed of do-
ing. We need to do some down-to-earth
and up-to-heaven thinking—to think
deeply and highly about God, Christ, and
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His word. We need to measure up to the
mental activity of those with whom we dif-
fer; then, and not till then, we may gain a
hearing and earn their respect, even if we
do not gain their instant conversion.

But we need to do more than this. We
need to consider our message in the light
of the age in which we live. This is not
heretical counsel. Noah, Moses, Paul—all
the great evangelists—worked that way,
and we should work similarly. We should
restudy our doctrines and find ways of
formulating them in twentieth-century
rather than nineteenth-century terms. The
essence of the doctrines need not change,
but our ways of expressing them must make
God’s doctrine obvious to twentieth-cen-
tury man. Such expression will not be easy,
but it will be well worth attempting.

We then need to present to modern man
a persuasive basis for belief in the Bible as
the ever-relevant word of God. The ques-
tion of inspiration, the inspiration of the
Scriptures, lies at the very foundation of
our faith and the very root of modern un-
belief; and until we settle that question
for ourselves, we are wasting our time in
trying to build on shifting sand. Next, we
need to clarify our own 1deas of the God
revealed in the Bible, and to learn to in-
troduce thoughtful men and women to His
personality and His power. Then the Son
of God in the person of the Son of man
must be convincingly portrayed to our con-
temporaries; and the Holy Spirit, who
alone can guide all men to truth, must be
set forth as an eternal third of the eternal
Trinity. When these four beliefs are
squarely established, the remainder of
our message will be relatively simple to
present. Unless these four are accepted, we
shall never make headway with today’s in-
telligentsia.

Let us, then, be honest with God and
give Him the very best and highest con-
sideration of which we are capable. Let us
study His Word thoughtfully, with an ev-
er-deepening understanding of its teach-
ings. Let us study to find not a string of
so-called proof texts with which to smite
opponents but rather to uplift Jesus Christ
as Creator and Redeemer. Paul declares
that it is “the preaching of the cross,”
which “is the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:18),
that will demand the attention of the
thoughtful, and will bring the sincere face
to face with One before whom they will
bow and confess, “My Lord and my God.”

THE MINISTRY




Broken to Be Given

E. L. MINCHIN

Field Secretary, General Conierence

TuERE is only one mir-
acle that has been re-
corded by all four NT
evangelists, and that is
the feeding of the five
thousand. There must
be a reason for this.
There is a reason. In one
verse we read of this mir-
acle of mercy motivated
by love. “And he com-
manded the multitude
to sit down on the grass, and took the five
loaves, and the two fishes, and looking up
to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave
the loaves to his disciples, and the disci-
ples to the multitude” (Matt, 14:19).

There is more to this miracle than we
see on the surface. There are depths here
that have not been explored. “In Christ’s
act of supplying the temporal necessities
of a hungry multitude is wrapped up a
deep spiritual lesson for all His workers.”
—The Desire of Ages, p. 369. It was more
then a creative act. It was a prophetic
act. In the multitude Jesus saw the desti-
tution of the human race, hungry, depend-
ent, with no leadership, and the night com-
ing on. We talk of the feeding of the five
thousand, but if we count one woman and
two children to each man, there would
be fifteen to twenty thousand people.

Superabundance in the Hands of Jesus

Five loaves and two fishes! How hope-
lessly inadequate were such slender re-
sources. How utterly absurd they must have
appeared to the disciples. But broken by
the hands of Jesus they did the impossible.
Just so, the utter destitution of the world,
the overwhelming greatness of our task,
and the tragic inadequacy of our human
resources placed in His hands will bring a
superabundance of the divine provision.
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What were Jesus’ emotions and thoughts
as He took the loaves and fishes, looked
at the hungry multitude, lifted His eyes to
heaven, and then “brake, and gave™? In
John's gospel the record of the feeding of
the five thousand is followed immediately
by the discourse on the bread of life.
Within a year Jesus Himself sat with His
disciples in the upper room and instituted
the sacramental service. And the bread He
broke that night represented His broken
body. Unquestionably, Jesus saw Himself
in those loaves and fishes. It was not His
object only to feed and clothe men. He
had something more imperishable for them
and for His disciples. He said, “I am the
bread of life” (John 6:35). He knew that
the blessing of life through Him could
come in only one way. He must be taken;
He must be broken; He must be given. If
His body, His heart, and His whole life
had not been broken, His precious life
could never have been given, and we would
be without hope. The miracle of the loaves
and fishes was symbolic of His own sacri-
fice for the redemption of the world.

We Must Be Broken

There is a special sense in which every
preacher, every evangelist, is called to fol-
low in His footsteps. He says to us, “My
servants, you too must be taken, and you
must be broken if you would be given.”
This is where this miracle of the feeding of
the five thousand proclaims a powerful
message, especially to the ministry. We are
to act in His stead. We are His under-
shepherds, standing in Christ’s place be-
fore the people. We all know that we have
been taken. Years ago He took us for Him-
self to make us His servants. We all long
to be given. Back of each minister is a con-
gregation of hungry, needy people, so des-
perately in need of the bread of life. We
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feel so inadequate. Oftentimes the people
are largely unresponsive to the Word of
God. Many a minister has been well nigh
despairing because of the apparent fruit-
lessness of his ministry and the unrespon-
siveness of the people. Sin and worldliness
seem to flourish, while the Word of God
languishes.

There are many causes for this. Is it pos-
sible, however, that we ourselves, the min-
isters, are one of them? We would not sug-
gest that any among us has not been taken,
that we have not been called, or that we
are not converted. There could be no
greater anomaly than this—a Christian
minister who is not converted, and whose
service is merely a formality. We have all
been taken. We have felt the grip of that
pierced hand in ours. We have no doubt
about that. But, brethren, that of itself is
not enough. The Old and New Testa-
ments tell us that to be called is not
enough. The ministry of God’s men down
through the ages reveals the same truth.
And our own experience tells the same
story. Note the expression “He took . . .
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and brake it.” Before
Christ was given, He
was broken. What do
we know about that?
Unbroken bread can
never be given. Per-
haps here lies the
secret of the failure
of many a ministry.

Complete Surrender
Necessary

Abraham was
broken; then he was
given. You will find
on this side of Moriah
something in Abra-
ham’s life and min-
istry that you will not
find on the other side.

All  the sorrow and
agony that Abraham en-
dured through that dark
and fearful trial were
for the purpose of deeply
impressing upon his un-
derstanding the plan of
redemption for fallen
man. He was made to
understand in his own ex-
perience how unutterable
was the self-denial of the
infinite God in giving His
own Son to die to rescue man from utter ruin.—
Testimonies, vol. 3, p. 369.

Jacob was broken at Jabbok. Prior to this
experience, we are told, he “had not an
experimental knowledge of the God whom
he revered. His heart had not been re-
newed by divine grace.”—Patriarchs and
Prophets, p. 178. He was crafty, deceptive,
selfsufficient. In those days he was a good
stock breeder. If he had lived today he
would have been called a good stock-
broker. For twenty years he swindled, and
was swindled. God’s servant was living the
life of a worldly man. God had to break
up his self-sufficiency forever, and He had
to take him to Jabbok to do it. What he
needed was a2 complete and full surrender,
a new nature.

Not until he fell crippled and helpless upon the
breast of the covenant angel did Jacob know the
victory of conquering faith and receive the title of
a prince with God.—Thoughts From the Mount
of Blessing, p. 62.

It was when Peter was broken after his
shameful denial of the Lord he loved that
his self-sufficiency was swept away. He be-
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came at Pentecost the instrument for one
of the greatest ingathering of souls in his-
tory.

Moody had been preaching and doing a
great work for God, but there came an ex-
perience in his ministry when he was
broken. His whole ministry was changed.
It was right after the great Chicago fire.
When he was broken he went on with the
same sermons, but his preaching was differ-
ent—it was pulsating! It was alive! A great
spiritual movement was begun, the result
of which will be seen in eternity.

John Tauler, the famous preacher who
influenced Luther greatly, was at fifty years
of age without a peer as a theologian. He
was drawing one of the largest congrega-
tions in Europe. What more could he want?
Yet Nicholas of Basel showed him that it
was not by might or by learning or by
splendor of eloquence, but by God’s Spirit
that he was to fulfill his ministry. For two
whole years Tauler left his pulpit and
sought retirement to get that spiritual en-
duement to which he had hitherto been a
stranger. When he returned he came with a
baptism of power, and mighty signs fol-
lowed.

Does Self-sufficiency Hinder Power?

Perhaps we too need to be broken. Per-
haps we too should do some heart search-
ing. What is our motive for preaching? Is
our self-sufficiency hindering His power? Is
it that we want more to fill our churches
and have admiring congregations than to
see souls redeemed and sinners brought to
the cross? Are we more concerned about
ourselves and our public image than about
our Lord? Are we irritated by adverse criti-
cism, and long only to hear nice things
said about us? Do we want to be great
preachers or God’s messengers? A man
can be a great preacher without being
God’s messenger. He can be God’s messen-
ger without being a great preacher. By
God’s grace he can be both.

Is it that we have become insensitive
to the cry of the world’s need? Are we the
unsympathetic ministers of the passion of
our Lord “who in the days of his flesh . . .
offered up prayers and supplications with
strong crying and tears’” (Heb. 5:7). It
was that devout preacher, J. H. Jewett,
who once said, “We can never heal the
needs we do not feel. Tearless hearts can
never be the heralds of the passion. We
must pity if we would redeem. We must
bleed if we would be the ministers of the
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savéng blood.”—The Passion for Souls,
p- 34.

Brethren, we are not without hope. Our
desperately inadequate and limited re-
sources if placed in His hands may still be
used in multiplied blessing to the people.
If we too ardently long for transformation
of character as our supreme equipment for
effective ministry, there will surely come a
day when He will, as He did with Jacob,
bring us to our Jabbok. He will break up
the evil in our nature, deliver us from our
self-sufficiency, and give us gloriously to a
lost world.

But only broken bread can be given.

Be Honest With God

Christ came to our world to live out the
law of God, to be our pattern in all things.
He placed Himself between the mercy seat,
and the vast number of heartless worship-
ers who were full of ostentation, pride, and
vanity, and by His lessons of truth, which
were “cloquent with simplicity,” He im-
pressed the people with the necessity of
spiritual worship. His lessons were impres-
sive, beautiful and weighty with importance,
and yet so simple that a child could under-
stand them. The truth He presented was so
deep that the wisest and most accomplished
teacher could never exhaust it. Those who
work as seeing the Invisible, will always pre-
serve simplicity, charging the simplest words
with the power of the grandest truths.

The youth may be a power for Christ, if
they will maintain their simplicity, and not
seek to present something startling, some-
thing original, but teach the precepts of
their Lord. But to invest the simplest truths
with novelty and singularity, is to rob them
of their power to win souls to Christ. . . .
The use of long words and soaring eloquence
is not essentjal to success, What you need is
a living experience in the things of God,
and simplicity in presenting the love of
Christ to the lost. . . . When the heart is
aglow with the love of Jesus, you will ex-
press it to others, and become witnesses for
Christ.

We are not to hide the gospel, or cover
the cross of Christ with ornamental roses
and thus make the preaching of it of mno
effect. The true, honest expression of a son
or daughter of God, spoken in natural sim-
plicity, has power to unbolt the door to
hearts that have long been closed against
Christ and His love—Sons and Daughters
of God, p. 266.

11




WE aRE frequently con-
fronted with the exhor-
tation to have an open
mind. To not have it
is generally to put one-
self in a position of
ridicule. However, this
open-mind philosophy,
even with its meritorious
element, is too f{re-
quently orientated in the
direction of conformity.
Anything averse to this is often considered
stubbornness. The question then arises, If
one would be true to convictions of truth,
should one always maintain an open mind;
should an open mind be subject to excep-
tions; or can one be open to advanced light
and still have a closed mind? Let us address
ourselves to this problem by first consider-
ing the nature of the mind and the laws
governing our mental processes.

There Should Be Balance

Our mind as well as our body was made
in the image of God. Even though our
mind is finite and God’s is infinite, yet
in the divine plan our mind was made to
function in the human sphere exactly as
God’s mind functions in His sphere. It has
been given us to use as we will. We may
submit it to the Master Mind or we may
submit it to Satan’s control. God does not
control it without our consent. Our will
determines this, yet our mind has been
made te work under certain laws. We de-
termine which direction these laws shall
lead us by our will, with which God does
not interfere, But to habituate these laws

12

to serve in the right direction and the full-
est service for development of the mind
there should be balance in the use of the
various faculties, lest these very laws be
abused and lead to the very opposite of our
intentions. Without this balance, one fac-
ulty will be developed and the other not,
and there will be unbalanced judgment as
a result, so that the thing we have special-
ized in, to the possible neglect of other
fields, will assume undue importance to us
and prevent drawing right conclusions.

Care Needed in Development

Like every other member of our body,
the mind if unused, will become weak and
useless. It must be exercised as well as
disciplined, so that it in turn may rightly
rule the body. There is perhaps no limit to
which it may be exercised provided the
body is equally exercised and taxed. Be-
cause this is an intricate machine capable
of being influenced toward good or evil,
trickery or honesty, self-enlightenment or
self-deceit, depending upon whose voice we
are determined to heed, great care is
needed in its development. Satan has been
experimenting with its properties for cen-
turies. He has been implanting in the
minds of men that faith is a sign of weak-
ness and doubt is a sign of strength. “Many
a man who delights to quibble, to criticize,
seeking for something to question in the
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word of God, thinks that he is thereby giv-
ing evidence of independence of thought,
and mental acuteness. He supposes that
he is sitting in judgment on the Bible, when
in truth he is judging himself. He makes it
manifest that he is incapable of appreciat-
ing truths that originate in heaven, and
that compass eternity.” * Thus, many “have
taken their position on the side of unbelief,
as though it were a virtue and the sign of a
great mind to doubt, when it is the sign of
a mind too weak and narrow to perceive
God in His created works.” ?

Our Minds Can Become Blinded

There are so-called revelations of wisdom
set forth as deeper truth or new light that
often flow from the imagination of con-
ceited and deceived minds. The saddest and
most seductive element in it is that when
we are thus deceived we ourselves do not
know it. Only a higher power can open
our minds to understand. “He only who
created the mind and ordained its laws can
perfectly understand its needs or direct its
development.”* Our minds may become
blinded to ourselves. Says the Scripture,
“But their minds were blinded” (2 Cor.
3:14), also “In whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them which be-
lieve not” (2 Cor. 4:4). Warning against
the subtlety of it, Paul says, “But I fear, lest
by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should
be corrupted from the simplicity that is in
Christ” (2 Cor. 11:3). The messenger of
the Lord tells us that “if questioners and
doubters continue to follow the great de-
ceiver, the impressions and convictions of
God’s Spirit will grow less and less, the
promptings of Satan more frequent, until
the mind will fully submit to his control.” *

Thus we must recognize that there is
real danger. Unless our minds are sub-
mitted constantly to the Mastermind of
God we will be subject to the most delu-
sive and insidious workings of another mas-
termind who beguiled even our first par-
ents who had so recently been created in
the image of God. Hence, we need to be
aware of what is an open mind and what
is a closed mind.

The Law of the Mind

As stated before, the mind functions in
harmony with the laws with which we were
created. Paul, in Romans 7:23, speaks
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about the law of the mind. Before advanc-
ing further into the topic, let us see what
some of these laws are. One of them Paul
makes clear in 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12,
that is, if we reject the truth of God our
minds become unable to see truth and we
become receptive to falsehood. This is fur-
ther confirmed in the book Child Guidance,
“It is an important law of the mind—one
which should not be overlooked—that
when a desired object is so firmly denied as
to remove all hope, the mind will soon
cease to long for it, and will be occupied
in other pursuits. But as long as there is
any hope of gaining the desired object, an
effort will be made to obtain it.”* Thus
one rejects truth at the peril of his soul.
(See John 12:35, 40.)

Another law of the mind is that we com-
prehend and accept that which we love or
desire. (See John 3:19-21.) “It is a law
both of the intellectual and the spiritual
nature, - that by beholding, we become
changed. The mind gradually adapts itself
to the subjects upon which it is allowed to
dwell. It becomes assimilated to that which
it is accustomed to love and reverence.” ®

For where your treasure is there will
your heart be also. The antithesis to this is
that hate blinds our eyes. John says, “But
he that hateth his brother is in darkness,
. . . and knoweth not whither he goeth, be-
cause that darkness hath blinded his eyes”
(1 John 2:11).

What Is an Open Mind?

Third, we become in character what
we think. “For as he thinketh in his heart,
so is he” (Prov. 23:7). “It is a law of the
human mind that by beholding we become
changed.””

RIETADINGE-
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One often hears the expression that we
should have an open mind, and many state-
ments might be quoted from the Spirit of
Prophecy to support this. It is equally true,
although it may sound paradoxical, that
we should also have a closed mind. Some
might raise their eyebrows to this and say,
“Narrow-minded.” But both Biblical and
Spirit of Prophecy support may be given
for this statement, even though it might be
considered narrow-minded by some. This
may seem strange. But what is an open
mind? Open to what? and to how much of
what? Are we to have an open mind to
every philosophy, good, bad, or indifferent,
and thus be as the whale that swallows
everything his open mouth envelops? Or
are we to screen? The question answers it-
self. It would seem self-evident that screen-
ing must be necessary if we would keep the
truth of God pure in our minds and not be
subjected to every hypothesis of “science
falsely so called.” Those who are swept off
their feet by the waves of temptation, imag-
ine, as did Eve, that they are becoming
wonderfully wise, outgrowing their previ-
ous ignorance and narrow conscientious-
ness, but like her, they will find them-
selves sadly deceived. We are told that John
the Baptist “closed his mind to the mass of
tradition taught by the teachers of the Jew-
ish nation, opening it to the wisdom ‘which
cometh down from above.””*® In speaking
of Christ’s wise reserve in not entering into
a discussion regarding the divine mystery
of the essence of God, Ellen G. White says,
“He did this that He might close the door
where human conjectures should not be
encouraged.”® Thus we can observe that
there are subjects and philosophies on
which we should have a closed mind.

Danger of Deception

What these shall be will perhaps always
be mooted among men. Thus, it is evident
that man needs something objective, some-
thing outside of himself, to be his safe
guide. One man with a certain background
will feel that this particular topic is safe
on which we should have an open mind.
Another will feel he is immune to the de-
ceptions of still another philosophy, hav-
ing been steeped in it in his training, so
that now through acquaintance and par-
tial acceptance, to say the least, it no longer
seems a danger. However, in view of the
working of the mind according to certain
laws, man needs something outside of him-
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self to direct his thinking and warn him
of dangers. Will each one of us be humble
enough to realize this and our own per-
sonal danger from the warnings given,
even without seeing it? This is a part of
salvation by faith. And this objective stand-
ard and guide is the Word of God. When
this Word has spoken plainly do we still
need an open mind to that which contra-
dicts it? The Jewish nation is an example
in point. The people of this nation were
given every advantage, but they remained
fruitless. The people gradually forsook the
fountains and hewed them out cisterns.
Gradually they absorbed the traditions
built up by man and the philosophies of
the nations around them until they com-
pletely lost their way and failed to recog-
nize the One who in truth was their De-
liverer. “The fetters which the nation
had for centuries been forging, the people
of Christ’s day were fastening upon them-
selves.”” *

Today we have come to a time of crisis.
We are in an age of conformity when the
whole world is talking ecumenism under
the united leadership of the Catholic and
Protestant world. We have been warned of
the dangers ahead. Will we accept the
warning? “A day of great intellectual dark-
ness has been shown to be favorable to
the success of the papacy. It will yet be
demonstrated that a day of great intel-
lectual light is equally favorable for its suc-
cess. . . . In this generation there are many
whose eyes become dazzled by the glare of
human speculations, ‘science falsely so
called;’ they discern not the net, and walk
into it as readily as if blindfolded. . . . But
when . . . men exalt their own theories
above the word of God, then intelligence
can accomplish greater harm than igno-
rance. Thus the false science of the present
day, which undermines faith in the Bible,
will prove as successful in preparing the
way for the acceptance of the papacy, with
its pleasing forms, as did the withholding
of knowledge in opening the way for its
aggrandizement in the Dark Ages.”

Danger of Rejecting True Evidence

Lovingly God has warned us of our pres-
ent-day dangers. For centuries He warned
and counseled Israel, until at last He wept
over the city of Jerusalem. Will we re-
spond to His loving counsel and take His
word as our guide? How He longs to keep
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us from falling into Satan’s snares! Many
are wandering today in the enticing laby-
rinths of philosophy, thinking by this they
are discovering additional facets of the
truth, They search for reasons and evi-
dences that they will never find, based
purely on man’s subjective logic, while they
reject the evidence which God has so gra-
ciously given. God’s truth is in His Word.
Yet, “God will never remove every occasion
for doubt. He gives sufficient evidence on
which to base faith, and if this is not ac-
cepted, the mind is left in darkness.” *
God has given us His Word proven through
the ages in the experiences of men. God
designed that it should be searched as the
true source of science, above all human
theory. “Those who leave the word of God,
and seek to account for His created works
upon scientific principles, are drifting,
without chart or compass, upon an un-
known ocean. The greatest minds, if not
guided by the word of God in their re-
search, become bewildered in their at-
tempts to trace the relations of science and
revelation. Because the Creator and His
works are so far beyond their compre-
hension that they are unable to explain
them by natural laws, they regard Bible
history as unreliable.”*

Satan will have many deceptions for the
last days to deceive, if possible, “the very
elect.” Surely, none of us is aware of the
turn which these will take. If we knew
every turn, they would not be so deceptive.
How we need to pray every day, especially
those who go into higher schools of learn-
ing, that God will keep us from the un-
seen and indiscernible delusions, and that
He will give us such wisdom that, by a
thorough knowledge of, and faith in the
simplicity of His Word, we may be able to
discern that which will undermine our
faith in God’s wonderful message of truth
for today.

Dare We Criticize God’s Word?

Our great temptation ahead will be to
surrender to conformity and liberality, be-
cause “by the cry, Liberality, men are
blinded to the devices of their adversary,
while he is all the time working steadily
for the accomplishment of his object.” *

The Word, which is to be our objective
standard, is too often subjected to human
evaluation. In doing this, man sets himself
up as a judge of God. If God’s Word can be
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challenged and criticized, then we have ne
sound, objective guide outside of ourselves.
Then the Word 1s no more sure than the
man who evaluates it. Thus, perhaps un-
intentionally, truth is undermined and the
God of nature is restricted by His own laws.
We are warned against this very thing:
“Men take it upon themselves to rein up
the word of God before a finite tribunal,
and sentence is pronounced upon the in-
spiration of God according to finite meas-
urement, and the truth of God is made to
appear as a thing uncertain before the rec-
ords of science.”* If man is able to judge
the Word of God, then either it is not truly
the Word of God or the man who does this
assumes he is greater than God. Then who
will be our judge in the last day?

At the last public meeting in which
Ellen G. White spoke before her death, her
last words and act before she sat down was
to raise up the Bible in her hand and say,
“Brethren and sisters, I commend unto you
this Book.” ** If this is undermined we have
no rudder and we will be cast upon a sea
of human speculation with no land in
sight. We must keep an open mind to God’s
expanding truth as spiritual light shines
upon it. But, while our mind is open to in-
creased light on the truth we know, let us
keep also a closed mind to the sophistries,
philosophies, and speculations of men who
know not the truth but have pleasure in
unrighteousness.

Are We Giving the Danger Signal?

We will be assailed by every form of evil,
flattery, bribes, inducements, promises of
future exaltation, and world fame. If we
do not yield we will be considered unschol-
arly and nonintellectual. To this test comes
the challenge: “What are God’s servants
doing to raise the barrier of a “Thus saith
the Lord’ against this evil? The enemy’s
agents are working unceasingly to prevail
against the truth. Where are the faithful
guardians of the Lord’s flocks? Where are
His watchmen? Are they standing on the
high tower, giving the danger signal, or
are they allowing the peril to pass un-
heeded?” ™

We will be tested as Pilate was. He
“longed to deliver Jesus. But he saw that he
could not do this, and vyet retain his own
position and honor.” ™ Just so, many will
know and want to do right but will lack
the courage to resist the error. Conscience
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will point in one direction, but self-interest,
conformity, and honor from men will point
in another. But if and when we compro-
mise with error, we shall soon be swept oft
our feet into the quicksands of human rea-
soning and doubt. While we should keep
our minds open and do deep research to
discover truth and to find further light on
and confirmation of truth, we need to keep
our minds closed to the sophistries and tra-
ditions of men. Error can never be proved
right no matter how much research we do.
The Word of God will stand though the
heavens fall. Otherwise we would be lost
in a sea of despair without a rudder. “Open
thou mine eyes, that I may behold won-
drous things out of thy law” (Ps. 119:18).
May God keep us from the failures and pit-

falls of the past centuries and help us not
to forget our past beginnings. “We have
nothing to fear for the future, except as
we shall forget the way the Lord has led
us . . . in our past history.” *
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Are Adventisis
Fundamentalists?

WILBUR K. NELSON

Ministerial Association Secretary, South China Island Union Mission

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
strongly emphasize the
great fundamentals of
the Christian faith and
the importance of sound
Bible-based doctrine.
Some decades ago a
conservative theological
faith was popularly
called Fundamentalist
and generally Seventh-
day Adventists did not
object to this categorization as descriptive
of their own theological position. Since the
development of the so-called Fundamental-
ist movement in the early twentieth cen-
tury an increasing disrepute has come upon
the term so that its use by Adventists today
might, unfortunately, be misleading.
Thinking of the term in its original mean-
ing it is still occasionally used by our writ-
ers and speakers. Some have even thought
of us as “fundamentalists of the funda-
mentalists.”

The conservative reaction to inroads in
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American theological education by the in-
fluence of highly critical liberal philo-
sophical thought and the accommodation
of theologians to Darwinian evolution led
to the publication of a series of twelve small
books called The Fundamentals. This en-
deavor, begun in 1910, presented the con-
victions of conservative scholars on what
constituted the sine qua non of Christian-
ity, i.e., the infallibility of the Bible;
Christ’s virgin birth; His substitutionary
atonement, resurrection, and second com-
ing. Naturally Seventh-day Adventists sub-
scribe to these essentials of faith and appre-
ciated at the time the clear warnings of
other Christians against the vagaries of
what came to be known as Modernism.
Even so, we would observe that The Funda-
mentals presented only a partial, if cen-
tral, statement of the meaning of the Chris-
tian faith.

The emphasis on a few major doctrines was
sometimes carried too far so that all of Christian
doctrine was reduced to a few essentials. Funda-
mentalists were often guilty, for example, of re-
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FLASH! PITCAIRN FILM

Receives enthusiastic approval of field

The new Ministerial Association film “Sequel to the Mutiny on the Bounty”
is receiving wide acclaim from the field. Conferences and missions are ordering
it as an evangelistic aid. The film was prepared primarily for public showing but
can be used to good advantage in local church programs.

This fast-moving documentary film of present-day events on Pitcairn Island
captivates the attention and deeply impresses non-Adventists with the power of
God’s Word and the work of Seventh-day Adventists. The Hollywood production
of “Mutiny on the Bounty” is well known by millions of people around the world

Washington, D.C. 20012.

and our film has been designed to capitalize on this publicity.
Eric Ware of Australia has done a magnificent job of capturing events,
routine as well as the unusual, taking place on this intriguing tropical island.
The twenty-eight minute full-color film sells for the cost price of only $125
plus postage and insurance. Send your orders directly to the Ministerial Associa-
tion, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, 6840 Eastern Avenue,

ducing the Christian message to one of salvation
alonel

As time passed far more serious criticism
of those carrying the Fundamentalist ban-
ner developed. With evolution as the move-
ment’s archenemy the Fundamentalists de-
veloped a distrust of science generally, and
their critics viewed them as a group of
anti-intellectual obscurantists. Their appar-
ent depreciation of scholarship marked
them as having a zeal without knowledge.
Further, they were seemingly unconcerned
with the problems of society and practical
life in reaction to an objectionable social
gospel. These later developments and de-
partures from the distinguished positions
of early Fundamentalist champions (no-
tably J. Gresham Machen) led to consider-
able acrimony within the movement. Fun-
damentalists became noted for their at-
tacks and counterattacks, suspicions, and
accusations, so that they were thought of
by some as no longer representing a the-
ological position but rather a particular
disposition in conflict and bigotry. The
identity with TFundamentalism of “holy
rollers” and what appeared as Protestant-
ism’s “lunatic fringe” brought additional
disrepute upon the name.

Carl F. H. Henry, editor of Christianity
Today, in an article entitled “What Is Fun-
damentalism” stated:

By some fundamentalism is considered a sum-
mary term for theological pugnaciousness, ecu-
menic disruptiveness, cultural unprogressiveness,
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scientific obliviousness, and/or anti-intellectual in-
excusableness. By others, fundamentalism is
equated with extreme Dispensationalism, pulpit
sensationalism, excessive emotionalism, social with-
drawal, and bawdy church music.?

The wide identification of Fundamen-
talism with the arbitrary and erroneous
exegesis of Dispensationalism would of
course destroy the usefulness of the term
for Seventh-day Adventists. Dispensation-
alism carries objectionable connotations of
a “pretribulation rapture,” 144,000 Jews to
be saved during a seven-year tribulation
period, the dividing of the history of the
Bible into seven fixed dispensations, and
the concept that the Old Testament is pri-
marily “for the Jews.” We thus cannot ex-
pect to convey our intended meaning of a
people with a faith based upon the Word
of God, who constitute God’s remnant peo-
ple, by identification with the Fundamen-
talist movement of today.

Theological labels frequently distort the
spirit and life of a Christian movement.
This is surely the case in the use of this
term. Those believing in the Bible and the
whole Bible, for the preparation of the
whole man to meet Christ, represent a
prophetic response to world needs in this
final hour. This total Christian life expres-
sion should be best represented as ““Sev-
enth-day Adventist.”

1 Ronald H. Nash, The New Evangelicalism (Grand Rap-
ids; Zondervan Publishing House, 1963), p. 24.
2 Quoted by Nash, ibid., p. 28.
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Compassion—

Can We Get It Back?

C. LESLIE MILLER *

Turn off the TV, set aside the distractions, and read this article thoughtfully and thoroughly.

WHILE chatting with an aging surgeon
friend of mine I asked the question,
“Doc, do you ever worry about the time
when your fingers will lose their skill?”

He paused for a moment and then re-
plied, “No, pastor, but I do confess that
at times I worry that the day may come
when my heart will no longer feel the suf-
fering of my patients.”

One of the most frightening current ful-
fillments of prophetic Scripture is that men
are losing natural affection. Emotions, par-
ticularly in the realm of spiritual experi-
ences, are viewed as indications of fanatical
trends. Christians can unashamedly weep
over the silly sentimentalism of TV and
movies, or scream with uncontrolled joy
or fury over a home run or touch-down.
Yet, the same Christians would be ashamed
to display any emotion of contrition or
joy in the atmosphere of public worship.

Something is wrong with the evangelical
church! It has lost its passion for souls
and its compassion for the lost. It glories
in its orthodoxy and a robot type of theol-
ogy. Seated comfortably in its rocking chair
it earnestly sings, “Rescue the Perishing.”
In beautiful harmony but with dry eyes,
its voice reminds us, “See from His head,
His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow
mingled down.”

May I shock you by saying the greatest
need of the evangelical church is not the
power of the Holy Spirit. That is ever avail-
" ¥ The author is adult editor of Gospel L(igahg Publications,
Pasadena, and pastor_of the Hollywood, lifornia, Evan-

gelical Free Church. This article is reprinted by permission
from The Evangelical Beacon.
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able, but it cannot manifest itself or oper-
ate until there is created the only field in
which it can be effective. The power of the
Holy Spirit to multiply the loaves and fishes
was demonstrated only after the heart of
Jesus was moved with compassion as He
saw the multitudes as sheep without a shep-
herd. It was a transformed and compas-
sionate Peter who gave to the lame man
the gift of health and movement. Every
apostolic miracle and dynamic declaration
of the Gospel was born in a human heart
filled with divine compassion.

No Sword

The church no longer has the sword in
its soul. The Romanist’s symbol of the
bleeding heart of Mary cannot be accepted
by us, but it may have a significant sugges-
tion for us. Simeon looked up into the
lovely face of the young mother and said,
“Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own
soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed” (Luke 2:35). “She [Han-
nah] was in bitterness of soul, and prayed
unto the Lord, and wept sore. And she
vowed a vow” (1 Sam. 1:10, 11).

“I will greatly multiply thy sorrow . . . ;
in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children”
(Gen. 3:16). This divine decision applies
spiritually as well as physically, and today
as well as in the day of the Fall.

At a Sunday school convention a pastor
told me of his wayward teen-age son. “He
has broken almost every law of God and
man. He is killing his mother with sorrow
and is breaking my heart. What can I do?”
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Pressed for attention by other people,
I abruptly asked, “Have you ever tried a
tender tear?” He went away in anger at my
strange suggestion. A year later we met at
another convention. He greeted me with,
“It worked! It worked! When 1 got home
that night my boy was asleep. As I stood
by his bed my heart was flooded with a new
and tender compassion. I found myself on
my knees clasping my boy to my heart and
bathing his face with fender tears. Almost
before 1 knew what was happening he
was on his knees beside me weeping, and
both of us wept our way back to God.
Tom’s a new boy. Our home is radiant
with happiness.”

With surprising frequency God works
through the sorrow of compassion. All
God’s great servants have been refined in
the crucible of sorrow and have been men
who interacted to the tragedies about them.

Moses cried unto the Lord, “If thou wilt
forgive their sin—; and if not, blot me, I
pray thee, out of thy book” (Ex. 32:32).

Abram faced the excruciating heart-
break of Moriah.

Daniel agonized in intercessory prayer
as he identified himself with the guilt of
his people (Dan. 9:3, 4).

Jeremiah cried, “Oh that my head were
waters and mine eyes a fountain of tears,
that T might weep day and night for the
slain of the daughter of my people!” (Jer.
9:1).

Christ was a man of sorrows and ac-
quainted with grief. The rebellious rejec-
tion of Himself by the people of Jerusa-
lem broke His heart. He was grieved that
His own received Him not when He came
to them.

Paul reminded the Ephesian elders, “By
the space of three years I ceased not to
warn every one night and day with tears”
(Acts 20:31).

To Timothy, the apostle wrote, “Being
mindful of thy tears, that I may be filled
with joy.”

We are trying to produce results with a
soul that has never been pierced by the
sword of vicarious sorrow. Never has so
much truth been preached with so little
passion! Never have so many souls been
reached but the touch has been without
emotion or conviction! Never have so many
Sunday School lessons been taught with so
little compassion!

In no other historical age have Christians
known so much about tragic current events
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and cared less. Men and women, parents
and youth, clergy and laity have been
stricken by this strange and terrifying
blindness to the implication of worldly and
godless trends.

No Ministry

Margaret Mead wrote in The Saturday
Evening Post: “What has happened to those
roles which have historically belonged to
women? Traditionally they used to care
for the young, nurse the sick, lay out the
dead, attend women in childbirth, comfort
the sorrowful, quiet unruliness, and tem-
per hotheadedness with gentleness and wis-
dom.

“In these days of great freedom . .. we
may well ask: How do we women stand?
The answer is simple. We stand very badly
indeed. The ancient occupation of bathing
the dead is now in the hands of morticians,
a male profession for profit. Midwifery,
and the loving induction of mother and in-
fant into a satisfactory symbiotic relation-
ship, is now in the hands of male obstetri-
cians followed by male pediatricians. Vis-
iting the widowed and sorrowful is done
largely by male insurance agents, again as
part of the profit structure of our society.
Dedicating one’s life to God or human wel-
fare is becoming steadily unpopular. The
care of the infirm old has been put as far
outside the house as possible and delegated

‘to institutions where gadgets replace ten-

derness and the television set the friendly
personal voice.”

American women have forgotten how to
feel and how to care beyond their own
personal requirements.

In our Christian homes the social has
superseded the spiritual. The phone, social
engagements and the TV have evicted the
altar of prayer. The cares of life have
driven Mary from the feet of Jesus to the
place of employment or the festive board
of entertainment. Social graces have sup-
planted the grace of the Holy Spirit. We
are too busy to lead our children into the
presence of God. We have little time for
the Bible, and intensive study of the Scrip-
tures is a lost art.

We worry over calories and vitamins but
are not alarmed by spiritual deficiencies.

Comparatively few Christian young peo-
ple are willing to dedicate themselves to
the extension of the church’s ministries.
Who is to blame for the lack of interest
and dedication? Why do so many mission-
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ary candidates fall by the wayside or never
return to their fields after their first term?
Why, with so many evangelistic sermons
preached and so many Bible lessons taught,
are so few souls saved? Has the age of
science cancelled out the dynamic power
of the Gospel? Are we evangelicals satisfied
with our progress? What community
change would occur if your church would
instantly  disappear from its location?
Would the unconverted world view it as a
tragedy and bemoan the loss of its influ-
ence?

Look at the first century church. “The

multitude came together . . . and were con-
founded . . . they were all amazed and mar-
velled . . . they were pricked in their heart

and said, Men, brethren, what shall we do?

. and fear came upon every soul . . .
they were filled with wonder and amaze-
ment . . . they marvelled; and they took
knowledge of them that they had been with
Jesus . . . all men glorified God for that
which was done . . . the place was shaken
where they were gathered together
with great power gave they witness of the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus . . . of the
rest durst no man join himself to them;
but the people magnified them . . . they
were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on
him with their teeth . . . these that have
turned the world upside down are come
hither also.”

Is our today’s world less in need of a soul-
jarring impact by the church? Should we,
living in the last perilous days, be content
with less spiritual power and influence
than that of the infant church?

No Awareness

What is the missing element in our
churches and Sunday schools?

We have a crisis without an awareness.
Constantly surrounded by alarming trends
we go blissfully on our way of apathy and
heartless unconcern. The international
trend threatens atomic annihilation. We,
sons of God, shrug off our involvement in
politics and policies by accepting the trends
as part of our eschatological theology. Mar-
riages are threatened, suicides are multi-
plying, and men’s minds and hearts are
cracking under the economic pressures of
this age.

So what? Either we have no answers to
these problems of life or we don’t care to
communicate them. The spiritual crisis is
even more alarming, but there is no alarm
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in Christian circles. How many evangelical
churches have seriously tackled the grim
problem of those who fall among spiritual
thieves? Busy with our important church
program we pass by on the other side and
leave the wounded and weak brother to be
devoured.

The return of the Lord is a conspicuous
part of our hymnology and creed. But how
much of a reality is it to us? Is it not true
that to many of us the second appearing of
Christ would be both surprising and in-
convenient? We talk about heaven but
build for time. We plan for tomorrow but
not for eternity.

We have a need without a concern. If
we are to salvage our generation we must
establish a new set of values. We must de-
sist from measuring success by money and
position, rather than by divine approval.
We must stop defining security in terms of
policies and social security instead of by
eternal investments. To protect our spir-
itual heritage we must cease from seeking
first “these things” and relegating the king-
dom of God to a secondary position.

We need to become conscious of our un-
evangelized Jerusalem. Most evangelical
churches stand in communities that are
basically pagan. Few people in the imme-
diate church neighborhoods know much
about the distinctives or mission of the
church. The passion and compassion of
Jesus seldom passes through the church
walls to the families across the street.

While we talk and sing a great deal
about missions, the fact remains that all
our missionary giving is peanuts when com-
pared to what we spend for cosmetics,
aspirins and recreation.

No Compassion

We have a soul without a sword. We
have never vicariously entered into the
sorrows and grief of the world. From our
ivory tower of correct theology we tell sin-
ners that Jesus loves them. It is all very
professional, impassionate and impersonal.
This is the explanation for our evangelis-
tic impotency. This answers the question,
“Why are sinners unimpressed by our lives
and unmoved by our message?”

Of course we need the power of the Holy
Spirit. But, remember, that power operates
effectively only in the field of compassion.

Our hearts are not broken by the things
that break the heart of God. Our eyes are
never blinded by tender tears, tears of
compassion. Our will detours around its
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Gethsemane. We have a Moriah, but it is
a mountain of creed without its Isaac
bound to the altar. We emphasize the proc-
lamation of the gospel, but it is a proclama-
tion without a passion.

We need the old faith for the new fron-
tiers. However, that old faith must be
bonded to the old compassion, to meet the
desperate fears and hungers of the new
frontiers.

While traveling up the Kwilu River in
the Congo Republic, our boat docked at a
native village. Scores of women, arms and
head laden with baskets of produce,
crowded aboard the steamer to sell their
produce to the crewmen. As one woman
stepped across the gap separating the
steamer from the oil barge lashed to its
side, her foot slipped on the slick deck. Her
baskets flew in all directions. And as she
fell into the water she managed to grasp
hold of the edge of the deck with her finger
tips.

I}n sheer terror she screamed, “Help me!
Save me!” Scores of her relatives and friends
shouted, screamed, and almost trampled on
her fingers, but not one person put their
produce down to grasp her wrist and
pull her to safety. Finally, her fingers
slipped and she was drawn beneath the
boat by the vicious currents. Far down the
river I saw a black hand rise above the sur-
face of the water and then disappear.

The furious captain demanded, “Why
didn’t you help her? She is your relative
from your own village.” As innocently as
though no tragedy had been involved, they
replied, “But we might have dropped and
lost some of our produce had we tried to
save her.”

Heartless? Yes. But how much do we
as Christian parents really care about the
spiritual condition of our children? Does
the unsaved condition of our Sunday school
students so crush our hearts that we go
home from our class to weep and fast rather
than to feast? Do we as pastors, conscious
of the need for revival in our churches and
the lack of power in our evangelism, cry to
God, “Give me children, or else I die.”
(Gen. 30:1)?

Late one Saturday evening a pastor was
working and praying in preparation for
the morrow. He answered his phone and
could hear only the sound of a woman
sobbing. Then he recognized the voice of
one of his finest Sunday school teachers.
“Pastor, forgive me for calling you at this
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Bible-marking Plan in Paris

Word from Charles Winandy, our veteran evan-
gelist in Paris, indicates success for the Bible-
marking plan in France. Meetings were begun on
October 25 in a hall seating 260 people. The audi-
torium was full every Sunday afternoon and three
fourths of the audience were non-Adventists. Most
of them were Roman Catholics. Public interest
was aroused when the lectures were based on
ecumenism.

“We must take advantage of every opportunity
the enemy presents,” said Brother Winandy in his
letter. “Such meetings would have been impossible
a few years ago, because when the word ‘Bible’ was
used, people were frightened away. We followed
the method of our brethren who have used the
Bible-marking plan in the United States. We made
a few adjustments in order to accommodate our
French auditors. Following our experience in Paris,
some of our ministers will begin the same plan
in other cities of France.”

In my recent visit to France I had the oppor-
tunity to meet Charles Winandy, aleng with our
other faithful ministers. Soul winning in this great
country is not easy, but we believe God will give
these men souls as the attention of the people is
directed to the Sacred Scriptures. Qur prayers are
with Brother Winandy and our other pastor-
evangelists who are faithfully attempting to pre-
sent the Word in this area of God’s vineyard.

J-R.S.

late hour. But my heart is so burdened for
the boys in my class that I feel T can’t live
unless God saves them. Please, pastor, please
pray for them.”

And God did save them! Her lesson, tem-
pered with tears aend born in a heart
pierced by the sword of compassion,
brought eight boys, every member of her
class, to the Lord the following morning!

Never was the evangelical church so efh-
ciently organized. Our brains are filled with
the finest methods and techniques. We
have at our disposal superb equipment and
mechanics. In the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ we have a dynamic message. The
Holy Spirit is ready to operate in super-
natural force through the body of Christ.
Time is running out on us as the coming
of Christ approaches. Combine all these
assets and factors with the essential ingredi-
ent, the compassion of the love of God,
and once again the forces of sin will cry out
in consternation, ““These that have turned
the world upside down are come hither
also” (Acts 17:6).
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The Twentieth Century
Book of Acts

How Lay Team Workers Started a Chain Reaction

GEORGE A. COFFEN

Pastor, Berrien Springs Village Church, Michigan

THE 6rREAT Christian
Action Movement of
the first century was re-
corded for us in the
book of Acts, and what
a glorious record it is.
In the twentieth cen-
tury we can and we
must write a new book
of Acts to prepare a
people for the soon com-
ing of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ. The gospel was then
preached to “every creature” by the com-
bined efforts of the ministers and the
laity. Every convert was a convert maker.
The gospel commission can only be ful-
filled today in the twentieth century by an
identical Christian Action Movement that
once again combines the consecrated ener-
gies of both priest and layman. “Everyone
who professes the truth should be a living
preacher.”—Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 260.
While I was pastor of the Providence,
Rhode Island, church I saw in a small way
this book of Acts for the twentieth century
being written by consecrated colporteurs
working together with laymen and their
pastor. Frank Nieb, a dedicated and ener-
getic member of the Providence church,
was a linotype operator for the Providence
Journal-Bulletin. He was successful in his
work in a worldly sense and made excellent
wages, but he was not entirely happy. He
owned a beautiful home, had a lovely wife
and fine family. He was well thought of in
the neighborhood and in the church, but
he was not satishied with himself. He de-
sired to do more work for the Lord, and for
a while he contented himself by doing part-
time colporteur work, holding on to his
job at the Journal at the same time.
Soon, however, Frank grew restless. He
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longed to do more work for the Lord. He
began to come under the conviction that
he ought to do full-time colporteur evan-
gelism. On a number of occasions Frank
and I prayed together about this convic-
tion. His family was praying, the church
was also praying. When prayer is offered
like this something is bound to happen. I
can never forget the day when he and his
wife came to see me. We talked this matter
over in my office, looking at it from every
angle. Then we knelt together, claiming
the promise that “where two or three are
gathered together in my name, there am I
in the midst.” When we got up from our
knees our eyes were moist, but a decision
had been made. Frank and his wife to-
gether decided that he would enter full-
time colporteur work. They have never
regretted this decision. He was successful
from the beginning and was the first col-
porteur in Southern New England to sell
$20,000 worth of books in a single vyear.
For the past few years Frank has been as-
sistant publishing secretary in the South-
ern New England Conference.

Under the blessing of God, Frank Nieb
began to write his chapter in the twentieth
century book of Acts. As he went from door
to door selling truth-filled books he also
sought opportunities for Bible studies.
Soon he had more studies than he could
handle and asked for my assistance. I took
over a study with Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Matteson and their two girls. This resulted
in the baptism first of Mrs. Matteson and
her two daughters, and later the husband.
The Mattesons and Brother Nieb became
interested in the Bosworth family and
studies developed wherein both Brother
Nieb and Sister Matteson tried to lead the
Bosworth family into the truth. Again my
help was enlisted, and after several months
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I had the privilege of baptizing Ralph Bos-
worth and his son, Norman. Mr. Bosworth
was a contractor by trade and we engaged
him after his conversion to build our
church in Wickford, Rhode Island, at a
saving of many dollars. Thus another page
in the book of Acts was written.

Brother Bosworth got Brother Nieb in-
terested in Mr. and Mrs. Richard, but
Frank, too busy to handle another study,
got Brother Bosworth to begin the studies.
Soon he sought my help, and after several
months of studying with the Richards, who
were Roman Catholics, I had the privilege
of baptizing both Ted and Delia Richard.
In a short while Ted Richard became a
colporteur, and soon he had a Bible study
interest with Mrs. June Randall. Later he
turned the interest over to me, and in a
few months I had the joy of baptizing
Mys. Randall. Another page in the book of
Acts had been written. Soon Frank Nieb
developed another interest and I began
studies with Mrs. William Brown and her
daughter, Mrs. Mary La Porte. At the com-
pletion of the series, it gave me great joy to
baptize Mrs. Brown and Mrs. La Porte.
Their help has blessed the church.

Franklin Greene, a dedicated lay elder

A Worker’s Prayer

I could not live without Thee,
O Jesus, dearest Friend;
The times when stress and tensions
Mar fellowship must end.
For days, when close beside me,
I feel Thee every hour,
Are full of joy and victory,
Of holy peace and pow’r.

In early morping stillness
Thy presence wakens me,
And kneeling in the darkness,
1 lift my heart to Thee.
Oh, come and light the pathway
Where I must walk today;
Give me some thoughts of courage,
And loving words to say.

Supply new strength for burdens,
'l bear them then with cheer;
For each perplexing problem
May I Thy counsel hear.
And when in evening shadows
I go to needed rest,
May I be sweetly conscious
Of leaning on Thy breast.
—JEANETTE T. WORTH
Bible Instructor
Southeastern California Conference
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

Social Security Coverage Re-
opened for Ministers

Ordained and licensed ministers
who failed to file a certificate waiv-
ing their exemption from Social
Security coverage before 1962 now
have a third opportunity to elect
to be covered.

Ministers who may have changed
their minds and now desire Social
Security Coverage should sign
Waiver Certificate, Form 2031,
which must be filed before April
15, 1965.

Payment will be required for
income earned from ministerial
service during tax years 1962, 1963,
and 1964. Additional information
may be secured from any of the
area offices of the District Director,
Internal Revenue Service.

W. E. Phillips, Assistant
Treasurer, General Conference
of Seventh-day Adventists

of the Burrillville, Rhode Island, church,
won Mrs. Mildred Fenley and her son, Eu-
gene, into the message. These were two of
at least a dozen souls whom this layman
and his faithful wife had brought into the
faith. Mrs. Fenley entered the colporteur
work and has been wonderfully successful.
She not only consistently sold much litera-
ture and truth-filled books over the years
but under the blessing of God she has
helped to win at least sixteen souls to
Christ. Her faithful witnessing is respon-
sible chiefly for the establishment of a small
church in Putnam, Connecticut. Just be-
fore I moved from this district in Rhode
Island, Mrs. Fenley had me conducting a
good-sized cottage meeting, and thus far
two persons have been baptized as a result.

Combining their efforts with that of the
minister, as the servant of the Lord has
written should be done, these faithful col-
porteurs and laymen have shared in the
winning of nearly forty souls. God bless
our consecrated colporteurs and dedicated
laymen who give their time to the work of
soul winning, and thus are daily writing
the twentieth century book of Acts.
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The Five-Day Plan
in Southeast Asia

DANIEL R. GUILD

Ministerial Association Secretary, Southeast Asic

WiLL the Five-Day Plan
work in Asia? Are there
smokers addicted to the
habit here who will have
the same desire to quit
smoking as people in
America? ‘Will enlight-
ened self-interest and the
physiological and psy-
chological principles be-
lieved in by Seventh-day
Adventists and used so
successfully in America be equally effec-
tive in Asia? Can the program be success-
fully adapted to meet local circumstances?
Will the news media, which receive so
much of their income from the tobacco
monopolies, and the governments, which
are dependent on the tobacco taxes for a
large share of their much-needed reve-
nues, cooperate with this new program?
These questions were much in our minds
as we contemplated introducing the Five-
Day Plan in Asia. But now the questions

have to a large extent been answered, for
two pilot programs are now history. In July
Dr. Roger Nelson and Pastor Chester
Damron, of the Bangkok Sanitarium and
Hospital, conducted a Five-Day Plan in that
institution. In August, Dr. Ralph Waddell,
medical secretary of the Far Eastern Divi-
sion, and I held a Five-Day Plan in Penang.

Although the newspapers are much more
reserved about cooperating with the pro-
gram, much free publicity was given. In
Bangkok the editor of the Bangkok Post,
the largest English daily, took the course,
and on the following Sunday gave more
than half a page of coverage in pictures
and a story.

In Penang the local newspaper ran two
stories, and the national newspaper of Ma-
laya ran one story. But a local newspaper
reporter who desired to take the course
failed to attend, probably under pressure
from his editor. The government-con-
trolled Radio Malaysia gave us an eight-
minute interview, which was broadcast na-
tionwide on Sunday evening.

Dr. Roger T. Nelson explains

the deadly effect of nicotine on

the heart while lecturing in

Bangkok during the Five-Day
Plan meetings.
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Dr. Waddell put a great deal of thought
and effort into adapting the program to
meet the economic needs and physical
needs of the local people. The control
booklets printed in America cost the
equivalent of a laborer’s salary for one
day in Malaysia, and their cost was thus
prohibitive. So Dr. Waddell designed a set
of five pocket-size cards, one for each night,
and an envelope to keep the cards to-
gether. In this tropical climate men do
not wear coats, and these cards have the
added advantage of fitting into a shirt
pocket.

It has also proved possible, with some
thought, to adapt the materials presented
by the physician and the minister to meet
Iocal conditions. Some of the illustrations
and other materials in the talks were
adapted and changed. The diet here is
much different from that in America, and
modifications were necessary. In fact, in
the General Conference kit the physician’s
talk for the fourth evening deals almost
wholly with meat eating, and flesh food
is only a small part of the local diet. Dr.
Waddell worked out an entirely new talk
for that evening, of course devoting the
time and emphasis necessary to develop the
advantages of a totally vegetarian diet.

Pastor Paul Eldridge, division ministe-
rial secretary, has developed a combina-
tion admission and punch card listing the
day and title of each group therapy ses-
sion. Titles for each day are: Sunday, “So
You Want to Quit”; Monday, “Time Pulls
the Trigger”; Tuesday, “Your Secret
Weapon”; Wednesday, “The Spice of Life™;
Thursday, “You Are the Winner.,” These
are supplied in advance to those who send

Dr. Ralph Waddell in the Pe-
nang Five-Day Plan meetings
demonstrating local fruits and
other foods available to fush
the nicotine out of the system.

APRiIL, 1965

e .
The Khek Association Hall where the Penang
meetings were held.

in registration cards. They are helpful in
determining beforehand the size of the
group that will participate and in keeping
the attendance regular.

Plans are now under way to translate
the script of the film One in 20,000 into
the major languages of our union. At least
for the present, a taped sound track is
planned for the film. It is hoped that sound
tracks in these languages can eventually
be added to the film through the service
provided by the General Conference Tem-
perance Department. The Radio Doctor




A sandwich sign placed in various locations in the
city to advertise the Five-Day Plan.

filmstrip So You Want to Quit and the
filmstrip Nature’s Filters are, of course,
much easier to use in the local language.

Fearing that the people would not enter
into the group-therapy portion of the eve-
ning sessions as freely as in America, we
were not prepared for the great surprise
awaiting us, They responded in a warm
and enthusiastic way. A man who had
smoked sixty to seventy cigarettes a day
for twenty-five years testified in the Pe-
nang session: “I have more confidence in
myself. Anyone with a genuine and intense
desire to stop smoking will not fail to drop
the disgusting smoking habit if he has at-
tended the meetings and carried out all the
instructions.” A woman said the last eve-
ning, “I have tried drops, pills, lozenges,
everything, but have never been able to
quit. With this program I made it. I'm
through with cigarettes.”

In the Bangkok session one woman, the
wife of a doctor, said she had smoked four
packs of cigarettes a day for the past
twenty-four years. Her husband had ad-
vised her that she must stop smoking. In-
stead, she cut down to only two packs a day
and added ten to twelve cigars a day! But
gradually she went back to four packs a
day. Under the program, for the first two
days she was sleepy and lethargic. By the
fifth evening her physical symptoms were
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gone. “I feel much better,” she testified
during the group-therapy session, adding
with a grin, “and I've kicked my habit of
drinking fifteen to twenty cups of coffee a
day as well.”

The results of the program have proved
to be about the same as in America. Of
the twenty persons who participated in
Bangkok, Pastor Damron reports that 80
per cent of them were able to quit the
habit. Results in Penang were similar to
those in Bangkok. Of the sixty persons
who took the course, 68 per cent of those
who faithfully carried out the program
were successful in breaking the habit.

A most encouraging aspect in both of
the pilot programs is the type of people
who are attracted by it—the wealthier peo-
ple in business, Americans, Australians,
and army men. In the past, other methods
of evangelism have failed to reach many of
this class of people in our union territory.
Bangkok reports as participants the chief
accountant in the Bank of America, two
men from the American Embassy, a news-
paper editor, and officials in the army. In
Penang, several company directors, a lead-
ing physician, officers in the Australian
army, as well as Malays who are Moslems
and strongly prejudiced against Christian-
ity, were all attracted by the program.

On the closing night 1n Penang a hand-
some Indian gentleman who had been
coming each evening asked me for my
home address. Then he offered his address
to me. Finally he summed up the true

{Continued on page 46)

Chester Damron in action in the Bangkok Sani-
tarium and Hospital.
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What Do They
Think of You?

R. E. FINNEY, ]R.

President, Wisconsin Conference

HAVE you, fellow minister, ever won-
dered what the people in the pews
thought of you? By this I do not mean what
they say to you at the door on Sabbath
morning at the close of the service, but
what they actually think.

I have long considered it important to
get “consumer reactions” to whatever I
have had the responsibility of giving out.
During the time in which I was editor of
These Times we had several professionally
conducted reader surveys made. We were
more than startled by some of the things
these surveys revealed. Even today the for-
mat of the magazine still reflects some of
the secrets thus revealed.

A few months ago, still convinced of the
value of “consumer reactions,” I conducted
a poll of all the local church elders in the
Wisconsin Conference. I do not claim to be
an expert pollster but I did my best. Ac-
companying the questionnaires was a letter
asking the elders to take into their reckon-
ing not only their present pastor but the
pastors they had had during the past ten
years or so.

The answers to my questions startled me.
Perhaps you may find food for thought in
the accompanying results. But before you
draw any hasty conclusions may I state
that, in my opinion, we should not brush
aside these answers from the elders. Some of
these men are well-educated professional
men; some are not so well educated from
the standpoint of formal education. But
they are all the elected elders of their re-
spective churches, and as such are consid-
ered the best-qualified men in the church,
spiritually and mentally, for this position.
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I think their answers are worthy of thought.

May I point out one salient point? You
will notice that in the “strong points” col-
umn, “visiting church members” appears
at the bottom of the list, while in the “weak
points” column it is at the top. It seems to
me that this is more than coincidental.
Personal observation leads me to believe
that the elders are right. Occasional appre-
ciative remarks about pastors who do visit
have the ring of surprise and appreciation
in them.

One more word of explanation. I asked
the elders to return the questionnaires un-
signed, and my secretary opened the enve-
lopes so that I have no idea who mailed
in the answers, nor to which minister they
applied.

Preacher, if you have the nerve you
might want to verify these answers in your
own congregation. They might change your
ministry.

Questionnaire to Church Elders
in Wisconsin
(Fifty-one replies)

Strong Points Weak Points
36%, Preaching 389, Visiting church
159, Hard work members
119, Soul winning 26%, Ability to put
9%, Bible student lay members
99, Tactfulness and to work

agreeableness 129, Soul winning
99, Organization 89, Tactfulness and
5%, Ability to put agreeableness

lay members 89, Organization

to work 69, Preaching
1.99, Visiting 29, Hard work

Back Numbers of The Ministry

Your help is urgently needed in securing the fol-
lowing back numbers of THE MINISTRY. If you
have any of the issues listed below and would be
willing to let us have them please write the Min-
isterial Association, 6840 Eastern Avenue, NW.,
Washington, D.C. 20012.

1928 to 1936 inclusive: AIl issues or complete
volumes if possible.

1938: June, July, Aug., Sept.

1940: May.

1941: Feb., June, Sept., Oct., Nov., Dec.

1942: March, April, June, Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov.

1943: April, July, Sept.

1944: March, April, Oct., Nov., Dec.

1945: Jan., Sept., Oct.

1964: July, Nov.
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I COULD never live without meat. I'd

have to learn to cook all over again!”
“Yes, it’s easy for you to be a vegetarian.

You have been one all your life and know

how to make many tasty vegetarian protein
dishes!”

These two remarks are often heard from
those first introduced to the Adventist pro-
gram of healthful living, which discourages
the use of flesh food. Some continue asking
these questions for years after they become
members of the church, and never receive
much response. They therefore continue in
their old unhealthful dietary practices.

These sincere requests for help to live
more healthfully were a constant agitation
to me. The answer to this need was sup-
plied when news of a preacher who con-
ducted a cooking school at Sligo church
came my way. Why couldn’t I do that? If
William Loveless can make bread for sev-
eral hundred, surely I can for twenty-five
or thirty.

A visit to the General Conference Medi-
cal Department, the Book and Bible
House, and the originator of the idea,
Elder Loveless, supplied encouragement,
information, and supplies. A few hours
stolen from a busy schedule supplied the
time to put the lectures together and to
learn how to cook, and the “Let’s Eat” pro-
gram was on its way. Incidentally, this
preacher had seldom used the stove before
except to heat water for Postum, but there
was a woman in the house who gave him
considerable help in the fundamentals of
cookery.
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“Let’s Eat” consisted of five weekly
night sessions from seven to nine
o’clock. The topics covered were des-
serts and overweight, breads and
breakfasts, vegetarian protein dishes,
vitamins and minerals, and Iunches
and beverages.

More imaginative titles were used
for publicity, but these were the basic
topics covered on the five evenings.
The big job was deciding what to
leave out, since so much ready infor-
mation was available on the various
subjects. Gathering the materials, pre-
paring the lectures and publicity, and
learning how to cook all in one
month’s spare time—this was one of
the most informative, interesting, and
busy programs I have ever undertaken.

A copy of Everyday Nutrition for
Your Family was given to each family
who attended. Mimeographed recipes and
other leaflets were also given out each
evening.

Was it worth it? I should say so! And
here’s why.

I can think of no other church program
that has more possibilities of getting peo-
ple involved. Help is needed for serving,
for the literature table, for the sampling
table, for cleaning up afterward, and for
many other things. Even nonmembers can
be involved by assigning them a recipe to
make and bring to the next session. Occa-
sionally a braver personality can be se-
lected without warning to follow a recipe
and make a dish in front of the entire
group. This not only gets someone else in-
volved but helps prove the point that cook-
ing is not difficult,

Because the program is quite different
and can have entertaining features, it is an
excellent way to follow up a series of evan-
gelistic meetings. We maintained the in-
terest of several folks who would otherwise
have lost interest after the evangelistic team
moved away.

C. H. HARTMAN

Pastor, Charlottesville, Virginia
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Members and nonmembers alike saw
that the Adventist dietary program was
both simple and sensible. One who gives
the program who has never cooked before
has a decided advantage. The audience is
encouraged to be more adventurous in try-
ing new dishes. They think, “If he can
do that and has never cooked before, 1
can too.”

Several community folks came to visit
the church who would never have come
otherwise.

The whole venture brought much posi-
tive public relations, which will have a
continuing influence in Charlottesville. A
request for a preliminary news article to
cover “Let’s Eat” brought a customary
three-inch article that was lost in the back
pages of the newspaper. One visit to the
society editor brought a photographer-re-
porter to the church—an unprecedented
occurrence. This visit was followed by an
article and a picture of the preacher-chef
that occupied one third of the society page.
The story was by far the largest news cover-
age the Charlottesville church had ever re-
ceived in any single activity.

This program has excellent potential for
variety. The lecture and cooking demon-

Pastor C. H. Hartman issuing Cooking School Certificates.
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stration will occupy the majority of the
time. One or two good brief films or film-
strips are worth while. Audience participa-
tion in helping with a recipe or bringing
something made at home adds interest. A
weight-reduction contest adds variety and
will have special interest for many. This
begins with the first meeting, and the win-
ner is rewarded at the last meeting. A vari-
ety of skits can be used. This also helps to
increase the member participation.

Of special interest is the awarding of
prizes. These consist of food given by the
distributors of vegetarian protein products
as well as by local merchants. I was quite
surprised at the favorable way merchants
responded with products for door prizes.
The value of prizes ranged from fifty cents
to five dollars.

Cooking School Title Taboo

When labeling the program it is impor-
tant, I feel, not to refer to it as a “cooking
school.” One objective of the program is to
get men to come. The variety, the enter-
tainment factors, and the fact that food is
being served will encourage them to come.
Most men, however, especially nonmembers,
certainly do not want the word to get
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around at work that they attended a cook-
ing school at the Seventh-day Adventist
church. The thought of a story like that
getting out is enough to send most normal
males info a convulsion. Please call it “Let’s
Eat,” “Fun With Food,” anything—but not
a “cooking school.”

Restaurant Gets Involved

Two most interesting side contacts from
“Let’s Eat” have good future promise and
are therefore worthy of note. While borrow-
ing trays from one of Charlottesville’s most
prominent cafeteria-restaurants, I became
involved with the owner in a discussion
concerning high-protein vegetarian cook-
ery. He expressed unusual eagerness to ex-
periment with them and feature one of
these items once a week in his restaurant.
The second contact was made at the Uni-
versity of Virginia Hospital. While I was
gathering facts on the protein content of
commonly used meats, the dietitian there
manifested interest in vegetarian proteins
for occasional patients who would not eat
meat. Arrangements are being made to sup-
ply the hospital with foods for this purpose.
The pastor is planning a buffet supper to
provide opportunity for restaurant own-
ers and the dietitians of the two hospitals
to sample vegetarian protein products that
are available.

Any pastor who tries a program such as
“Let’s Eat” will be well rewarded, not only
with interesting information in a new field,
but with the pleasant experience of spend-
ing many hours working together with the
one he loves most, if she is a good cook who
likes to be helpful. This is an unusual privi-
lege that is seldom possible in a busy pas-
tor’s schedule.

No Reason for
Disloyalty

DUANE R. PETERSON

Pastor, lllincis

WHILE taking the church school group
on a specially arranged field trip to
a minimum-security penal farm in Vandalis,
Hlinois, I noticed some thought-provoking
posters for the employees. The messages
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were very apt, and they can be applied
beneficially to the ministry.
Loyalty
If you work for a man, in Heaven’s name work
for him.
If he pays you wages that supply your bread and
butter,
work for him, speak well of him, and stand by
him,
and stand by the institutions he represents.

If put to a pinch, an ounce of loyalty is worth a
pound of cleverness. If you must vilify, condemn,
or eternally disparage, resign your position.

But as long as you are a part of the institution,
do not condemn it. If you do, you are loosening
the tendrils that hold you to the institution, and
by the first high wind that comes along, you will
be uprooted and blown away; and probably you
will never know why.

Our loyalty to God, His cause, His
church, and His leadership should be such
as will remain firm and undaunted. To
stand resolutely in absolute loyalty to the
remnant church is the pillarlike position
every pastor must take. With harassment
of insidious insinuations and innuendoes
from within and without, the church will
not get better, but only worse, as time con-
tinues. God’s sentinels must remain stal-
wart in their loyalty.

Hear the voice of God: “My son, if sinners en-
tice thee, consent thou not.” Those who are con-
trolled by the Spirit of God are to keep their per-
ceptive faculties awake; for the time has come when
their integrity and loyalty to God and to one an-
other will be tested. Do not commit the least in-
justice in order to gain an advantage for your-
selves. Do unto others, in small matters as well as
in great, as you would that others should do unto
you. God says, “Ye are my witnesses.” You are to
act in My place—Sons and Daughters of God, p.
164.

Where do God’s men receive greater por-
tions of the attribute of loyalty?

All who will gather warmth from the coldness
of others, courage from their defections, and loy-
alty from their treason, will triumph with the
third angel’s message—Ibid., p. 201.

God and His church have been so very
good to us. First of all, we have been
chosen to be His full-time servants, and
then generously supplied with the needs of
life so that we can give our complete atten-
tion and time to the work He has called
us to do. Our hearts should be overflowing
with gratitude. Let us stand faithful and
true to all that God, His church, His lead-
ership, stands for.
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A Perennial Program

of Lvangelism

(PART 1)

CHARLES H. BETZ

Church and Development Secretary, Washington Conference

OVERWORKED, weary ministers; idle, in-
active church members; these are per-
ennial problems of the Christian church
today. Often a pastor is expected to do such
things as fix the leak on the roof of the
school, buy new chairs for the primary
division, prepare the annual budget, and
secure estimates on the cost of a new
furnace. The conference looks to him to
plan for and successfully conduct five or
six annual campaigns, to promote the
many special days and offerings, and to be
alert and active in many other areas. With
a concern for souls on his heart, the har-
rowed pastor takes time to give some Bible
studies and make necessary sick calls. Too
often the minister is almost a stranger at
home. His children beg him to play with
them, but there is no time; duty calls, so
he drives away again with the disappointed
look on the faces of his precious children
to haunt him and add to his frustration.
Overdrawn you say? Possibly so, but too
often—too true.

Late at night after the family has retired,
the minister muses over his day. He sadly
recalls that book he was going to read.
There was barely time for personal devo-
tion, let alone the exegesis he wanted to do
in the book of Hebrews. Gaines Dobbins
says:

The temptation of the minister is to play the
role of “star.” He is the pitcher on the team, the
player who carries the ball, the flying “ace,” the
general who plans the strategy and gives the com-
mands. Spectacular “stars” may win applause, but
victories are won by teams.?

The servant of the Lord observes:

Sometimes ministers do too much; they seek to
embrace the whole work in their arms. It absorbs
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and dwarfs them; yet they continue to grasp it all.
They seem to think that they alone are to work in
the cause of God, while the members of the church
stand idle. This is not God’s order at all?

This state of affairs is unfortunate for
the pastor and his family, but it is nothing
short of disastrous to the church. Our peo-
ple have become spectators, “religious
dwarfs.” They dry up like leaves on a tree
in the fall—ready to drop off at the slight-
est rustle of adverse breezes. Members who
are inactive become wonderful culture for
the virus of false doctrine—a prime target
for offshoot movements.

The Peril of Idleness

The Word of God clearly sets forth the
peril of uselessness. Among those on the
teft hand of the King, as recorded in Mat-
thew 25, are religious people who are hor-
rified to hear themselves denounced and
rejected simply because they “did it not
unto one of the least of these.” The one-
talent man, who hid his lord’s goods, was
stunned by the scathing rebuke and rejec-
tion of his lord. There 1s no charge of false
doctrine, worldliness, or immorality. He is
called “wicked,” not because of what he
did but because of what he failed to do—
he was just lazy! In the parable of the two
sons, the one representing the Jews, under
the condemnation of God, “went not.”
Likewise, the curse of God rested on Meroz
for what they had not done. “They had
loved that work which would bring the
greatest profit in this life; and opposite
their names in the ledger devoted to good
works there was a mournful blank.”*

The Lord’s messenger asks the poignant
question, “Where do we see travail of soul?
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Where do we see the members of the
church absorbed in religious themes . . . ?
Where do we see Christians feeling their
responsibility to make the church prosper-
ous, a wide-awake, lightgiving people?”*
To say that the majority of our members
in most places are doing little or nothing
by way of direct missionary endeavor is to
state a fact that most of us recognize. Many
of our members are inert, stagnating, and
vegetating spiritually because they are do-
ing nothing for Christ. In writing to the
leaders of one of our large centers the serv-
ant of the Lord says, “Not one in a hun-
dred among us is doing anything beyond
engaging in common, worldly enter-
prises.” * Again she states: “With stealthy
tread Satan is advancing to take those who
are now asleep, as a wolf taking his prey.” *
“He knows that if they sleep a little longer,
he is sure of them, for their destruction is
certain.” " The thought of thousands of our
members, especially in our large centers,
in this critical condition, should stab us
wide awake, and bring deep concern to
our hearts.

Busy Ministers—Idle People

Our problem comes into focus: Minis-
ters are busy for God; the people are idle.
We all have realized this; it grieves us. We
go into our study, we get on our knees,
and we prepare a message warm from
God’s throne. We arise to preach on Sab-
bath; we deliver our souls. We speak with
conviction and earnestness; and the peo-
ple are obviously moved by the Holy Spirit.
They solemnly raise their hands, promising
to go to work for God. We may organize
a training class and a band for the distribu-
tion of literature. Then comes camp meet-
ing, vacations, or Ingathering, and in a
short while we recognize sadly that we are
back in the same rut. And, as someone
said, “The only difference between a rut
and a grave is its dimensions.”

There seems to be a defeatism and
fatalism in the hearts of many pastors in
regard to lay evangelism. Has God set be-
fore us an impossible task? Or are we to
wait, as some have suggested, for persecu-
tion to waken our people? Or should we
await the latter rain before we seriously
seek to enlist our laymen? Divine counsel
states: “The great outpouring of the Spirit
of God . .. will not come until we have an
enlightened people, that know by experi-
ence what it means to be laborers together
with God. . .. God will recognize the fact
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by an outpouring of His Spirit without
measure; but this will not be while the
largest portion of the church are not la-
borers together with God.”® Again, “I was
shown God’s people waiting for some
change to take place, a compelling power
to take hold of them. But they will be dis-
appointed, for they are wrong. They must
act.”® How can we bridge this gap? How
can we lead our people into a consistent,
yearround involvement in soul winning?

The reasons for this inertia, this lack of
missionary zeal on the part of our people,
are many and complex. We recognize that
the problem is basically a spiritual deteri-
oration. Selfishness has seriously eroded
our missionary spirit. Love has burned
low on the altar of many hearts. We agree
that a revival is the greatest and most ur-
gent of all our needs. It is long overdue.
And to seek it should be our first work.

I do not believe that there is any an-
tagonism between methods and the power
of the Spirit. As Vernon Yearby says:

No attempt is made to press the Holy Spirit into
a ready-made evangelistic method. “The wind
bloweth where it will, and thou hearest the voice
thereof, but knoweth not whence it cometh, and
whither it goeth, so is every one that is born of the
spirit.” No man or group of men can tell whence
the wind cometh, or whither it goeth. No man, or
group of men, or a denomination can foretell the
line along which the Holy Spirit will operate to-
ward the accomplishment of a divine purpose. No
man will make the wind his servant except as he
learns the true method of answering its law. The
wind bloweth where it will, but if I want the
wind to be my servant and propel my boat across
the sea, I must know the method of constructing
the boat and setting the sail to catch the wind. So,
while the Holy Spirit is the one worker, without
whom nothing can be done in evangelism, it is im-
perative to discover the methods by which He
works, and in the proportion that is done, we will
be able to cooperate with Him in all His great
work and purpose.’

Methods, such as tithing, mint, anise
and cumin, ought not to be left undone.
The burden of this study is methodology.

Victories Won by Teams

In seeking a solution to this problem
our concept of ministry must first undergo
a radical change. We should recognize that
not only were we commissioned to pro-
claim a saving gospel but we were given
the oversight of the flock of God. We must
see our role as a leader of a team, re-
memberi