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NOTES AND NOTICES
Information and Sundry Items

€ Too many evangelists live in the past, employ-
ing the methods acceptable for conditions of fifty
or seventy-five years ago. They forget, or have
failed to realize, that in
the days of our forefa-
thers those won to the
Sabbath and kindred
truths were for the most part already earnest
‘Christians, with a living Christian experience.
They needed but to have their doctrinal errors
and wrong habits corrected, and they became
stanch, active Adventists, who remained stead-
fast in the faith. That was about all that was re-
quired. But today we live in a world that has for-
gotten God, in which Christianity has degenerated
largely into a form, an outward profession. There
is little difference nowadays between the pro-
fessing Christian and the worldling. Sound con-
version and a living Christian experience are com-
paratively rare today. Therefore, not only must
we lead men and women to acceptance of doctrinal
and prophetic truths, and reform of their physical,
recreational, reading, and other habits, but' we
must lead them as poor sinners to Christ. We
must bring them into a genuine experience of
conversion and union with Christ. We must teach
them to really pray. We must show them the way
to abiding victory in Christ. We must help them
to abdicate the throne of the heart, that Christ
may become absolute monarch of the life. Other-
wise we have merely convinced the mind without
changing the heart and life. The former is so
much easier than the latter. Some are fearfully
negligent just here. We must now do for our
hearers what the Methodists and Baptists first
used to do for them. If we fail here, we are in-
excusable before God. We are unfair to our con-
verts and will invite trouble and heartaches—and
inevitable apostasies for many. The doctrines
alone will not hold people to the faith. It takes
living fellowship with the living Christ. He is
the wondrous magnet that will hold as well as
draw initially. Ours is therefore a dual task—to
Christianize as well as to “doctrinize.” This is
as imperative in civilized as in heathen lands.
Here is a point of serious failure, for which God
will surely hold us accountable. It takes a tri-
umphant Christian to lead others into victorious
living; a mere theorist can only expound correct
doctrines for others to follow. The first is a true
guide; the second is but a fingerboard pointing
the way to correct thinking. That is why some
workers living in sin have still had accessions to
the faith up to the very last.

HELP POOR SINNERS
TO FIND CHRIST

€, Ax unfortunate error crept into the 1944 Index
of TuE MrNistrRY. For some unexplainable reason
the heading “Bible Instructor Council” was
omitted, but all the articles that appeared under
this section during the year 1944 were listed.

These titles are incorrectly given under the head-
ing “Autumn Council High Lights.” (See page
45 of the December, 1944, number.) Please bear
this in mind when looking up Bible instructor
items in the 1944 Index.

€ Many MiNistry readers will be interested in
the titles in the Spanish and Portuguese Minis-
terial Reading Courses for 1945, in the South
American Division. These are in Portuguese:

Ministry of Healing—White

Arqueologia Biblica—A. R. Crabtree

O Combate pela Vido—Paulo de Kruif

Inimigos da Humanidade—Dr. Thomason

A Luta Contra a Morte—Dr. Thomason

And in Spanish the following titles have been

chosen:

El Peregrino—Juan Bunyan .

El Hogar y la Salud—E. G. White

El Clamor de los Imperios en Ruinas
—D. Hammerly Dupuy

El Libro Desconocido—Carlos W. Turner

€. TaEe Publicity Bureau of the General Confer-
ence would like to send to each of our ministers
mimeographed copies of newspaper announce-
ments and reports taken from recent clippings
that have come in. Drop the secretary a card
asking for “Supplemental Press Material for Min-
isters,” addressing your request to J. R. Ferren,
General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,
Takoma Park 12, D.C.

THE greatest help that can be given our people
is to teach them to work for God, and to depend
on Him, not on the ministers.—7 estimonies, Vol.
VII, p. 19.

ONE OF THE MUSTS FOR MINISTERS

€ Ovur ministers will have many things to do in
1945. We must conduct our Ingathering for
missions. We must raise a large -fund for the re-
habilitation of our work in war-devastated coun-
tries; we must continue evangelistic work; and we
must lead our people in soul-winning service. But
one thing of primary importance which alone will
make effective all our church endeavor and which
will make all other things easier, is to lead our
people into a deeper spiritual life.

Doubtless one of the very best means of bring-
ing about this deeper experience in the lives of our
people will be the effective promotion of systematic
Bible study, as recommended by the recent Autumn
Council, and found on page 10 of the Review and
Herald of November 30. The Bible year leaflets
called for in the recommendation were sent to the
conference offices for distribution to all the
churches. We fear some were late, but hope all
have them now. It would be a fine thing if every
minister (and every church elder where there is no
minister) would present to the people the supreme
importance of a prayerful, daily study of God’s
Word, encouraging everyone to enter into one of
the lines of reading or study suggested besides the
daily Sabbath school lesson study.

Mirton E. Kerw.

THE MINISTRY, MARCH, 1945 ® PAGE 2

K



L

Official Organ of the Ministerial Association of
Seventh-day Adventxsts

EDITOR

ASSOCIATE EBITORS
OFFICE EDITOR

——

LEROY EDWIN FROOM

J. LAMAR McELHANY, R. ALLAN ANDERSON. LOUISE C. KLEUSER -
MABLE HINKHOUSE TOWERY

€ The perils of fanaticism as
illustrated in World War I

A Well-Balanced Mind in Wartime

OD gives His children the spirtt of a sound
mind. (z Tim. 1:7.) That means the kind of
thinking which does not go too slow or run

too fast. It turns neither to the right nor to the
left.” To have a balanced mind, however, is not to
be weak, compromising, neutral, or indifferent as
to live issues. While a balanced mind is thought-
ful and considerate, it is also strong, keen, and
brave in defense of the truth of God. It is never
quick to condemn or to cause separation, but even
in times of crisis remains quiet, considerate, tol-
erant, and fair.

We are living in a day of hasty decisions and
snap judgments. False propaganda and unsound
rumors thrive. In days of war there is too much
excitement. People jump to conclusions and are
quick to think evil of others. The fact is that
loose, crooked, or frenzied thinking is a real peril
at this time, This is true concerning not only pol-
itics or national issues, but religion and churches
as well. In such days as these the faith of some
seems to turn to a fanaticism that lays waste like
a prairie fire.

I saw some of these extreme people and their
fruitage in the first World War. Some who made
high claims as reformers became not only a nui-
sance but at times a positive peril. Instead of
helping the remmnant church they tried to split it,
and instead of leading God’s children into deeper
love and unity they became smiters of the breth-
ren. There are still 4 few of these misnamed re-~
formed Adventists with us, and their efforts to
undermine faith and create suspicion in our
churches emphasize the importance of the thought-
ful judgment of a well-balanced mind.

1 remember well how these things started in
1914. One of our members in Berlin, known as an
extremist, chose to go to prison rather than per-
mit himself to be vaccinated. He claimed to be
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By LEWIS H. CHRISTIAN, Vice-
President of the General Conference

directed in this by divine “visions,” and he wanted
the Adventist Church to print his so-called revela-
tions. One of his visions was that the Lord would
come just about New Year’s, 1915. Another one,
in Switzerland, at the same time endorsed what
the first one had written, only alleging that he
had had a “vision” that the end of the world
would occur in April, 1915. These men, with
other fanatics, stirred up our churches and tried

‘to create turmoil and dissatisfaction. They were

so ultraradical in their views that they even called
the service of the Red Cross the service of the
devil. In many places they preached desertion
and defeatism. They scattered thousands of little
pamphlets, and before long they called the Advent-
ist people Babylon, and organized a church of
their own. Soon, however, they split up among
themselves and began to disfellowship one an-
other. We still have these folks to perplex us, and
their great stock in trade is that the Adventists
during World War T did not take the right stand
in Central Europe.

That our workers may have the facts, I will give
further details. In 1920 I attended the large Gen-
eral Conference Council in Friedensau, where these
misguided people asked A. G. Daniells four ques-
tions. I have the stenographic report of that
meeting. Elder Daniells, in an able, kind, and
convincing manner, answered every query. He
emphasized four points:

1. The war came as a great surprise to our peo-
ple in Europe. In the excitement of those days
some brethren had written things that were not
helpful, but they had confessed their mistakes, and
had asked the Adventist Church to forgive them.
This' we did, and it was clear that their labors
were blessed of God.

2. The second question had to do with the bear-
ing of arms. Elder Daniells’ answer to this was
that the General Conference had held the same
position on this in the World War that had just



closed, as had been taken from the very first, in
1864-65. His statement was true to fact in 1920,
and it 1s true today.

3. The third question dealt with the faith of the
General Conference in the Testimonies. Elder
Daniells emphasized and proved that this church
believes in the Spirit of prophecy the same as it
has from the beginning. His words were a great
help to our people overseas. I was in Central
Furope in 1939, just before the present war be-
gan, and attended a series of meetings in the lead-
ing cities there. I found that at every conference
the people studied the Testimonies, and believed
them to be light from the Lord.

4. In reply to the fourth question, as to whether
the advent movement is national or international,
Elder Daniells’ answer was that our message is
not for any one nation alone. It belongs to, and
is being preserited to, every nation, kindred,
tongue, and people. Qur present large, world-
wide work proves that his answer was right.

AF TER Elder Daniells had clearly
replied to these four questions he urged these re-
bellious brethren not to leave the remnant church
of God. He pointed out to them that they had
made a great mistake in starting an organization
of their own, in collecting money, in trying to
break up our churches, and in printing literature
to prove that the advent church was not the peo-
ple of God. He emphasized that this was utterly
out of harmony with the Bible and the Spirit of
prophecy, and added that his experience led him
to say that God would never bless them in their
efforts. Time has certainly proved that his an-
swers were correct, for the story of these so-called
reform folks is one of disappointment and con-
“fusion. )

We mention this as an illustration of the need
of careful, balanced, godly thinking. It is not in
overseas divisions only that we find extremists. A
few weeks ago, down in Texas, as we were driv-

—Please turn fo page 44

VITAL TESTIMONY COUNSELS
Released by E. G. White Trustees

Guard the Waymarks of Truth

Guarp WayMarks oF TRUTH.—The great way-
marks of truth, showing us our bearing in pro-
phetic history, are to be carefully guarded, lest they
be torn down and replaced with theories that would
bring confusion rather than genuine light—E. G.
WaIte MS. 31, 1906.

Point or ENeMY’s RELENTLESS ATTACK.—The’

enemy will set everything in operation to uproot
the confidence of the believers in the pillars.of our
faith in the messages of the past, which have placed
us upon the elevated platform of eternal truth, and

which have established and given character to the

work.,”—E. G. Wuite MS. 106, 1898, quoted in
Notebook Leaflets, “The Church,” No. 4.

REjECT INTERPRETATION OF WRECKERS.—Listen
not a moment to the interpretations that would
loosen one pin, remove one pillar, from the plat-
form of truth. Human interpretations, the recep-
tion of fables, will spoil your faith, confuse your
understanding, and make of none effect your faith
in Jesus Christ. Study diligently the third chap-
ter of Revelation. In it is pointed out the danger
of losing your hold upon the things that you have
heard and learned from the Source of all light—
E. G. WaitE Letter 230, 1906.

No Oraer FounpaTions Varip.—Let none seek
to tear away the foundations of our faith,—the
foundations that were laid at the beginning of our
work, by prayerful study of the Word and by reve-
lation. Upon these foundations we have been
building for the last fifty years. Men may sup-
pose that they have found a new way, and that they
can lay a stronger foundation than that which has
been laid. But this is a great deception. Other
foundation can no man lay than that which has
been laid—Review and Herald, March 3, 1904.

PROTEST AGAINST REMOVING LANDMARKS.—
When men come in who would move one pin or
pillar from the foundation which God has estab-
lished by His Holy Spirit, let the aged men who
were pioneers in our work speak plainly, and let
those who are dead speak also, by the reprinting
of their articles in our periodicals. Gather up the
rays of divine light that God has given as He has
led His people on step by step in the way of truth.
This truth will stand the test of time and trial.—
E. G. WHITE MS. 62, 1905. )

UNDERMINING PiLLars oF Farta.~The truths
that have been substantiated by the manifest work-
ing of God are to stand fast. Let no one presume
to move a pin or a foundation stone from the struc-
ture. Those who attempt to undermine the pillars
of our faith are among those of whom the Bible
says that “in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils.”—E. G. WHitE Letter 87, 19o5.

WayMmarks MusT BE PReESERVED.—AL this time
many efforts will be made to unsettle our faith in
the sanctuary question; but we must not waver.
Not a pin is to be moved from the foundations of
our faith. Truth is still truth. Those who become
uncertain will drift into erroneous theories, and
will finally find themselves infidel in regard to the
past evidence we have had of what is truth. The
old waymarks must be preserved, that we lose not
our bearings—E. G. WHITE Letter 395, 1906.

SrouLp ExAMINE THE PILLARS.—]t is essential
that we study the Scriptures far more earnestly
than we do. With fervent prayer we should ear-
nestly and thoroughly examine the pillars of our
faith, to see that we have no false support.—Re-
view and Herald, Feb. 25, 18g0.

Give WorLp Gop’s MEessaGe.—Give to the world
the message the Lord has given you. Remove not
a pin or a pillar from the foundation of our faith.
Preach the truth as it has been given by the Lord.
—E. G. WaITE Letter 279, 1904.
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THE QUERY CORNER

Bible Questions and Worker Problems

—

Are any wversions of the “Report of Pontius Pilate to Tiberius” that are in circulation gen-
wine, or are they forgeries? What about our ministers’ using them in their public work?

Some of our workers have fdlen a prey to the spuri-
ous description of the physical features of Jesus, allegedly
written by Publius Lentulus. Such have used it in the
pulpit, over the air, and in print—awhich is to be re-
gretted. This has created distrust as to the judgment
‘and scholarship of such workers on the part of the in-
formed. To get the facts before our readers, we asked
two experienced men—an editor and a teacher-—to care-
fully investigate and report. Here are their separate
findings.—EDITORS.

“The Epistle of Publius Lentulus”
@NCE in a while a speaker or a writer bobs up

among us with a discourse in which is promi- -

nently featured the beautiful description of the
physical features of Jesus as they are verbally
sketched in the apocryphal document known as
“The Epistle of Publius Lentulus.” *

This spurious letter purports to be the writing
of one Publius Lentulus, Roman and praeses Hier-
osolymitanorum (president of the people of Jerusa-
lem) to the Roman senate. In some texts he is
said to have been either a proconsul in Judea or
an official in the province of Judea. In one text the
letter is addressed to Tiberius Caesar. The Latin
classics speak of some forty-three persons called
Publius Lentulus, but in none of these instances is
there anybody mentioned by that name as having
been a Roman official in Jerusalem in the time of
Christ’s ministry. There was a praeses Syriae (a
president of Syria) and a procurator Judae (a
procurator of Judea), but no office called praeses
Hierosolymitanorum is known to have existed. Jo-
'sephus says nothing about any Publius Lentulus
holding such an office in Palestine. ‘

Moreover, it was not the practice of the Roman
emperors to address their reports to the senate, but
to the emperor, to whom they were responsible.
It should be noted that in the early centuries of the
empire the emperors preserved the forms of re-
publican government. Augustus and Tiberius and
even later emperors left the peaceful provinces
nominally in the hands of the senate, The emperor
Augustus, however, took over the turbulent prov-
inces. Reports from the pacified provinces might
well be addressed to the senate, but those from the
turbulent provinces would probably be addressed
to the emperor. Palestine was a turbulent province
under the emperor.

No mention is made of this epistle by any of the
ancient writers, either Christian, Jewish, or pagan,
while numerous other spurious epistles are either

*A copy may be found in Bernard Pick, The Extra-
Canonical Life of Christ, New York: Funk and Wag-
nalls, 1903, Pp. 210, 2IL.)
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quoted or referred to by the so-called “church
fathers.” While the Latin used in the letter is of
the ancient type, yet the text abounds in expres-
sions that would not be used naturally by a Roman
citizen. :

The. fraudulent letter was widely circulated as
genuine among Roman Catholics in the Middle
Ages. Today it is recognized by them as spurious.
(See Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. IX, art., “Publin
Lavertas”; The Catholic Mind, March, 1944, p.
189.) It is repudiated as a forgery by all Protes-
tant scholars of repute. And it certainly discredits
the minister and our ministry in the eyes of intelli-
gent people for any of our workers to quote the
letter as authentic. Its first known appearance is
said to have been in the fifteenth century.

It would be well to seek information from relia-
ble literary sources or from some of our best-
informed ministers before quoting as genuine any
literary productions purporting to be of the type
of that called “The Epistle of Publius Lentulus.”

R. 1. Opom. [Editor, Watchman
Magazine, Nashville, Tennessee.]

Spurious Report of Pontiué Pilate

HE alleged “Report of Pontius Pilate to Ti-
" berius”t has come down in various forms and
1s said to be that of Pilate, narrating the proceed-
ings of the trial and speaking of Jesus in the high-
est terms of praise. It is built upon FEusebius’
statement that:

“The wonderful resurrection and ascension into
heaven of our Saviour was now already generally fa-
mous, and in accordance with an ancient custom that
thosq who were ruling over the nations should report
to him who held the imperial office any new movement
among them, in order that no event might escape his
notice, Pilate communicated to the emperor Tiberius the
story of the resurrection from the dead of our Saviour
Jesus as already famous among all throughout Palestine,
together with the information he had gained of His other
wonders and how He was believed by many to be a
God, in that after death He had risen from the dead.”—
%‘Ihe Loeb Classical Library, Eusebius I, p. 111, E. H

. 2,

Several versions of Pilate’s alleged report are in
existence, and all are obviously fictitious. No orig-
inal has ever been discovered. For detailed infor-
mation on these, one may read Tischendotf, Evan-
gelia apocrypha, and the article by Lipsius on
“Apocryphal Gospels” in the Dictionary of Chris-
tian Biography. Lipsius says that all these reports
are “of Catholic origin, and written with an apolo-
getic intention.” He continues:

7 A copy _may be seen in J. D. Donehoo, The Apocra-
Canonical Life of Christ (New York: Funk and Wag-
nalls, 1903), pp. 2o, 211. ‘




“Their composition for the most part seems to have
been suggested by the Roman custom to draw up official
reports of important trials and executions, the so-called
Acta praesidialia. The conjecture was a natural one that
such acts must have been drawn up by Pontius Pilate
himself, or under his authority, in reference to the trial
and crucifixion of our Lord.”—Dictionary of Christian
Biography (Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1880),
Vol. 11, p. 707.

To this Catholics agree. When a copy of the
“report’” was submitted to Fathers Kortendick and
Mullin, of the Catholic University, Washington,
D.C., both men pronounced it a forgery.

It is merely another copy of a line of similarly
forged reports. The one submitted is undoubtedly
the copy printed by W. D. Mahan, a Cumberland
Presbyterian minister, of Boonville, Missouri, and

" published in 1879. In 1885 Mr, Mahan published

a considerable volume containing nine such re-
ports, alleging them to be translated from ancient
parchments and scrolls at Constantinople and the
Vatican at Rome.

These various reports are full of “childish blun-
ders,” references to “authorities” that simply do
not exist, and transcriptions from Ben-Hur and
other books. The whole hoax has been exposed for
the valueless thing it is, and condemned as “ridicu-
lous and disgusting.” A full account is given in
Strange New Gospels, by E. G. Goodspeed, pages
42-62, (University of Chicago, 1931.) Our work-
ers will raise serious question as to their own care-
fulness, discernment, and reliability whenever they
employ dubious and spurious citations of this sort.

R. E. Loassy. [Professor of Biblical
Languages, Theological Seminary.]

e ——r—————

EFFECTIVE ILLUSTRATIONS

For Use in Sermon or Song

e ———— —

SEEING THE WRONG SIDE~—Dr. G. F.
Pentecost was once trying to comfort a woman
who had passed through sore trials. Failing in his
efforts to cheer her and dispel her doubts, he took
up somme embroidery upon which she had been
working and said, “What a confusion of threads!
Why waste time on a thing like that?”

Turning the embroidery over, she said, “Now
ook at it. You were seeing it only from the wrong
side.”

“That’s it, exactly,” said Doctor Pentecost.
“You were looking at your trials from the wrong
side. Turn them over and look at them from the
right side—that is, from God’s side. The Lord
is working out a design of His own choosing for
your life, and you must look at things from His
point of view, and trust His workmanship.”—The
Presbyterian.

THE CENTRALITY OF CHRIST.—We sat
in reverent silence before the stained-glass window
reproduction of Leonardo da Vinci’s painting of
The Last Supper. By means of a series of shut-
ters, our guide pictured for us the effect of sunset
and coming darkness on the great window. Al-
though it was near the noon hour, we saw the

characteristic features of the disciples’ faces grow
slowly indistinct, the brilliant colors of their robes
become dim, only the central figure retaining its
identity. Soon the table with the figures gathered
around it, faded into the darkness; and there re-
mained only the Christ, His face shining out of
the darkness as though illumined by a heavenly
%ght.———MRS. GEOrRGE W. CHESsMAN in The Secret
ace.

NEEDING EACH OTHER.—Anyone who
plays a musical instrument can easily understand
why we need each other—that no life is complete
alone. When the musician plays his instrument in
an orchestra, he finds his own tones enriched and
glorified in blending with the whole. A satisfac-
tion comes to him from the combined result of the
orchestra, which he never knew as a soloist. The
melody which he plays is sustained and given new
meaning by the other instruments around him. It
is true, he might not care for a bass horn or the
cymbal as lone accompanists. But when these in-
struments play their parts in concert, each adds to
the harmony of the whole—HzrLEN L. TONER in
The Secret Place. - ‘

KNEELING TO SEE.—In beautiful Rio de
Janeiro stands a beautiful statue of the Christ
looking down with outstreiched hands. As one ap-
proaches the statue, the kindly attendant says that
in order to see the face of the Christ one must
kneel, and thus, looking up, one can see the glori-
ous face. The eyes that see are the eyes of those
who reverently kneel in prayer to our Saviour and
then look up to Him for His blessing.—SAMUEL
M. OrreGON in The Secret Place. ‘

LIGHT AND POWER.—Two men stood to-
gether on the deck of a China coast steamer. One,
an oil salesman, was telling about the greatness of
his company, its scores of agents and millions of
dollars’ worth of business. Finally, he turned to
the other and asked, “What is your business ?”’

“Light and power,” came the reply.

“Are you working for yourself or for some com-
pany?” : ’

“lI am working for the greatest company on
earth,” the second man said. “We have thousands
of representatives in every country on the globe.”

“What company is that?” the oil man wanted to
know.

“The kingdom of God,” replied the other. “I
am a Christian missionary.”—The Secret Place.

WITHHOLDING THE INHERITANCE.—
If your father left in his will an inheritance for
you and your brother, and your brother, being at
a distance, could only receive his inheritance if you
sent it to him, would you feel free to decide
whether to send it to him or not? And if you did
send it to him, would you take considerable credit
to yourself for doing so? That's foreign missions.
Peaple talk complacently about the “poor heathen.”
Why “poor”? Because the heathen have not re-
ceived their share of the inheritance which the
Father left us to give them.—Swunday School
Times.
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CHALLENGE OF A WORLD TASK

A Survey of Mission Problems, Methods, and Relationships

€ Sobering facts and figures for our individual study

Church Growth and the Tithe

N an active church body such as the Seventh-

day Adventist, which does not practice infant

baptism, it is reasonable to expect that the
membership growth will be in fair proportion to
the number of baptisms each year. During the
thirteen-year period beginning with 1931, the
average yearly baptisms in the North American
field numbered 11,641. But the average yearly in-
crease in church membership over the same period
was 6,196. Thus for every 100 persons baptized
during these years, the church increase was ac-
tually only 53 members.

In the year 1943 alone the recorded baptisms
were 10,704 as compared with this thirteen-year
average of 11,641. The membership increase of
3,396 was 2,300 below the period’s norm of church
growth, or 37 per cent. The net gain in church
membership in 1943 for every I1c0 persons bap-
tized was only 36, which is the lowest record of
any year but one since the year 1928.

In the Seventh-day Adventist Church the rite
of baptism is performed almost wholly by the or-
dained ministers of the denomination. Although
church workers of every class and lay members as
well help in preparing candidates for church asso-
ciation, upon the ordained minister has been spe-
cifically laid the solemn responsibility of nurturing
and maturing the seeker for truth, and leading
him into full church fellowship.

To a limited extent, at least, it would seem then
that a basis of comparison of church advancement
from year to year might be discovered in the re-
lationship between the number of baptisms and
the count of ordained ministers in any given sec-
tion, recognizing at all times that there is a va-
riety of conditions difficult to determine which
favor or retard the fruitful results of ministerial
service. Whatever the effect of such contributing
factors may be, the ratio of workers to baptisms is
worthy of note,.

By comparing the strength of the ministerial
force in the United States and Canada with the
number of baptisms performed from the beginning
of 1931 to the end of 1943, we find that if each
laborer in active service were considered, the en-
tire group would have baptized an average of
around eleven (10.7) members a year for each
ordained minister in the. North American field.
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By CLAUDE CONARD, Statistical
Secretary of the General Conference

In 1943 alone the aggregate number of baptisms
for each Seventh-day Adventist ordained minister
was actually eight persons.

The tabulation which follows shows numerically
the relations between baptisms and church mem-
bership in the United States and Canada, and be-
tween baptisms and the number of ordained min-
isters each year since 1931:

Baptisms, Membership Increase,
and Ordained Ministers

Memb. No. Av. No. -

Memb. Inc.for Ord. Bapt. per

Year Baptisms Inc. 100 Bapt. Min. Minister
1931 ..... 10,626 7,227 68 91§ 11.6
1932 «nn.. 10,836 7,975 74 981 11.0
1933 ... .. 12,711 8,013 63 1,000 12.7
1934 vu--. 11,974 7,439 62 1,026 11.7
1935 o .. 11,580 6,291 55 1,046 11.1
1936 ... .. 9,889 3,764 38 1,043 9.5
1937 +uees 9,830 3,219 32 1,033 9.5
1938 ..... 12,548 6,724 54 1,051 11.9
1939 ... .. 12,140 6,127 51 1,086 11.2
1940 ... .. 13,908 8,447 61 1,122 12.4
1041 ... 12,120 5,545 46 1,230 9.9
1942 ..... 12,466 5,882 47 1,308 9.5
1943 «vv .. 10,704 3,896 36 1,336 8.0
Av, (13 yr8.) 11,641 6,106 53 1,091 10.7

Tithe and Number of Baptisms

The major portion of the tithe paid into the
conferences in North America is used in the local
fields for administrative and evangelistic purposes.
It would not seem unreasonable to anticipate that
during times when there are abundant advances
in tithe income there would also be a more or less
proportionate growth in church memberships.
That the experience of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in recent years has not fully followed this
pattern warrants careful attention.

For the thirteen-year period ending with 1943
the average of baptisms as compared to tithe in the
United States and Canada was one baptism for
each $448 of tithe receipts in the conferences. In
1933 alone, with a tithe of $2,715,869.67, there
were 12,711 baptisms in the North American field,
or a ratio of one baptism for each $214 in tithe.
In 1943 the tithe was $11,978,811.97—more than
five times what it was in 1933—but the 10,704 bap-
tisms in 1943 were fewer than in 1933. There
was one baptism in 1943 for each $1,119 of tithe.
The tabulation following shows the tithe relation-
ship to baptisms each year from 1931 to 1943:




Relationship of Tithe and Baptisms

Relation of
Tithe MNo. Tithe to Each
Year Receipts Baptisms Baptism
b X3 S $3,501,071.04 10,626  $338
1932 .. ... 2,892,558.54 10,836 267
1933 .- . 2,715,869.67 12,711 214
1934 cevaeonnn 3,313,512.39 11,974 277
I035 «reuenennn 3,618,262.18 11,580 312
1936 ... 4,199,463.60 9,889 425
1937 - ueennnn 4,619,648.41 9,830 470
1938 ... ... 4,692,204.56 12,548 374
1939 «vvnvnnn .. 4,942,036.57 12,140 407
Q40 o eiee s 5,448,244.13 13,908 392
1041 ..ieeiienn 6,743,275.27 12,120 556
TG42 +vnvenennn 9,088,347.55 12,466 729
TO43 cvverunnnn 11,978,811.97 10,704 1,119
Aver. (13 yrs.) 5,218,792.06 11,641 448

A further important comparison is made of tithe
receipts with church membership growth, Dur-
ing the years from 1931 to 1943 inclusive the av-
erage annual net increase in membership was one
member for every $842 tithe. In 1933 alone, when
the tithe was the least for any year in this thir-
teen-year period and the membership increase one
of the largest, the relationship was one member of
church growth for each $339 of tithe received.

In 1943, while the annual receipt of tithe was
the highest ever recorded in the United States
and Canada, the church membership gains were
less than usual, and the ratio was one member of
increase for $3,075 tithe, or a relationship of tithe
for each unit of membership growth of more than
nine times that of 1933.

The accompanying tabulation gives the average
tithe receipts each year from 1931 to 1943 for
each member of church growth.

Relationship of Tithe to Membership Increase
Relat. of Tithe

Tithe Memb.to Each Memb.
Year Receipts Increase of Increase
(=% 3 SN $3,591,071.04 7,227  $ 497
IQ32 oo errennnn 2,802,558.54 7,975 363
T933 «venennnnn 2,715,869.67 8,015 339
1034 «uanrenns 3,313,512.39 7,439 445
TO35 cveevnennn 3,618,262,18 6,201 575
1936 oL .ieoan. 4,199,463.60 3,764 1,116
IQ37 cevnnennnn 4,619,648.41 3,219 1,435
1038 ... .a.. 4,692,204.56 6,724 698
1930 ¢vennannn 4,942,936.57 6,127 807
1940 i 5,448,244.13 8,447 645
I04T cvevvvnnns 6,743,275.37 5,545 1,216
1942 «vivenannn 0,088,347.55 5,882 1,545
T943 e vene s 11,978,811.97 3,806 3,075
Aver. (13 yrs.) 5,218,792.06 6,196 842

The relationships between tithe receipts and
baptisms and church increases may have more
than passing interest. The wide differences be-

tween these factors in the several years offers a

distinct challenge to determine how fuller returns
in baptisms and membership growths can be se-
cured from the greater inflows of the tithes of
God’s people. The material prosperity of the
church calls for increasing earnestness in the proc-
lamation of the gospel of salvation to everyone
who will hear. For the accomplishment of this
purpose the Lord has promised His richest bless-
ing on the faithful efforts of those who have been
entrusted with this sacred task.

——

RADIO EVANGELISM IN ACTION
Plans, Methods, and Objectives

Freedom of Air Jeopardized

Bv CraarLes A. ReENTFRo, Traffic Co-ordinator,
General Conference Radio Commission

NE rather disconcerting revelation as we en--

ter the new year is the sobering thought that
our individual freedoms are gradually being cur-
tailed. Under wartime pressure we admit the
need for these temporary restrictions. Yet long
before the pall of global war spread itself over the
earth, insidious inroads were being made on our
hard-earned freedoms, particularly freedom of
speech. Good governments have always gained
by the critical but honest opinions of the governed.
This accounts for the strength of democratic gov-
ernments, of which the world’s outstanding pattern
is the United States of America.

Our founding fathers wisely willed to us a grand
legacy of human rights aimed to prevent the un-
lawful restriction of free speech. What further
provisions there might have been if the radio had
then been in existence! Yet today, in a.D. 1045,
the issue of free speech has become a subject of
intense controversy, fanned by the struggles in
foreign lands. Qur fair land is feeling the hot
waves from the seething caldrons of hate and sus-
picion, under which have been kindled the fires of
persecution, oppression, and banishment.

The first to feel the impact of this critical out-
look have been the press and radio news agencies.
They are in a jittery condition today. One great
news-gathering association is struggling to main-
tain the freedom of news at its source. If news-
men are disturbed, what may be said of the radio
world? Carrying the analogy still further, what
about religious news commentators and broadcast-
ers? Apparently convinced that “religion pays”
and that there must be such a thing as “racketeer
religious programs,” certain radio stations have
adopted a most unusual practice. National rate
cards are requiring the I00 per cent payment of
“A” time, regardless of the position of a religious
program on a schedule, in contrast with commer-
cial programs which carry a lesser rate. For the
local broadcaster, in terms of financial support,
this is tantamount to taxing his property out of
existence. It is definitely a freezing-out process.
This regulation was preceded by another onerous
restriction imposed by many stations, which pre-
vents the scheduling of religious programs on
Sunday afternoons and evenings.

Lest we judge the radio industry too harshly,
we should go behind the scenes to see for our-
selves what may be prompting this rather unusual
condition. Unlike many other types of business
corporations, radio stations must depend on the
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uncertain practice of licensing which is granted
by the Federal Communications Commission. The
Saturday Evening Post of July 22, 1944, is au-
thority for the statement made by Henry F. Prin-
gle that a “bitter grievance of the industry is the
issuance of only temporary licenses to many sta-
tions—licenses which normally range from a few
weeks to six months.” )

For a struggling radio station this is the sword
of Damocles dangling by a flimsy thread overhead.
Further complicating factors arise from labor
unions which have conducted strikes among musi-
cians and radio technicians, even to the banning of
recordings to major producers until they have
signed contracts with the tnion. These varied and
complicated restraints, added to royalty charges
now accruing to the union and all the many other
restrictions of script content and security meas-
ures, make such a load that the radio industry can
hardly bear it. And who pays for all this? Ob-
viously it is the advertiser, or the sponsor. Will
the advertiser stand the added cost for long?
Hardly! The additional cost of broadcasting is
eventually taxed upon the consumer. The hard-
working wage earner begins to clamor for higher
wages—and thus the vicious circle goes on and on.
Therein are the makings of inflation and the be-
ginnings of government price controls, which, to
be enforced, call for rigid and drastic measures.

Apparently a similar condition exists in many
countries overseas. In Mexico the radio broad-
casting association appealed for freedom of speech
over the air not long ago. Anocther country in
South America issued a ban on recorded broad-
casts, requiring a live broadcast. Certain reli-
gious programs went off the air entirely. All this
is a direct attack upon religious freedom as we
have known it in the Western Hemisphere.

Certain Protestant programs are having great
difficulties, if not total black-outs, in other coun-
tries with large Catholic following, and in Protest-
ant America “religion now gets a top billing on
the airways, with Catholic programs well to the
fore,” according to the October, 1944, issue of
the Catholic Digest. This generous treatment of
Catholic broadcasts by the major networks, as
compared with that accorded the various Protest-
ant programs which must finance their own way
without recourse to public appeals for funds over
the radio, is indicative of a very significant trend.

Truly the door of human rights is being opened
in preparation for invasion upon those dearly held
freedoms of centuries past. When such limita-
tions, plus the restricted availability of time sched-
ules, are forcing religious broadcasters of long
standing off the air, then it is well to pause in
deep reflection and justified concern over what is
coming over the world.

XX XN

THE best help that ministers can give the mem-
bers of our churches is not sermonizing, but plan-
ning work for them. Give each one something to
do for others.—Testimonies, Vol. IX, p. 82.
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THE BOOK SHELF

Books, Reviews, and Discussions

———

————

The Revolt Against God,* Rufus W. Weaver,
Revell, New York, 1944, 243 pages, $2.50.

The author, a Southern Baptist, former presi-
dent of Mercer University, discovers the most por-
tentous phenomenon in modern history—not in the
global war, not in the threat of world-wide en-
slavement, not in the possible destruction of Eu-
ropean and Western civilizations, not in the un-
precedented impoverishment of human culture,
but in “the Blitzkrieg against God.”

He traces the molding of Christianity through
the historic impact that successive cultures have
made upon it. It found liberation from Jewish
tradition, from polytheistic priesthoods, from Ro-
man imperial rule, from the ecclesiastical tyranny
of the Papacy, and from the legalized intolerance
of the state.

We are now witnessing the sixth major conflict
—the most terrible of all—between Christianity
and the paganistic philosophy which erects man
himself into a deity and openly avows its purpose
to eradicate the idea of God. This, the author de-
clares, “has assumed the character of a Blitzkrieg
against God—a lightninglike war upon the Judge
of the nations—[which has] developed within the
past quarter of a century a God-defying national-
ism, which is the basic cause of World War I1.”
He calls this “the climax of the age-long conflict
between human culture and divine providence.”.
He asserts: -

“Today Christianity faces a problem beside which
Pharisaism, Gentile paganism, the Roman Empire, the
Roman Catholic hierarchy and the state establishments
fade away into comparative insignificance. This prob-
lem has had its origin in a materialistic science, so
strongly entrenched in the culture of the modern world
governments, choosing the dicta of the scientists rather
than the truths of divine revelation, directing their pow-
ers to the obliteration of the idea of God from the minds
of those over whom they exercise authority. The civi-
lized world is witnessing the growing dominance of those
social institutions and agencies that have safeguarded
and encouraged the spread of religious faith; among

these institutions, in many respects the most powerful,
is government,”

This is a book which has a rightful claim on
the attention of thoughtful persons. It is a neces-

sary book for ministers, teachers, laymen, and stu-
dents who would inform themselves regarding a

conspicuous danger of the hour.

Carryre B. Haywngs. [General
Secretary, War Service Commission.]

The Listening Post,* Thomas B. Morgan, Put-
nam, New York, 1944, 242 pages, $3.

Thomas B. Morgan was a representative of the
United Press in Rome for many years. His book
provides an insight to the complex but smoothly
functioning machinery by which the Vatican is
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perhaps one of the best-informed “listening posts”
of any international organization. He reminds us
of some outstanding instances of papal diplomacy
and uncovers unforgettable episodes in the recent
developments of papal relations with the United
States.

The chapter “Personal Representative of the
President” is but one example of close observa-
tion, showing that he witnessed momentous
changes in the Vatican. His firsthand reports of
these developments are of genuine historical im-
portance. RoBerT F. CORREIA.

[Intern, Potomac Conference.]

Man's Most Dangerous Myth, M. F. Ashley Mon-
tagun,* Columbia University Press, New York,
1942, 216 pages, $2.25.

Ever since the beginning of the preseat world
struggle there has existed a need for some scien-
tific and authentic word on the “race” theory.
This need has now been supplied in Man's Most
Dangerous Myth: The Fallacy of Race. The title
is sufficient to indicate the value of this work to
the Christian minister. Some-of the chapters are
“The Origin of the Concept of Race,” “The Mean-
inglessness of the Anthropological Conception of
Race,” “The Biological Facts,” “ ‘Race’ and Soci-
ety,” “The Creative Power of ‘Race’ Mixture,”
“‘Race’ and Culture,” “‘Race’ and War,” etc.

The book is readable to the layman. Although
it is strictly scientific, it gives the Christian min-
ister the necessary material to speak intelligently
on the subject of “race.”

I have had the book in my possession since it
first appeared in print, and find myself reaching
for it constantly in my study. It contains an un-
usually helpful bibliography. Seventh-day Ad-
ventist ministers will greatly benefit from a thor-
ough study of this book.

H. L. Rupy. [President of
the Canadian Union Conference.]

The Soul of a Priest,* L. H. Lehmann, Loizeaux
Brothers, New York, 1943, 163 pages, $1.50
(cloth); 75 cents (paper).

The author of this book was ordained a priest
in the city of Rome in 1921 and served as such un-
til the close of 1929, at which time he turned from
the Roman Catholic Church. .

This volume sets forth his life story in brief.
He relates his experience of being educated for
and entering the priesthood, his experience as
priest in mission lands and as pastor in America,
and finally his leaving the priesthood and the
church,

It is not of the ranting, bitter type of book that
one might expect. There is a spirit of love and
sympathy expressed throughout. It enlightens the
understanding of the reader concerning the varied
experiences of those who are serving in the great
system of error, and the serious problems which
confront those who come to a clearer knowledge
of the light of truth, and desire to sever their re-
lation to the system.

* Elective, 1945 Ministerial Reading Course.

The reading of this book, I believe, will help us

.as ministers to be more sympathetic and under-

standing and more watchful for those who may be
seeking truth. :
Ersoxn H. Emmerson. [Chaplain,
Washington Sanitarium, Maryland.]

From Many Lands,* Louis Adamic, Harpers,
New York and London, 1940, 350 pages, $3.50.
The name of Louis Adamic is well known as a

writer. His books, My Awmerica, Cradle of Life,

Dynamite, etc., have been widely read. In his

book From Many Lands, Mr. Adamic deals with

live and interesting topics such as “The Man in a

Quandary” (the Jew), “Figures in the American

Maze” (the immigrant), “A Young American

With a Japanese Face” (the American-born Japa-

nese), “Intermarriage” (interracial problems),

etc.. The book is full of valuable information and

is well worth reading. It is a thought-provoking

book. Lours Harswick. [General
Secretary, Bureau of Home Missions.]

The Intention of Jesus,¥ John W. Bowman, West~
minster Press, Philadelphia, 1943, 263 pages,
$2.50.

Here is an old problem handled in a completely
new and fascinating manner. Just what did Jesus
think about Himself, His mission, His purpose in
the world, the future; and what was His intention
during His ministry?

1t is a keen analysis, Professor Bowman con-
tends that our Lord’s mind moved exclusively
within the areas of Old Testament prophecy about
Himself, combining the great prophetic idea of
the Messiah with that other prophetic idea not be-
fore related to it, that of the Suffering Servant of
Isaiah, “which when translated into Greek means
‘Crucified Saviour, Lord of the Church.’” The
book repays close study.

. Caruyie B. Haywes.

Some to Be Pastors,* Peter H. Pleune, Abing-
don-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, 1948, 191
pages, $1.50.

This is an excellent book for the theological
student and the young minister. It will help avoid
certain mistakes and pitfalls which hinder the pas-
tor in his work. It will also enable older minis-
ters to make new appraisals of their pastoral meth-
ods and new evaluations of their ministry. The
scope of interest covered is wide, inasmuch as the
minister’s calling “reaches out to include some-
thing of almost everybody’s task.”

Vital and helpful is the discussion of ministry
o the sick, visitations to shut-ins, spiritual oppor-
tunities when ministering comfort to the bereaved,
personal counsel to those who marry, budgeting
of time and money, books as inspiration, mental
nourishment, and working tools, training of chil-
dren in worship, the task of happiness, the values

" of such personal qualities as prudence and a sense

of humor, the responsibility of declaring the Chris-
tian message in this time of desperate crisis, the

—Please turn to page 44
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BIBLE INSTRUCTOR COUNCIL
Plans and Methods, Experiences and Problems

Regarding Other Denominations

THE informed Bible instructor finds it neces-

sary to know what other denominations and
religious movements actually believe. It will
save her many embarrassing situations to be well
informed regarding similarities and dissimilarities
as compared with our own belief. We should at
least be well acquainted with those denominations
and sects that operate in our immediate evangelis-
tic territory. Oanly in this way may we be able to
take advantage of new opportunities to bring the
beliefs and work of our own denomination into
prominence.

We would not advocate that we should seek such
information at the cost of a thorough acquaintance
with our own denomination first of all, of course,
There are, nevertheless, some features we may
study without giving too much attention in our
busy program to intricate research.

Public libraries today furnish excellent census
information to make our research reliable. The

progressive Bible teacher will keep her eyes open -

for additional up-to-date information, which should
be carefully filed. ‘She will also scan church no-
tices in the daily newspapers, keeping in touch
with the programs of the churches attended by
people with whom she is studying our message.
By doing this she will then be able to comment
favorably on worth-while plans and activities, and
confidence will be established when errors of be-
lief or un-Christian practices must be dealt with
in the call to come out of Babylon. The reader
will then be assured that the Bible teacher actually
knows her business, and will have more confidence
in her appeal to take a firm stand for newly re-
vealed truth.

We herewith begin a series of outline articles
on some of the religions investigated by our Bible
instructors while attending the Theological Sem-
inary. These will suggest a practical plan for
personal study.

WHAT TO XKNOW ABOUT ANOTHER DENOMINATION

1. How church was founded. When? By whom?
Where?

2. How name of denomination was determined.

3. What doctrinal or ethical teachings led to its
organization? ’

4. Progress made by church during its early
period.

5. Influence on Christianity at large. (Some of
its special contributions.) )

6. Present standing in Christendom. (Influence
among other churches.)

7. How large is present membership of denom-

PAGE 11 o THE MINISTRY, MARCH, 1945

ination? Location of headquarters.
churches and institutions.

8. Are present doctrines identical with earlier
beliefs P

9. Its ritual, polity.

10. Attitude on church federation.

11. Is education for youth stressed? Foreign
missions? Noncombatancy? Reforms of dress and
temperance?

12. Attitude toward advent hope, conditional
immortality, Sabbath. L. C. K.

Its strongest

The Anglo-Israelite Movement

By Epna AcKRERMAN, Bible Instructor,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada

NameE.—The movement called Anglo-Israelism
or British-Israelism derived its name from the
theory that the Anglo-Saxon race is descended
from the ten tribes of Israel. )

How Fouwnpep.—Richard Brothers (1757-1824)
is generally considered to be the founder of the
modern movement. He was an eccentric who
spent a period of eleven years in insane asylums.
He called himself “the nephew of the Almighty,”
and traced his descent from David. He claimed to
be a prophet, and foretold the imminent establish-
ment of Israel in Palestine with himself as king
and ruler of the world. The nonfulfillment of
his prophecies is said to have sorely tried the faith
of the believers. In 1822 he published 4 Correct
Account of the Invasion and Conguest of This Is-
land by the Saxons, Showing the English Nations
to Be the Descendants of the Lost Ten Tribes,
which may be regarded as the foundation of the
movement. In all he is reported to have written
fifteen volumes, chiefly in support of the theory of
the Israelitish descent of most of the inhabitants
of England.

EarLy ProGrREss—The movement spread rap-
idly. By the middle of the nineteenth century it
had a firm hold. In 1845 John Wilson’s Our Is-
raelitish Origin was published, possibly the first
clear exposition of the theory. C. Piazzi Smyth,
astronomer royal for Scotland, adopted the theory
and attempted to give it impetus by showing the
identity of British weights and measures with
those of the ancient Egyptians and Hebrews in
connection with the Great Pyramid. A work by
Edward Hine, Identification of the British Nation
With Lost Israel (1871), became very popular, and
a quarter of a million copies were sold. Since
then there has been a constant stream of literature
on the subject, and it has had a phenomenal
growth during the short time of its existence.




OrcanNizaTioN.—The movement is interdenom-
inational. Those who accept Anglo-Israelism are
encouraged to remain as members of the various
Christian churches.

EarLy TEacHINGS.—The entire theory is based
on the belief that the Anglo-Saxons are lineal de-
scendants of the ten tribes of Israel who were
taken captive to Assyria about the years 740-721
B.C. As the continuation of the nation Israel, they
claim to be the inheritors of her charters, the pos-
sessors of her guarantees and immunities from de-
struction, and executors of her commissions. This
is based on an extremely literal view of the Old
Testament prophecies applying to Israel. . They
say that if Britain is not Israel, then the proph-
ecies are yet unfulfilled. They make a distinction
between Judah (or the two tribes) and Israel (or
the ten tribes), and assign the curses to Judah and
the blessings to Israel. They claim a legal right
to the throne of David through an Israelitish prin-
cess of Judah who, they say, wandered to Ireland
with a branch of the tribe of Dan, led by the scribe
Baruch, and married a local chieftain and became
the ancestor of the present royal family. These
wanderers, they say, brought with them the Bethel

Stone or the stone which Jacob used as a pillow. .

It had been rescued from the temple at the time of
its destruction, and now rests in Westminster Ab-
bey in London, forming part of the Coronation
Chair on which all the English monarchs are
crowned. This theory of the stone is without
proof and is not generally accepted by scholars.

PreESENT BELIEFS.—Because of their interde-
nominational organization, Anglo-Israelites do not
claim to have a set of doctrines, but in order to
sustain their theories, they maintain certain be-
liefs to be scriptural. They still hold to their
early fundamental principles and teachings con-
cerning Britain, and, furthermore, claim that the
United States has descended from the tribe of Ma-
nasseh, while Britain is Ephraim, and that these
two nations are yet to be united. The following
are fundamental beliefs mutually accepted by
them :

1. The conversion and return of the Jews to Palestine
and their union with “Ephraim Israel.”

" 2. The reign of Christ on earth during a temporal
millennium.

3. They believe that as Israel, they are required to
observe the Ten Commandment law. (They deplore the
fact that the Sabbath is not kept nationally, but believe
the nation will possibly come to the keepmg of the Sab-
bath before the war is over, and that it will be kept in
the new kingdom. Some British-Israelites have accepted
Davidson’s theory in which he professes to prove from
the Great Pyramid prophecy and symbolism that Sun-
day is the seventh day because at Joshua’s request the
sun stood still for twenty-three hours and twenty min-
utes, and again the shadow went backward on the sun-
dial ten degrees as a sign to King Hezekiah that the
Lord would heal him and destroy the Assyrians, thus
completing a total period of a day.)

4. They believe that the Hebrew civil laws should be
restored, in which they include the law of tithing, the
health 1aws, and the land laws.

5. They claim to stand for civil and religious liberty.

6. They believe that others outside of the Anglo-
Saxon race may partake of the covemant by being

“grafted in.” Most of the Northern European nations,
90andmav1ans etc., they declare, are “Israelitish na-
tions.”

7. They believe in the near advent of Christ to set
up an earthly kingdom.

The views of British-Israelites are generally
considered to have no sound historical basis. The
Ewnclycopaedia Britannica states that their conten-
tions are ‘“historically and etymologically un-
sound.” The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia calls
it a “fantastic theory,” and observes, “It is useless
to try to submit such farfetched hypotheses to crit-
ical investigation, because instead of the theory

- having been deduced from the evidence, the evi-

dence has been painfully collected and distorted to
support the theory.”

HEADQUARTERS.—The movement is said to num-
ber over two million adherents. The chief organi-
zation is the British-Israel World Federation
of London. The Anglo-Saxon Federation of
America, with headquarters at Detroit, propagates
somewhat similar ideas, but some observe a ten-
dency to anti-Semitism, and its views and ideas
are distinctly different irom those of the genuine
proponents of the doctrines of Anglo-Israelism.
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logical Seminary, 1938.

The Morning Cometh, British-Israel World Federation
(Canada), Prince David Branch, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

The Presbyterian Church

By Mgrs, Osep Krein, Minister's
Wife, Ionia, Michigan

NaMme—~The word “Presbyterian” comes from
the word “presbyter,” meaning elder. The de-
nomination gets its name from the fact that the
government is managed not by bishops but by
elders.

How Founpep.~—john Calvin, 1509-64, the Ge-
neva Reformer, was the founder of the Presbyte-
rian system. He was a Frenchman who fled from
France and became the head of the Protestant
community at Geneva. His teachings form the
basis of the doctrinal standards of nearly all the
Presbyterian bodies. He never founded the de-
nomination but expounded and put into practice
principles which developed into the Presbyterian
denomination. The Presbyterian Reformed
churches in existence today throughout the world
perpetuate those features, doctrinal and govern-
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mental, of the Protestant Reformation of the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries which were em-
phasized by John Calvin and his associates par-
ticularly in Switzerland, France, Holland, the
Palatinate, England, Scotland, and Ireland.

Docrrines.—The doctrines that led to organi-
zation as opposed to the papal domination of that
time are the absolute sovereignty of God, explicit
faith in the Word of God, God only to be wor-
shiped, worship offered through Jesus Christ, God
alone forgives sin, etc. Presbyterianism holds an
intermediary position between episcopacy and con-
gregationalism. The standards of doctrine of the
Presbyterian ‘Church of the United States of
America are the Westminster Confession of Faith
and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. Presby-
terianism as a doctrinal system has as its funda-
mental principles the undivided sovereignty of
Christ in salvation, the sovereignty of the Scrip-
tures in faith and conduct, and the sovereignty of
the individual conscience in the interpretation of
the Word of God. Other doctrines that might be
mentioned are belief in—

1. The physical second coming of Christ—al-
though it is put far in the future.

2. The preservation of the saints.
from state of grace.)

3. The moral law of God as binding.

4. The difference between the moral law and the
ceremonial law.

5. The Sabbath as instituted in the beginning
for all men of all ages.’

“Tt is admitted that we have no express precept
for the alteration of the day, but we have convinc-
ing evidence that the Sabbath was changed from
the seventh to the first day of the week at the res-
urrection of Christ.”—Westminster Confession of
Faith. ‘

6. That dipping of the person in water is not
necessary for baptism, but baptism is rightly ad-
ministered by pouring or sprinkling water upon
the person. :

7. Persons dying in infancy are saved.

8. That civil government is the ordinance of
God. That war may be lawfully waged upon just
and necessary occasion.

OrgANIZATION.—The Presbyterian churches
throughout the world “number more than 123 dis-
tinct denominations with a total constituency of at
least 60,000,000, and represent the largest Protest-
ant church group under the same form of govern-
ment.” In America we have the following distinct
branches, each of which has some variations from
the other:

1. The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.

This is the largest Presbyterian body in the
world, and has fully organized congregations in
every one of the forty-eight States in the Union.
It is also one of the leading denominations in for-
eign mission work. The headquarters of the
church are in the Office of the General Assembly,
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. Great em-
phasis is placed on Christian education. This Pres-

(Cannot fall
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"byterian branch alone has fifty-three colleges and

universities and thirteen theological seminaries
controlled by the church.

The Presbyterian Church U.S.A. has been iden-
tified with every movement for interdenomina-~
tional fellowship and church union. The boards.
of the church are four in number: The Board of
National Missions, the Board of Foreign Missions,
the Board of Christian Education, and the Boar
of Pensions. -

2. The Presbyterian Church in the United
States. :

3. United Presbyterian Church of North Amer-

o
o
8

SONY ONUL

. The Cumberland Presbyterian Church.
. Colored Cumberland Presbyterian Church.
. Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.
. Reformed Presbyterian Synod.
. Reformed Presbyterian Church, General
Synod.
0. Associate Presbyterian Church.

[Summaries of other churches will appear in the
next issue of THE MINISTRY. —EDITOR. ]}

———

RELIGIOUS WORLD TRENDS

Import of Leading Press Declarations

A Changing Protestantism, ,
By Carrvre B, HAYNES, General S ecretary,
War Service Commission

A SIGNIFICANT book has recently been is-

sued by the Methodist Church through its
Commission on Courses of Study, entitled Protes-
tantism—A Symposium.

While it cannot be recommended either as an
adequate or a safe analysis of its subject, never-
theless Seventh-day Adventist preachers will do
well to acquaint themselves with its content, if
for no other reason than to learn how far Protes-
tant spokesmen of today have departed from origi-
nal Protestantism. :

The publishing agency is Methodist, its field
being the extension education of Methodist minis-
ters. Among the contributors, however, are Bap-
tists, Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Luther-
ans, Presbyterians, and leaders of the reformed
churches. The writers, coming from all over the
United States, comprise a cosmopolitan group.

In harmony with its announced intention of
using the Protestant chaplains of the military
forces in the nation to influence servicemen in thé
direction of “ecumenical Christianity,” the Gen-
eral Commission on Army and Navy Chaplains is
supplying copies of 'this book to all Protestant
chaplaing in the armed forces the world around.

Its twenty-five papers are divided into three sec-
tions: history, interpretations, opportunities. It
has a distinguished roster of contributors. Some



are true to historic Protestantism; some are not.
Samuel McCrea Cavert, of the Federal Council,
sounds what we are encouraged to believe is the
keynote in the opening sentence of his introduc-
tion: “The hour has struck for a strong reaffir-
mation of the basic principles of the Protestant
Reformation.” A few of the writers make that
reaffirmation, but most of them do not.

It is an excellent point, too, which is empha-
sized in the introduction: “The Reformation was
not merely an episode in history: it initiated a
process that is still going on. It should be re-
garded less as a consummation than as a begin-
ning.” That lofty note is not maintained through-
out.

Martin Rist, of the Iliff School of Theology,
points out that when the Reformers “rejected pa-
pal authority, the Bible became the absolute, in-
fallible word and revelation of God, the complete
and perfect guide and norm of Christian belief
and practice.” “An infallible pope was replaced
by an infallible Bible.” e does not point it out
with approval, however. With satisfaction he ob-
serves: ‘

“They [the Reformers] retained more of Catholicism

than they rejected.” “The Bible has lost much of its
pre-eminence as the complete and infallible authority for
the church and for the individual Christian.” “While
we should use the Scripture as a guide, mentor, and
tutor, . . . we become involved in grave difficulties when
we make ourselves subject to it as a complete, absolute,
and infallible norm of belief and conduct.”—Pages
21, 22,

Albert C. Knudson, dean emeritus, Boston Uni-
versity, is even more pronounced in his repudia-
tion of genuine Protestantism:

“The Bible was held to be the one infallible source
and ground of religious belief. But this point of view
now belongs largely to the past. It has succumbed to
the modern theory of knowledge and to modern Biblical
criticism. The theory of knowledge has made it clear
that there can be no purely external or objective au-
thentication of truth. The ultimate standard of truth
must be found in the mind itself.”—Page 129.

The book closes on a sinister note—one which
the Reformers would vigorously reject and de-
nounce. “Only a world church is adequate to a
global age,” writes Henry P. Van Dusen, of Union
Theological Seminary, in his paper, “A Growing
Ecumenicity.” He points out two significant de-
velopments as characterlzmg “Christianity in the
modern era”: “a movement of expansion” and ‘
movement of consolidation.” “The movement of
expansion, in its major manifestation, is the en-
terprise of Christian missions; the movement of
consolidation is the effort toward Christian unity.”
He adds:

“Through most of the last century each development
has been pursuing its own course with little apparent
relation to the other. In the last decade they have de-
lib=rately drawn closer and closer together until today
thev constitute two intimately related and fully co-
ordinated arms of one organism.

“It is this inclusive development in its two correlated
phases which is coming to be known by the phrase, still
stunbling for Anglo- Saxon tongues but of majestic tra-
dition and meamng—- ‘Ecumenical Chrlstxamty or the
“ecumenical movement For ‘ecumenical’ means, pre-
cisely, ‘vniversal’ It implies a reality that is both
world wide and united.”—Page 268,

- The significant and sinister meaning of all this

will be found in the closing words of the paper,
“Cardinal Principles of Protestantism,” by Albert
C. Knudson:

“This at least would seem to be clear from the last
four centuries—that both Roman Catholicism and Prot-
estantism_ have won the right to exist, and that in the
world-wide mission of Christianity each has an impor-
tant part to play. The time 1s past when we can lgok
upon Catholicism as simply ‘a compound of stupidity,
superstition, and lust of power.” The Catholic Church,
as Harnack said, is ‘the greatest rehgmus and pohtlcal
creation known to history.” She is our mother church,
and a sympathetic understanding of her world mission
is of the utmost importance. On the other hand, it is
equally important that Roman Catholic scholars should
cease fo represent Protestantism as a willful and wicked
revolt against divinely constituted authority and as
owing its existence to the mere accidents of European
politics. Each church has its own place to fill in the
providence of God. The two are supplementary to each
other.

“This, of course, does not exclude the possibility of
their ultimate union. The first great step in this
direction must be the recogmtlon of each by the other
as a constituent part of the true church of God.”—
Page 136.

No comment on this could be more apropos than
that of Luther’s statement to Spalatin: “I hear
that, albeit not willingly, you have begun a won-
derful work at Augsburg, viz.,, that of uniting the
Pope and Luther. But the pope will not, and
Luther declines. Look ye to it that ye do not
throw away your labor. If, in spite of both, ye
carry the thing so far, then I will follow your ex-

ample and unite Christ and Belial.”
OO X

THE DEATH OF MISS PRAYER MEETING

“Miss FarTHFUL Praver Meering died recently
at Neglectville, in the State of Worldliness. She
was born many years ago amid revival fires. Miss
Prayer Meeting had lived a very notable life until
recent years. For some time past she had been
confined to her home, because of business engage-
ments and severe attacks of fatigue and nervous-
ness. These symptoms were always more notice-
able on prayer meeting nights. She was troubled
with stiffness of the knees during prayer, and
coldness of heart. Inactivity, weakness of will
power, and generally diminished vitality marked
the last stage of her illness.

“Her decease was accompanied by much sobbing
and groaning over the “good days” of her early
life, but only a very few stood by her in her last
struggles, She leaves to mourn their loss, many
churches, preachers, and official dignitaries, also
many unsaved persons outside the pale of the
church,”

X R

SyYMPATHY is one of the great secrets of life.
It overcomes evil and strengthens good. It dis-
arms resistance, melts the hardest heart, and de-
velops the better part of human nature. It is one
of the great truths on which Christianity is based.
—Samuel Smiles.
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KINDLY CORRECTIVES

Correct Speech and Cultured Conduct

€ Practical pointers for preachers

I. How Good Is Your Memory?

By DWIGHT ARTHUR DELATFIELD, Publicity

OME weeks ago I was discussing the faculty
of remembering names with a member of my
church, and she told me the following story.

A young man in the East, just starting out in
the ministry, came upon a certain parishioner one
day whose name he could not recall. He greeted
her cordially, then at once inquired, “Now how do
you spell your name? I've forgotten how you
spell it.” The kind lady, with a twinkle in her eye,
took out her notebook and pencil and slowly spelled
out the word: S-M-I-T-H.,

One does not have to stretch his imagination to
get a picture of the intern’s flushed lock of em-
barrassment. Surely Smith is not too difficult a
name to remember. But there are thousands of
preachers the world around who daily are con-
fronted with this avoidable jinx of forgetfulness,
but who could remember both names and faces
with their proper associations if they only made
up their minds to.

It is said that former Postmaster General James
Farley could remember all his pelitical cohorts
for years back, and call each by his first name.
Jt was this personal interest in men of all walks
of life that prepared James Farley for his posi-
tion in the cabinet, and his office as chairman of
the Democratic Convention. At present his genius
for “mixing” with people has won for him the
most important sales position in one of America’s
wealthiest concerns.

Preachers are salesmen, too. But neither the
man nor his message will be “sold” to the multi-
tude until he learns to know men—know them and
be able to call them by their names. ‘

Jesus knew all men; He knew what was in man.
(John 1:24, 25.) He knew their names; the date,
place, and circumstances of their birth; the need
and condition of their souls. He whose divine
vision caught the inspiring spectacle of Nathanael’s
prayer for light under the fig tree was acquainted
with the character of the “Israelite indeed, in
whom is no guile!” It was the Saviour’s knowl-
edge of the man that called forth Nathanael’s ar-
dent confession of faith: “Rabbi, Thou art the Son
of God; Thou art the King of Israel.” John I :49.

More men would awake from the spiritual slum-
ber of sin if our voices, like the voice of Jesus
speaking to the son of Hannah, could be heard in
this hour of deepest night, calling, “Samuel, Sam-
uel, Samuel.”
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Director, Voice of Prophecy, Californio

The hungry soul of man, craving recognition,
responds to the sound of his own name. Just to
feel that we are known is good. Man is intensely
interested in himself. Show someone a group
photograph and first of all he looks for himself.
Display a roster of names, and we hear the ques-
tion, “Is my name there?”

This symptom of human selfishness should be
understood and appreciated by the ministers as
Paul understood it. Read Romans 16. Thirty-five
fellow laborers are mentioned by name in the apos-
tle’s affectionate salutation. Paul was a master
leader of men. He was not impersonal. Some of
us are too impersonal. He knew men by name.
We should know men by name.

Some people say, “I remember faces, but I can-
not remember names” or vice versa. Association
is the solution to this problem—association and a
will to remember. . . . “Brother Jones is the tall,
dark, middle-aged brother who teaches the visitors’
class in the Sabbath school.” . . . “Elder Smith is
the short, kindly appearing man with the horn-
rimmed spectacles, seen each Wednesday night at
the prayer meeting.” . .. “Mrs. Roberts is the
lady that comes to church every Sabbath morning
at eleven, and sits in the balcony on the north side
in the rear.”

Recently one of our preachers took over the pas-
torate of a large western church. From the very
first he determined to fix in the filing cabinet of his
memory the names of all his people. Night after
night he would rehearse these names in his mind
until he was able within one month’s time to call
by name the principal and most widely known
members of his flock. Obviously he became a pop-
ular pastor from the start.

A will to associate the names and faces of our
church members and prospects for baptism will
pay us big dividends.

God has given to all of us a memory, which is
underdeveloped more often than not. This unexer-
cised faculty awaits our use. We may stir it up
and make it a profitable and obedient servant to
the glory of Him who has called us to the highest
development possible of every power of the mind.

LI

TrEe melody of song, poured forth from many
hearts in clear, distinct utterance, is one of God’s
instrumentalities in the work of saving souls.—
Testimonies, Vol. V, p. 493.




MUSIC OF THE MESSAGE

Ideals, Objectives, and Technique

Hints for Amateur Choir Directors

By BenyaMiN GLANZER, Lyric Tenor, King's
Heralds, Voice of Prophecy, Los Angeles

IVE or ten minutes spent in leisurely “warm-

ing up” by humming gently and singing softly,
with a few deep-breathing exercises, at the be-
ginning of a rehearsal, will pay large dividends
by putting frayed nerves at ease, reviving ex-
hausted spirits, and bringing depth to the voices.
Singers always find it interesting to “sit up tall,”
feet flat on the floor, and spend a little time pant-
ing through the mouth or sniffing through the
nose, dog fashion, to encourage deep breathing in
the right area. Another method is to hold the
breath as long as possible, with the mouth and
throat open and relaxed. When forced to resume
breathing, watch carefully the deep, rhythmic ac-
tion of the abdominal muscles, as the lungs make
up for lost time. All these exercises will draw the
attention to the region that extends from the lower
edge of the ribs on down deep into the abdomen.
Keep the abdomen relaxed on the inhalation. You
cannot breathe too deeply. This is the way the
Spirit of prophecy counsels us to breathe. Itis the
way animals breathe, and the natural way for us,
too.

Always endeavor to save the voices of your
singers. In learning a new number, have them
hum or “la, la” their parts while learning. Never
let your choir sing to the limit of their volume on
a tull-voice passage and get to shouting and
shrieking. Caution them to stay back just a little
from the limit of their volume but to mix the limit
of emotion and feeling with such passages, letting
the tone come from “deep down.”

Point out attractive passages. or runs in the vari-
ous parts. Such a part may consist of only three
or four notes in the alto section, for instance, but
it will add to the beauty of the number. Ask the
singers to bring these parts out quite prominently.
Try to find several passages in each number where
the choir may sing soitly by contrast. Many
choirs find it difficult to sing softly. They think
they are singing softly when they are only begin-
ning to approach the ideal. To help remedy this,
get an old-fashioned alarm clock that ticks quite
loudly, and set it on the piano or somewhere near.
Now tell the choir that when they come to the
proper passage you want them to sing so softly
that they can still hear the clock tick. It works
wonders !

Do not let your singers fall into the common
habit of singing in a listless, lifeless fashion on the
soft passages. Tell them to be more alive and
to keep behind their voices all the throbbing life
and vitality they can muster, as if just itching to
burst forth in full voice, but keeping the “steam

turned off” to the desired volume. Keep up to
strict time. Also when singing mezza voce (half
voice) we must open the mouth just as far as, or

_farther than, when singing full voice, and we must

articulate more clearly than ever, using the lips
in an exaggerated fashion.

There is nothing that will give character to a
choir number like accenting. Make sure all four
parts do it, as it is more difficult for the harmony
parts to keep this in mind. I often “dare” the
choir to overdo this accenting, being careful, how-
ever, not to hurt their voices. I have never had
it overdone, but the attempted exaggeration makes
them conscious of the necessity for accenting and
helps the idea to sink in. “Like as a Father” (No.
66, Church Hymnal) is a good example to study
in accenting, and also in shading. The words and
first syllables of words that we accent are under-
lined in the stanza below. The solid line above
each line of words indicates that the volume is to
be full or increasing, and then to gradually de-
crease where the line becomes broken. Generally
speaking, one can increase the volume as the notes .
in the melody are ascending and shade off as the
melody descends.

Long-eth to wel-come, though of-ten reviled.”

The accenting usually falls on the first beat of
a meastre. There should be few exceptions to
this. I exaggerate the shading, accenting, and ex-
pression in the first stanza of this number, even
to sacrificing the time on the words “kindness”
and “blindness,” mixing plenty of feeling with
these words. Omitting the second stanza, I have
the choir hum on the third stanza (teeth wide
apart, lips just touching, tongue resting on the
floor of the mouth) while a baritone or contralto
sings the melody. Then the choir sings the last
stanza faster and with full volume and plenty of
expression all the way through, as a contrast and
final climax to the number. By studying the
words and possible expression of some of these
beautiful old hymns, one can get his choir to make
them come to life as something living and new,
throbbing with holy emotion and transcendent
meaning.

Many amateur choirs chew up their words be-
cause they have not learned to sing on the basic
vowels. In the stanza above we have a number of
words that illustrate this point. The basic vowel
of “like” and “child” is ah, as it is also on the
last syllable of “reviled.” To many it is a revela-
tion to sing ak on a word like “child” Tell the
choir to think of this word as being three feet
long. Use a half inch for the “ch,” and another
half inch for the ending, “ild,” singing ak on the
remaining thirty-five inches—“ch-ah-ah-ah-ild.”

One can improve the vowels by emphasizing the

—Please turn to page 46
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A MORE EFFECTUAL MINISTRY

Efficient Evangelistic Methods and Pastoral Techmnique

Advertising the Evangelistic Campaign

HE illusive secret of successful advertising,

which is so much sought after, is well worth

studying. Many of our wonderful truths have
no appeal to the average person, because he thinks
to himself, That may be all right for someone else,
but not for me. He may have this complex for
various reasons. He may have heard the topic
discussed in his own church, and a false interpre-
tation or dull preaching has emasculated its truth,
He may be altogether unfamiliar with the topic
and thus has no point of contact. IHe may be sure
he knows all about the subject already, so does
not need to waste time hearing the whole thing
over again. Very likely he is bored with religion
and does not find it interesting. All these and
many other factors must be kept in mind when we
are preparing advertising designed to convince the
reader that we really have something which he
needs. '

The objective of advertising is to fill the seats
in your hall with as many substantial, intelligent,
truth-seeking people as possible. Empty chairs
do not help the singing, the atmosphere, the in-
spiration, the preaching, or the offering. There-
fore the advertising must be so counstructed as to
convince people that they must hear the discussion
at your hall. This feature of the campaign must
be “fetching,” for these advertisements must bring
people to your meeting. :

Because one person cannot be reached in the
same way as another, we should use every proper
available means of advertising at our command.
From personal experience I know that we often
fail to reach people if we think that all the people
need to know is that a series of meetings is in
progress. A man may sit in a streetcar directly
under your “Transitad” all the way home from

work and never lock up from his paper to see your °

excellent advertisement. Obviously, then, we need
an announcement in his paper, too. But if he is
one of those people who only glance at advertise-
ments in the paper, it may take a handbill in his
screen door to impress him when he gets home,
or even a living voice over his radio or a personal
invitation over the telephone before he will decide
to attend the meetings and study the Word.

If our publications ought to be scattered like
the leaves of autumn, certainly every method we
can use to attract the people to our meetings should
be employed. Since the three angels’ messages are
the last truths the world is to hear, they are the
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By HUBERT V. REED, Evangelist,
South Dakota Conference

most important truths they will ever hear. Then
let our advertising be in proportion to the impor-
tance of our message, that no soul in a community
will go to his doom unwarned. We are to publish
the invitations; God’s Holy Spirit will make the
heart appeal which will move men to action.

Some may ask how an unfamiliar truth is to
be made important to the strangér we wish to
reach. That indeed is the question, and study,
imagination, and skill are required to answer it
properly with our announcements. But if that
message is of supreme importance to you and me
first, then we will find ways of making it impor-
tant to those we seek. The messenger of the Lord
says:

“They must make use of every means that can pos-
sibly be devised for causing the truth to stand out clearly
and distinctly. The testing message for this time is to
be ‘borne so plainly and decidedly as to startle the hear-
ers, and lead them to desire to study the Scriptures.,”—
Gospel Workers, p. 346.

One word of cauation is, however, not amiss.
Do not scatter your power by attempting more
means of advertisement than you can handle. If
your budget will not cover all available methods,
one or two well-chosen and well-executed plans
will accomplish more in the end.

Adapted to the Times

One of the surest ways to make topics important
to people is to have them adapted to the times in
which we live. We have a message that is as up
to the minute as is Big Ben. What a pity that at
times we fail and et a topic become as old as the
ark. This can be done by the statement of the
subject or the use of archaic cuts, type, and setup.

Wide-awake people today are reading current
events as fast as they can lay eyes upon them.
Here is our chance to take a prophecy hundreds
of years old and pack our halls, because it tells
the outcome of the thing that is exercising minds
now.

Advertising must be adapted not only to the

times but also to the community. Conservative
church towns, especially Lutheran centers, are in-
terested in doctrinal topics, such as hell, heaven,
the judgment, the seven last plagues, and especially
those topics which have a flavor of Catholic belief
about them, such as the antichrist, purgatory, 666,
and the mark of the beast. In my opinion these
topics, if presented kindly, cannot be surpassed for
advertising appeal in such a locality. Care must
be exercised, however, in the placement of these
topics in your series. ¢



Let the form of your advertisement be arresting.
It may be something that will cause people to stop,
look, and read—without being sensational. But
when everything today bids for attention, we must
be wise if we are to stop the public long enough
to deliver our message. Men may be hardened in
sin, but they can be reached.

A notorious prisoner, a Missouri criminal by the
name of Valentine Burke, who for twenty years
was one of the worst characters known to the
police, sat in the St. Louis jail. He had been
given a copy of a city paper which published a
sermon by Mr. Moody, who was then preaching
in the town. The headline for the sermon read,
“How the Jailer at Philippi Was Caught.” Burke
thought the reference was to the town of Philippi,
West Virginia, a place known to him, and he began
to read what he supposed to be jail news. He
reasoned, “The jailer has often caught me; now
we'll see who caught him.” He finally saw his
mistake, but his interest had been caught, and he
read on. Nine times in the sermon he came upon
the text, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved.” It impressed him so deeply
that in the cell that night Burke prayed for the
first time. It was not long before he believed.
You say it was the sermon that converted him.
True, but it was the headline, the advertisement,
that arrested him,

The announcement must be compelling. Once
it has stopped a person in his mad rush, it must
compel him to turn around and go in another
direction. It must appeal to his head or his heart
or something that causes him to move toward your
hall. Therefore, let your advertisement show that
you have first done some thinking. If a man be-
lieves you think, he may come to hear you. Let
the announcement show diligent effort, study, and
work. People will then believe that the meeting
is worth while, because it is going in a definite
direction and was not a mere afterthought dashed
off between supper and the evening paper.

Color is both arresting and compelling. Use it—
but use it artistically. Let the handbills or cards
be of good quality. Cheap paper and poor printing
stamp your meeting with the Pentecostal or Ruth-
erford flavor, which will be devastating to your
success. Let the quality and dignity of your an-
nouncements be representive of your message.
Play up the message, not the man. )

Advertising must be continual. A steep hill
under a sled may give you a good start, but it
will not keep you going very far after you reach
level ground. That takes power.

An old circus man once said to me at a well-
attended meeting, “Take a tip, young man, from
an old trouper who has been on the road for many
years, Once you've got a head of steam up, keep
piling on the wood. The devil may pass you up
while you blow your brains out trying to start a
new fire.”

I am convinced that the newspaper is the best
and most inexpensive advertising in our smaller
towns. It is well thought of and gives your meet-
ings standing.

Handbills are next in efficiency. A good open-

ing handbill is also an asset to your advertise-
ment in the newspaper. Fold and mail them to
the box holders on all the mail routes out of your
town. Window placards catch favorable atten-
tion if done in color. Your hall signs must be
large, attractive, and well made. Let the hall
front be light, dignified, and inviting. Street ban-
ners, as well as billboards, are for catching atten-
tion. Tickets distributed by interested listeners
bring good results.

The meeting itself ought to be its best adver-
tisement after the first night. Charts, action, va-
riety, pictures, and spiritual power will call the
people back.

Let Us Arise and Finish It

By J. L. Tucker, Evangelist,
Northern California Conference

THE slogan, or goal, that has sounded in my

ears for the past thirty years that I have been
associated with this people is this: “The Advent
Message to All the World in This Generation.”
For years the thought lingered in my mind that
the Lord would come before I grew to maturity
and had a real part in the work of God. But now
I am sometimes faced with the stern fact that un-
less a new spirit, a new vision of a much greater
work, a fuller using of modern facilities, is
brought into the work of God, I may grow old and
die before the advent message has been preached
to all the world in this generation.

How glibly we talk of our world responsibility,
and then only touch it with the tips of our fingers.
When are we really going to stop playing at our
task? When are we going to awaken to the real-
ization that all the mighty inventions for the dis-
semination of knowledge were brought into ex-
istence primarily for the giving of the message?
Where is the vision that sees every radio station
as a vehicle to give wings to the advent message?
every daily and weekly paper as a medium to make
men acquainted with the truths that make us a dis-
tinct people?

How many times I have read with an air that
must have smacked in some degree of complacency
and satisfaction the statistics of the combined ef-
forts of our entire laboring force and laity. The
totals seemed to be such an imposing array. But
when really and fairly analyzed, they should drive
us to our knees in humility and repentance, To
compare our little successes and activities with
other denominations only sinks us lower in the
quicksands of the Laodicean church.

This is a message and a people of destiny. This
is a movement in which the rank and file of the
membership are to do exploits for God. The state-
ment, “All that the apostles did, every church
member is to do,” is read and underscored, but
when are we going to start doing it? When are
we going to hear “a sound of going in the tops
of the mulberry trees”? The resources of Om-
nipotence are ours; yet we labor on in weakness.
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Prevention of Church Fires

By A. H. WeLkriN, Chief Electrical
Inspector, Fort Wayne, Indiana

FIRE, like raim, falls upon “the just and on the
“ unjust” in accordance with natural laws, and
churches are daily paying the inevitable penalty
for improper construction, inadequate maintenance,
and indifference to fire protection and hazards.
Church fires occur on an average of three each day
in this country.

Owing to the character of church-building occu-
pancy, few of the common hazards of the home,
store, or factory are involved in church fires. We
might at first consideration decide that the oppor-
tunities for starting a fire are quite limited, but
there are other factors which change the picture,
namely, inferior construction, defective heating
and lighting installations, lack of lightning protec-
tion, together with poor supervision and main-
tenance.

The country is dotted with small churehes, often
erected by the donated labor of the members, who
frequently have had but little experience in build~
ing construction, electric wiring, or the installa~
tion of heating equipment. Sometimes funds are
1ow and equipment which may become a fire hazard
is not repaired or replaced, thereby presenting a
serious danger. Good maintenance, especially in
connection with heating equipment and electrical
wiring, is of vital importance. Sometimes churches
are located in areas with little or no fire protection,

and when a fire does occur, a total loss is usually

involved.

It is easy to understand why overheated or de-
fective furnaces and stoves account for. almost
thirty-five per cent of the church fires of the na-
tion. Defective wiring is the second cause of most
church fires.

Tt is not surprising that fires are frequently due
to misuse of heating plants, when we determine
the conditions under which they are used. Most
churches are not heated except during services,
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This sketch illustrates the manner of spread of typical
church building fires.
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and then the fires are forced for the one or two
days when the building is actually used. This is
done because of the fact that the plant is too smalk
and also on account of the time element. The
following are a few typical examples involving
church fires:

“The janitor discovered the fire in the woodwork over
a hot-air furnace while the Ladies’ Aid was holding a
meeting. There was only an eight-inch clearance be-
tween the furnace and the wooden joists above. After
attempting unsuccessfully to control the fire the janitor
gave an-alarm. The church was destroyed with a loss
of $56,000.”

“The janitor started a fire in a_hot-air furnace and
went home to lunch, evidently leaving the damper open.
Combustible partitions near the furnace ignited. The
fire was finally noticed by a passer-by who sounded an
alarm. The building was destroyed with a loss of
$53,000.7

Fortunately, up to now there has been no great
loss of life in the churches of the United States
through fires, though the monetary losses have
been high, with hundreds of churches being totally
destroyed. There are on record a number of dis-
asters, however, in other countries. In Santiago,
Chile, for example, two thousand people lost their
lives in one church fire,

Causes, and How to Overcome

In planning to control the fire menace in
churches, it is desirable to know not only what the
most frequent causes of church fires are but where
such fires are most likely to occur. A defective
chimney may cause fire in the basement, or it may
be in the wall spaces or in the attic near the roof,
Lightning fires may occur in the steeple or burn
out wiring in the attic.

The attached diagram has been prepared by the
National Fire Protection Association to show the
most important locations where fires start. Attic
space is an extremely important point because of
its inaccessibility for fire fighting, and because fires
starting at lower points quite frequently extend
upward into the attic area. Fire extinguishers
should be provided in every church and should be
thoroughly tested at frequent intervals. By refer-
ring to the accompanying sketch it can be readily
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seen that fire-stopping partitions should be pro-
vided. Unfortunately, failure to negotiate such a

fire-limiting feature seems to be the rule, instéad of

the exception. Veteran fire fighters agree that
once a fire extends beyond the reach of the accessi-
ble location, it is very difficult to uncover and con-
trol the blaze.

Though doubtless the first cause for church fires
revolves around heating plants, together with chim-
neys and flues, electrical causes rate second. As
to the first, clearances are frequently improper, and
equipment leading to chimney has deteriorated,
while in the latter the wiring has become obsolete,
and then there is overloading because of increased
demands for electricity. All heating plants and
electric wiring should be installed in accordance
with accepted code standards of safety and then
be properly maintained.

Ten Recommendations for Fire Prevention

Fires in American churches reach astowishing
numbers and cause staytling damage. Records kept
by the National Fire Protection Association cov-
ering the decade between 1926 and 1936 showed
11,000 church fires annually, more than three a
day. The financial loss each year has exceeded
$5,000,000. Significantly enough, companies re-
gard church buildings as among their poorest
risks. Underwriters suggest the following policy
to prevent this alarming waste:

I. Install heating equipment properly, and pro-
vide adequate protection for near-by inflammable
materials, including woodwork.

2. Keep chimneys and flues clean and in good re-
pair.

. 2. Replace worn and obsolete electric wiring.
Maintain proper fuses.

4. Provide lightning rods in areas subject to
lightning hazards, when deemed advisable by the
Underwriters’ Inspection Bureau located in your
respective section of the country.

5. Organ motors and wiring should be installed
only by competent persons and annually inspected.

6. Keep the property locked while unoccupied,
and eliminate rubbish and litter.

7. Candles and open lights should be used with’

the greatest caution,

8. Wooden-shingle roofs should never be al-
lowed on churches.

9. Provide and maintain an adequate number of
fire extinguishers.

10. Have a fire-prevention inspection made of
the church.—Adapted from Walther League Mes-
senger, February, 1944.

On Ministerial Advancement

€ “NEearcy all ministers wish to advance in their
calling and reach the larger places of usefulness
and responsibility,” says F. D. Whitesell in an
article in the Waichman-Examiner of November
30, 1944, “Certainly such a desire could not be
wrong unless it became an overweening ambition.
The Lord condemned the desire for personal gain
and selfish exaltation, but He commended the de-
sire to increase one’s talents and yield much fruit

in His kingdom. Some men go to the top, others
part way and then stop, while most stay at the
bottom. Why?”

In answering his own question as to why more
ministers do not advance, the writer gives ten rea-
sons. We wish we might quote his remarks as
well as his reasons, but have space for the topic
sentence only of each paragraph.

First, put the kingdom of God and His righteousness

first. Think more of advancing.
Second, do the best job you possibly can where you

re.

Third, have a definite prayer program,

Fourth, keep up your visitation program.

Fifth, be constructive and positive in your program
and attitudes.

Sixth, maintain an optimistic outlook.

Seventh, be a consistent Christian,

Eighth, study bard.

Ninth, dress neatly.

Tenth, cultivate the best English and develop your
speaking voice.

These things do, and nothing can keep you back
is the writer’s conclusion.

The Press Helps Evangelists

By J. R. FERREN, S’ecretary,
Bureau of Publicity, General Conference

ANNOUNCEMENTS in the form of news

stories, appearing in local papers, have greatly
helped two young ministers during a series of
meetings held recently in Vicksburg and Natcheg,
Mississippi. “Evangelist to Interpret Book of
Bible,” was the main headline of one of the an-
nouncement stories, and under it in bold type, “Be-
ginning Tonight, New Series of Lectures at Bible
Auditorfum.” A half-column-width picture of the
speaker was used m the first paragraph. The
story reads:

“Evangelist L. H. Pitton is presenting something en-
tirely new and different tonight at the Bible Auditorium,
located on the corner of Jackson and Locust streets.
While the junior choir sings as a special number that
beautiful gospel song ‘The Old Rugged Cross,” Mr. Pit-
ton will sketch with colored chalk a scene of Calvary
that will be illuminated by colored lights. ‘This is the
same type of art demonstration that many pay to see,
Evangelist Pitton said, ‘and I am using it here as a free
added attractxon for those who come out to hear the
Word of God.

“Tonight is children’s night, and again at seven-thirty
Evangelist Pitton will give an mspxratxonal chalk talk to
the children. Parents are invited to come with their
children and enjoy this service.

“Evangelist J. A. Dewald is beginning a new series of
l=ctures tonight on the book of Revelation, and the sub-
ject this evening is “The Beast of Revelation 13." ‘This
is a series of studies in which the continuity should not
be broken,” Evangelist Dewald said.”

Another story was headed, “Seven Plagues Ser-
mon Subject, by Evangelist Pitton Here Tonight.”
It reads:

“‘'The Seven Last Plagues’ is Evangelist Pitton’s
subject tonight, as he continues his studies from. the
book of Revelation at the Seventh-day Adventist church,

307 Oak Street. ‘This will be a time in which rivers
are turned to blood, a time when darkness will be so

* dense it can be felt, a time when God will rain bombs

of hail from heaven fifty-six pounds in weight, and the
time during which the last gredt battle of Atmageddon
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will be fought,” Elder Pitton declared. He invited every-
one to read Revelation 16 and then come and hear these
startling events explained. - The evangelist will show
from God’s Word the exact location where this last great
battle of Armageddon will be fought.

“Evangelist Pitton has the happy facuity of explain-
ing in a simple manner, so that they are made easy,
passages in the Bible which are difficult to under-
stand. He points out in the Bible other passages bear-
ing on the subject, and shows how they harmonize, so
as to give a logical and true interpretation.”

“Evangelist to Be Prosecutor at Bible Audito-
rium” was the headline of still another story an-
nouncement. A picture of J. A. Dewald appeared
with it; and an interesting announicement was
given of the unique way the service for that eve-
ning would be conducted. “The Greatest Crime
That Has Ever Been Committed” was the subject
under consideration. A fourth story featured the
subject of “Hell” and the manner in which the
speaker would present the Bible description.

Brother Pitton has also had some excellent re-
ports of local church work in Natchez published
in full. He says that a general story he prepared
on the American Bible Society Bible-reading plan
“gave us a very ready entrance into some of the
best homes.” . .

The Vicksburg Herald has a circulation of 2,-
667, and the Natchez Democrat, 3,627. These
young men feel that their press publicity is con-
tributing much to the success of their work. “I
am writing for the newspaper almost every day,”
Brother Pitton says, as he introduces the fine col-
lection of clippings he sends, and in his last para-
graph he again tells us, “Newspaper work is in-
teresting and worth while, and I can say I really
enjoy it.”

Attractive Church Announcement Sign, Coffeyville, Kansas.

(In most places it is highly desirable to include also the pas-

tor's name, residence, and telephone number, in addition to
the identification of denomination.)

PAGE 21 ™ THE MINISTRY, MARCH, 1945

How Do You Advertise?

By B. A. ScuErr, Departmental
Secretary, Kansas Conference

HAVE now been in the ministry for twenty-five

years and have traveled over a number of States
in my work. There is one thing that has always
stood out clearly in my mind, and that is the fact
that we, as Seventh-day Adventists, are very poor
advertisers when it comes to publicizing our places
of worship and our services.

Many times we come into a city and try to find
an Adventist church. We go to the hotels and
banks and other public places where we find large
printed, framed directories giving the addresses
and hours of the services of all the different
churches in the city, but very rarely do we find
the Seventh-day Adventist church listed. How
happy we are when we do find one there! Then
we go out to find the church. After much inquiry
we come to the building, but there is not a name
of any kind upon the structure. Many times if
there is a sign, it is so dilapidated that one is
ashamed to call it a sign.

It is quite thrilling when we come to a beauti-
ful Seventh-day Adventist church and find a neat
sign in front. It shows that we are proud to let
the world know that we are there, and that our
church is in such condition that we are not
ashamed that we are Seventh-day Adventists. We
never kiow what wayfaring soul, hungry for truth,
may be looking for the very information given on
such a signboard.

We send thousands of dollars from our churches
to erect substantial buildings in all parts of the
world. Why not have our places of worship in
good condition, and then display attractive signs
telling who we are? I would like to call your at-
tention to a beautiful sign I saw in front of the
Coffeyville, Kansas, church, as shown in the ac-
companying cut. The members have a church
building of which they can be proud in a promi-
nent part of the city, and out on the lawn in front
of the church is this sign. It was the first thing
that attracted my attention when I arrived at the
charch., ' ’ -

" A'sister once told me that the reason her chiurch
did not put a sign on their building was that they
were ashamed of the building. What a pity!
When we put out hundreds of dollars’ worth of
literature to bring people into the church, we
should have a building to which we are not
ashamed to bring them.” '

One colporteur was told by a woman to whom
he was trying to sell a book that it was a fine piece
of literature, but one had to be afraid of the Sev-
enth-day Advertisers. That is a good slogan for
us.” Let us advertise! ' '

R

LET us beware of losing our enthusiasm. Let us
ever glory in something . and strive to retain our
admiration for all that would ennoble, and our in-
terest in all that would enrich and beautify our
life.—Puiviirs Brooxs.



An Effective Method of Illustrating Truth

HE following words from God’s messenger

call for a very definite study of the methods

that will cause the truth to stand out clearly
and distinctly. .

“The Lord has given to some ministers the ability to
gather and to hold large congregations. This calls for
the exercise of tact and skill. In the cities of today,
where there is so much to attract and please, the people
can be interested by no ordinary efforts. Ministers of
God’s appointment will find it necessary to put forth ex-
traordinary efforts in order to arrest the attention of the
multitudes. And when they succeed in bringing together
a large number of people, they must bear messages of 2
character so out of the usual order that the people will
be aroused and warned. They must make use of every
means that can possibly be devised for causing the truth
to stand out clearly and distinctly.”’-—Testimonies, Vol.
IX, p. 100.

From the earliest days of the advent movement
charts and diagrams have had their place in the
presentation of our message and have contributed
largely to success in the giving of that message.
Through the years, however, methods have been
changing, or shall we say, maturing. With the
introduction of the stereopticon, lanterq sl}des have
for years been in great demand. This is an ex-
cellent method for the portrayal of a subject and
it permits of endless variety of illustration. But,
like every other method, it has its weaknesses, one
of which is the fact that the congregation is in
the dark, and even the evangelist is but dimly
seen. Another disappointing thing about a lan-
tern slide is that when once the picture has been
shown, it passes away, and it is easy to forget the
‘illustration. . .

On the other hand, cutouts and diagrams which
grow into a picture before the eyes of the people,
are, we feel, more effective. We are not decrying
lantern slides, for we make free use of them, but
if they are used in conjunction with the progres-
sive chart, their effectiveness will be greatly in-
creased. The progressive chart permits the doc-
trine or prophecy to be built up piece by piece.

Advantages of Progressive Development

One of the main things in teaching is to keep
the mind of the student focused on the particular
thing being emphasized. A chart or diagram
which reveals at a glance all the various features
of a subject, such as the 2300 days, has decided
pedagogical weaknesses. The minds of the con-
gregation can wander from one end of the dia-
gram to the other, and, be the evangelist ever so
eloquent, some, instead of listening to his appli-
cation of truth, are looking at the other end of the

chart, making mental reservations and perhaps al-
ready building up an argument against his final
conclusions.

The progressive chart permits the teacher of
truth to conceal every point of the subject until
he develops it. Imagine the effect of a millennium

chart on which the words “earth desolate” are .

conspicuous. At once the interpretation of almost
all other groups of professed Christians is chal-
lenged. Perhaps some of them are sitting together
in the audience quietly offering comments to each
other and deciding against the message long be-
fore the evangelist has reached his point. But if
this glorious truth can be presented by degrees,
devices that deal with only one point at a time be-
ing used with absolutely no clue as to what is to
follow, we can then get the assent of the congre-
gation to each point as we go along.

With this kind of system, the more challenging
phases of the subject can be reserved until those
points less likely to arouse opposition have been
presented and accepted. In this way opposition is
completely disarmed. We have found this pro-
gressive, or unfolding, method to be very effective,
for at the conclusion of such a presentation the
people, having seen the whole thing built up step
by step and having accepted each particular phase
as it came before them, were ready to accept the
subject as a whole, The counsel from the Spirit
of prophecy in regard to the general presentation
of truth applies equally to the development of each
sermon.

“Do not make prominent those features of the mes-
sage which are a condemnation of the customs and prac-
tices of the people, until they have an opportunity to
know that we are believers in Christ, that we believe in
His devmity and in His pre-existence.”—JIbid., Vol. VI,
D. 55. -

Based on Sound Pedagogy

If we get the congregation’s assent to those
phases of truth upon which we can more easily
agree, then when we present phases which chal-
lenge their past understanding and interpretation,
they will be less likely to decide against the mes-
sage, for they will have discerned that rather
than being fanatics, we, like John the Baptist, are
“sent from God.” )

“The manner in which the truth is presented
often has much to do in determining whether it
will be accepted or rejected.”—JIbid., Vol. IV, p.
404. In the light of this statement, what a re-
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sponsibility is thrown upon us! We may speak of
those who accept the message as the “honest in
heart.,” But some others just as honest may be
" turned from the truth by our bungling methods.

The principle of the progressive chart is to re-
veal enly those phases of the subject under dis-
cussion. This can be carried out by having the
chart covered and then uncovering each portion
as it is needed. Such a plan, however, is usually
crude. A simple but effective method is o pre-
pare a base by using two sheets of three-ply or
composition board, and binding the back edges
with 2”7 x 1”7 lumber,
10" x 4" sheets and when completed they give a
16’ X 4 or 20’ X 4 area. On this surface, which is
painted white, the diagram is built up. Colored
ribbons are used, and fastened in some way be-
hind the surface. Fishing reels are excellent for
this purpose. Then as each new phase of the
prophecy is introduced, it is brought before the
people—and not until then. The way we do this
1s simple. Each feature is summarized in a word
or two, and printed on white sign cloth, Slits are
cut in the surface to permit these pieces of cloth
to slide through and hang down behind. These
are hemmed top and bottom, and dowels or wires
are inserted, so that at the proper moment they
can be easily pulled into position.

The Psychology of the Method

By the use of these ribbons and individual cloth -

signs one can work, as he would on a blackboard.
But this has an advantage over the blackboard,
because as soon as a point is reached, the sign is
“drawn into position and the wording appears. In
using a blackboard, one has either to write so
quickly that the wording is not legible or, worse
still, to waste time printing carefully, thus per-
haps losing the interest of the audience. When
working with large crowds, the clearer and more
precise one can be in his presentation, the greater
the prospect of holding and building the interest.
The millennium chart in the 111ustrat10n on page
24 was used in a large hall before an audience
of two thousand, hence its brief but bold lettering.
(With smaller groups we have a suitable Scripture
reference appearing with the wording.) When
at the proper moment it was rolled out on the
platform, nothing was seen but a white painted
surface. As each feature of the prophecy was
developed, it unfolded itself.

There is a psychology in this method that means
much, ‘not only in teaching truth but in holding
the interest of those who perhaps do not even want
to hear truth. Curiosity plays its part. Although
some may disagree with what the evangelist is
saying, they are nevertheless eager to see what the
other séctions reveal, for as the diagram is being
built they discern places where other wording is
vet to appear. In this way they are forced to hear
the sermon till the last, and to hear the assent of
the congregation to each feature as the evangelist
proceeds. We have known of prejudiced ones
who have been won to Christ and His message
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We usually use 8 x 4" or-

through these methods, who might otherwise have
been lost.

We are admonished to “make use of every means
that can possibly be devised for causing the truth
to stand out clearly and distinctly.”—Ibid., Vol.
IX, p. 109. The progressive chart is one of those
devised methods. The principle of the accom-
panying chart is pedagogically sound. Various
techniques can be added to make it even more
attractive. For instance, it can be built with at-
tachments to use neon lighting instead of ribbons.
That is certainly modern and attractive, but it is
also expensive and not necessarily more effective.
The main thing is to make the truth stand out in
its beauty and simplicity. Theatrical methods are
not to be countenanced, but we should study how
to bring the message before the multitudes in a
way they can understand.

“Let the workers for God manifest tact and
talent, and originate devices by which to com-
municate light to those who are near and to those
who are afar off”"—E. G. WriTE, Review and
Herald, March 24, 1896, Our challenge is to pre-
sent our truths in a manner that will appeal to
hearts, leading them into an experience so trans-
forming that joy unspeakable will be theirs. Ulus-,
trations often point the way.

(M. K. Eckenroth’s article which follows on
page 24 shows the progressive method of illustrat-
ing the 2300 days and related subjects.)

R. A. A.

New Day Dawns for the Bible Work

BIBLE work as a profession is rapidly coming

to the iront. An ever-growing interest is
apparent in every section of the field, There
is now a great demand for trained women to assist
in our developing evangelism. During the last
three years we have concentrated on a rediscovery
of our denominational plan for the Bible work,
and these efforts have already added new impetus
to this phase of endeavor.

By means of an attractive and very practical
course in advanced Bible instructor methods, given
twice a year at our Theological Seminary in
Washington, D.C., about one hundred and ffty
workers have received worth-while instruction
during the last three years. These classes have
not been limited to regular conference Bible in-
structors, and we have been pleased to see some
ministers and workers of long experience partici-
pating. However, with the spring term of 1945
this class, taught by Miss Louise Kleuser of the
Ministerial Association, will broaden its scope of
training and will be definitely a part of graduate
work for those who attend. The instruction will
be divided into two distinct phases. Whether a
worker plans for graduate work or merely a re-
fresher course, this instruction in practical Bible
work and personal evangelism will be invaluable
to all.

Although conference officials are now conscious
of the helpful service the Seminary is rendering

—Please turn to page 26



O make the message live as it is being pre-

sented is the constant problem of the Advent-

ist evangelist. We need, as never before, ef-
fective aids in illustrating the message. Some have
resorted to sensational devices, schemes, and ideas,
thinking such would fasten the truth in the mind
of the audience. All too many times the sad ex-
perience of loss of prestige, and actually the loss
of spiritual power, has accompanied such an abuse
of the art of illustration, But the right use of
charts and devices is to be urged, as they are a
power in enforcing truth.

I have always felt that the real key to a success-
ful proclamation of our full message to the public
lies in a clear presentation of the sanctuary and
its services, as it is so closely related to the cardi-
nal doctrines of the message. When we rightly
present the sanctuary truths, we present a back-
ground to this message that is positively un-
answerable by our sharpest critics. We have a
most historic message. It is rooted in the very
center of God’s plan for saving men.

Thus, in proclaiming the sanctuary services, the
2300 days, etc., we actually present our strongest
evidences of the deity of Christ, the fatherhood of
God, the atonement, the second coming, the end
of the world, the intercession of Christ, the judg-
meht, the remnant movement, the commandments
of God, and the Sabbath.

To illustrate these truths, and to meet the ever-
growing challenge of futurism, is a real present-

day problem. The idea of a future secret rapture -

is sweeping through the ranks of Christendom
with startling rapidity. It projects all the mighty
events into the future. We must meet this chal-
lenge. It must be turned back and decisively an-
swered. It is a most insidious doctrine and one
of Satan’s best-laid schemes to lull the present
generation to sleep.

The appalling tragedy of it all is that the basis
of this perversion is attached to the prophecies of
Daniel. The devil has succeeded to a large degree
in leading the world astray on the Sabbath truth.
Now, as one last desperate attempt to overthrow
the remnant movement, he is confusing the truth
of the second coming by an effort to divide this
great event into what is called the secret rapture

«l “+e manifestation. Between these two events
im this corrupted interpretation, followers of this
false theory locate the antichrist, thus making him
appear after the coming of Christ and our “gather-
ing together unto Him,” in complete opposition to
Christ’s teaching. (2 Thess. 2:1-3.)

Construction of the Chart

In order to meet this challenge we have devised
the accompanying chart, adapted from one used by
the Ministerial Association.* At least four ser-
mons are required to cover the events on this chart,
It holds the people, develops a large interest, and
creates lasting impressions.

The device measures 207x4’, mounted on two-
and-one-half-foot standards. It is constructed of
plywood and is put together by bolts and turn nuts
so that it is easily taken apart. The accompany-

* See R. A. Anderson’s article, page 23.

The chart shown above, used by Evangelist Eckenroth, was desi
to compare the two interpretations of the seventy.week prophe«
a very attractive chart. The accompanying articles (pages 22 anu

PROGRESSIVE CHARTIT

By MELVIN K.
State Evangelist, |

ing picture presents the chart as it appears when
fully developed after the fourth night.

As already described in the foregoing article,
slots are cut in the plywood through which the
signs, dates, etc., can be slipped. These are made
of sign cloth, and the letters and figures are painted
on sign cloth and held in place by a three-fourth-
inch hem at the top and bottom, into which a small
quarter-inch dowel pin of the proper length is in-
serted. The cross is cut out of red cardboard and
held on the chart by thumbtacks; glass-headed
thumbtacks are preferred.’

The horizontal and vertical lines on the chart
are produced by the use of ribbons. The horizon-
tal lines are wound on large fishing reels which
are fastened on the back of the chart. These rib-
bons are slipped through slots in the plywood, ac-
cording to their desired positions. The wide line
is made with a two-inch red ribbon. After the
ribbons have been drawn into position they are

This progressive chart on the millennium was designed by R. A.
lettering. For smaller groups, another chart is use
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gned for a congregation of about fifteen hundred, Its purpose is
y and the judgment. The use of ribbons of varied colors makes
1 24) give full description of the construction and use of the chart.

NG OF THE 2300 DAYS

ECKENROTH

lorida Conference

held in place by glass-headed thumbtacks. The
vertical lines hang down behind the board, and
can simply be pulled through to their position.

By the use of this chart the whole message un-
folds step by step. The audience is held in con-
stant expectancy as to what will come out next, for
all the ribbons, dates, and words are behind the
board to begin with and are brought into position
at the proper time. When all is finished, we have
a most attractive chart, and the message is indel-
ibly impressed.

Combined With Sanctuary Model

For the first night of the sanctuary series, I use
a model sanctuary about fifteen feet long (not
shown in the picture). With this in the fore-
ground and the chart behind, a most effective
result is obtained.

The second night I present the first part of
Daniel 8 and g, stopping at the beginning of the

Anderson, and is used for larger congregations, hence the bold
d, including a Scripture reference om each point.
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seventieth week. The chart is built up to that
point. Then I draw the parallels from the model
sanctuary up to that point.

The third night I speak on the seventieth week
of Daniel 9. I plan for a consecration service that
night, and an earnest appeal is made to the con-
gregation. Again the parallel is drawn from the
model sanctuary, and the seventieth week of the
chart is developed.

The fourth night I speak on the judgment-hour
message of Daniel 7 and Revelation 14. By this
time our crowds have doubled and the interest is
keen. Again I draw parallels from the sanctuary
model, and by this time the 2300-day prophecy and
fulfillment bave been fully explained. This leads
us to the last phase of this series, the second
coming.

On the fifth night of this sanctuary series I en-
deavor to bring a strong message against the fu-
turistic interpretations of the seventieth week and
its perversions of the second coming. The tremen-
dous possibilities of this approach and how it opens
up the doctrine of the second coming will imme-
diately be seen. The lower chart is used during
this night, and the futuristic conception of the
second coming is compared with the full and beau-
tiful message. .

As 1 compare the two charts and appeal to th
lessons of the model sanctuary the people are
deeply moved. They have no doubt coneerning
the truth we hold dear and the fallacy of the
Rome-inspired secret-rapture theory. The possi-
bilities of this method are tremendous. Many
prophecies and related subjects can be illustrated
by the progressive chart, and in my experience the
effect upon the people is most heartening.

R R
Unite Visiting With Preaching

By Henry K. Muwnson, Evangelist,
North England Conference

]IN Luke 15 we find three parables emphasizing

three aspects of the same theme—the lost sheep,
the lost coin, and the prodigal son. All three were
lost. The sheep knew it was lost and kept on
bleating, thus enabling the good shepherd to find
it. ‘The piece of silver was equally lost, but silent,
illustrating those lost in trespasses and sins who
do not know it or are indifferent to that condition.
The prodigal son represents those who are lost in
trespasses and sins and who realize it before it is
too late. They turn toward home and are saved.

The primary purpose of all ministerial work is
secking and saving the lost. Preaching reaches
the few who attend the services, but does not reach
the multitudes. How are we to awaken them from
the lethargy that infolds them? It is through per-
sonal work after contact has been made in the
homes. We are told:

“There is need of more personal labor for souls. In
Christlike sympathy the minister should come close to
men individually, and seek to awaken their interest in
the great things of eternal life. Their hearts may be as
hard as the beaten highway, and apparently it may be a
useless effort to present the Saviour to them; but while




logic may fail to move, and argument be powerless to
convince, the love of Christ, revealed in personal min-
istry, may soften the stony heart, so that the seed of
truth can take root.”—Gospel Workers, p. 185.

To some, the hardest part of the ministry is

visiting the people. Mrs. White recognized this,
and over and over again in the volumes of the
Testimonies she urged more earnest personal
labor.
. Paul taught publicly and from house to house.
“I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you,
but have showed you, and have taught you publicly,
and from house to house.” Acts 20:20. Jesus
also “‘went from house to house.” (Gospel Work-
ers, p. 188.) It is while visiting in the home that
we learn whether something we have said in the
sermon has wounded or stimulated, as the case
may be.

There is need for personal ministry in the homes
of regnlar church members as well as those we
seek to convert, Alienation, bitterness, envy, and
jealousy are to be eliminated from the characters
of the older Adventists if they are to be prepared
for the kingdom of God. “Faithful warnings are
to be given, sins rebuked, wrongs made right, both
by the minister’s work in the pulpit and by per-
sonal labor.”—Ibid., pp. 185, 186. (Italics mine.
See also page 191.) How are we to hold our
members unless we get near them in their own
homes? All men are alike at a distance. A min-
ijster in the pulpit is a different man from one in
the home. God’s messenger goes so far as to say
that those who fail in this duty have mistaken
their calling. We read further:

“If one entering upon this work chooses the least
self-sacrificing part, contenting himself with preaching,
and leaving the work of personal ministry for someone
else to do, his labors will not be acceptable to God.”—
Ibw’ . 186. (Italics mine.)

“To my ministering brethren I would say, By personal
labor reach the people where they are. Become ac-
guainted with them. This work cannot be done by
proxy. Money loaned or given cannot accomplish it.
Sermons from the pulpit cannot do it. Teaching the
Scriptures in famlhes,——thls is the work of an evange-
list, and this work is to be united with preaching. TIf
it is omitted. the preaching will be, to a great extent, a
failure.”—Jbid., p. 188.

In Christlike sympathy come close to men with
their problems. This requires great adaptability.
Mrs. White calls it tactfulness. It is one of the
most valuable assets a worker can possess. Never
argue with, nor contradict openly, the person you
hope to win for Christ. “Argument, even when
unanswerable, may provoke only opposition.”—
Ibid., p. 59. It is a good plan to maintain a neu-
tral attitude and to make a mental resolution to pre-
sent the truth on the controverted point of doc-
trine on a future occasion. If in giving Bible
studies we antagonize the prospect, we have little
hope of winning his allegiance to Christ. That is
the first and foremost purpose of all our efforts as
laborers in the Lord’s vineyard.

We should educate more and find the way to
people’s hearts. By personal work we learn the
objections which exist in their minds, and are able
to help them. Many have to unlearn theories
which they have long believed as truth.

“Do not think that the only work you can do, the only
way you can labor for souls, is to give discourses. The

best work you can do is to teach, to educate. . Preach
less, and educate more, by holdmg Bible readmgs and
by praymg with famxhes and little companies. . . . The

presentation of Chnst in the family, by the fireside, and
in small gatherings in private houses, is often more suc-
cessful in winning souls to Jesus than are sermons de-
livered in the open air, to the moving throng, or even in
halls or churches.”—IJIbid., p. 193.

To make the most of every visit, we should
leave a tract on the subject presented. For this
purpose we should carry with us a selection of
tracts on many subjects. If no literature is avail-
able on the subject, it is a good plan to jot down
the Scriptures quoted, so that the interested one
may be able to look up the subject at his or her
leisure.

Do not be afraid to utter words of commenda-
tion, Jesus commended Nathanael and the Roman
centurion for opposite virtues. In' the providence
of God the results of Bible studies and personal

visits will be souls converted for the kingdom of
God.

New Day Dawns for Bible Work

(Continued from page 23)

in the training of Bible instructors, and plans are
being laid to send their workers to the Seminary
in rotation as soon as is practicable, our work
continues to reach out to those Bible instructors
who must remain in the fleld until their turn comes
to attend the Seminary. In order to help these
faithful workers, Miss Kleuser has been visiting
the field and conducting special classes and group
councils. This plan has met a hearty response
from the field. It has been felt that these efforts
are definitely building for co-operation and effi-
ciency in Bible instruction.

Another encouraging feature of these larger ob-
jectives is the building up of our Bible instructor
training program in our colleges.” Our schools
exist for the training of workers in every phase of
our developing work, and though we may have
been somewhat remiss in the past in meeting the
needs of this calling, our schoo! faculties are com-
ing more and more under the conviction that Bible
work must stand on the same high plane as the
gospel ministry. Furthermore, there is an increas-
ing demand from our field leaders for efficient
Bible instructors who by consecration, personality,
and training are able to meet the need of the hour.

As Miss Kleuser visits our colleges, young peo-
ple begin to catch a new vision of the urgent needs
of personal evangelism. During her visits the
regular classwork of the department of theology is
supplemented with instruction in practical tech-
niques of up-to-date home evangelism. These var-
ious efforts present a new attraction to the pro-
fession of the Bible instructor, making it one of
the most important and attractive phases of gospel
ministry. No greater work ever beckoned to
young women than that of leading families into
fellowship with Christ and the acceptance of this
message.

response to these enlarging plans. R. A, A
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Association is organized for the purpose of uniting all our church agencies in gospel medical mission-
ary work, and teaching by precept and example our broad, balanced principles of healthful living.

Fallacies in the

ECENT developments in the science of nutri-
tion, especially with respect to the essential
role of vitamins in the maintehance of health,

have focused attention upon these substances and
paved the way for commercial exploitation. The
great significance of vitamins to human nutrition'is
readily recognized, and has an established basis
in scientific fact. The pendulum of public popu-
larity has swung so far, however, that there is
widespread, indiscriminate use of these prepara-
tions by the lay public.

Vitamins are essential constituents of food and
a “must” in the adequate dietary. Vitamins are
also potent therapeutic agents in the treatment of
certain diseases due to dietary deficiencies. Fur-
thermore, no one would question the propriety or
importance of employing vitamin therapy for a
limited period of time where circumstances of ill-
ness or restricted dietary were such as to produce
a suspected or subclinical deficiency state, But it
is irrational and unwise to administer vitamins in
therapeutic doses indiscriminately on the basis of
their importance in nutrition, or simply on the as-
sumption that if some are good more will be better.

Articles in the daily press, radio broadcasts,
salesmen’s promotion, and other agencies often
suggest that such vague symptoms as fatigue,
weakness, loss of ambition, irritability, nervous-
ness, etc., are commonly due to a lack of vitamins,
and. therefore when such symptoms appear, as
they so commonly do, then by all means take “our”
vitamins in convenient pill or capsule form. Com-
plying with such advertising advice would prove
disappointing in the majority of cases—cases in
which no vitamin deficiency exists.

It is true that the dietary in many homes is not
wholly adequate and should be improved. The
way foods are prepared or stored often impairs the
inherent vitamin values; nevertheless, evidence of
benefit from indiscriminate administration of vita-
mins to industrial workmen in average health is
lacking after repeated controlled studies.

The blanket administration of vitamins to per-
sons whose dietary habits are faulty or whose diet
is inadequate in respect to protein or total cal-
ories, or whose meals are too far apart, does not
solve the whole problem or correct the way in
which such an inadequate dietary may be related
to fatigue or faulty nutrition. In other words,
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Use of Vitamins

vitamin therapy is not a substitute for a well-bal-
anced, adequate diet. Wholesome, natural foods
are still the best source of vitamins, and for the
great majority of adults, the only source neces-
sary to furnish the body the essentials for optimal
nutrition. Let care be exercised, however, to pre-
pare foods for the table in such a way as to pre-
serve to the maximum the vital components of
food and the mineral salts as well. Both vitamins
and mineral salts are lost to some degree in most
foods when thick peelings are removed, or when
foods are cooked in large amounts of water and
that water is discarded. Certain vitamin values
are lost when foods are stored or left standing
after being prepared. Chopped raw vegetable
salads quickly deteriorate on standing.
Vegetables, fruits, whole-grain cereals, and
nuts, prepared in a simple, appetizing manner,
make, with milk or cream, the most healthful die-

tary, and one which will bountifully supply all the .

essentials for complete nutrition. H. M. W.

MO R

Helping the Helpless

By Danier H. Kress, M.D., Veteran
Physician, Orlando, Florida

A FEW years ago a woman came to me, asking

if we would admit a friend of hers into the
sanitarium. This friend was a very brilliant
woman, an actress and playwright, who was in a
most serious condition. It was feared that she
would go insane. I learned that she smoked in-
cessantly, and I said to the friend, “Yes, we will
admit her on one condition. She must understand
before she comes that she cannot have one cigarette
after arriving here.”

The first two days I kept her in bed with a nurse
constantly by her side. On the second day I was
called to her room. She was almost beside herself,
As I entered, she said, “Doctor, I cannof stand
this any more. I am so nervous, I am afraid I will
do something desperate. I will jump out of that
window. 1 must have just one cigarette.” Then
she added, “Before coming here, I consulted two
nerve specialists, They said it would be unsafe for
me to cut out the cigarettes entirely, but advised
me to smoke five or six a day.” T asked, “Did you




do it?’ She admitted that she could not hold
herself down to that riumber.

Then 1 said, “Of course you could not. Your
mind was kept continually upon your cigarettes,
looking forward for the time to pass until the next
smoke. This is a continual torture. The only way
for you to do is to come to the point where you
-will say, ‘I will give them up altogether, regardless
of what I may suffer.””

" She said, “I can never do that.” I answered,
“Then I shall have to give up your case as a hope-
less one. I know you are up against a difficult task,
and God knows it, too. That 1s why He has made
provision for us in the gift of Christ to this world.
Tf we were able to help ourselves, this sacrifice
would not have been necessary, but He came to
‘help the helpless.” 1 assured her of God’s willing-
ness and anxiety to help her, and had prayer with
her.

When I was through, she snapped her fingers
and said, “Doctor, T will never smoke another
cigarette, never, never, never !”

Two weeks later she came to my office and said,
“Do you know that I have no desire whatever for
cigarettes? It is just wonderful. Can you explain
why this is so?” )

I said, “No, I do not know that I can explain
how this was brought about, except in the words
of the Scripture, ‘The wind bloweth where it
fisteth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but
canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth: so is everyone that is born of the Spirit."”
I then told her that when the will is placed without
reservation on God’s side it becomes omnipotent
and the impossible is made possible. It was the
only explanation I could give, aside from the fact
that we had also given her the food that tended
1o destroy the craving for narcotics.

This woman gained in weight, had calm nerves,
and became the picture of health. The first thing
she did after leaving was to persuade her brother-
 in-law, who was extremely nervous and suffering
from insomnia, to come to the sanitarium as a
patient. He, too, was a heavy smoker, but he never
touched a cigarette or cigar after his arrival. Her
experience as she related it to him helped him,
He remained two months, and has ever since been
in the best of health and has no inclination to re-
turn to the use of tobacco. Again and again he
assured me that the desire to smoke no longer
existed. He now lives on a meatless diet and uses
no condiments, coffee, or tea. This undoubtedly
‘helps to combat the craving for tobacco.

How Diet Can Help the Drunkard

Years ago I gave a talk on temperance to the
patients in the parlor of the Battle Creék Sani-
tarium. I dwelt upon the need of being workers
together with God in our efforts to overcome, and
pointed out that our prayers are often neutralized
by what we eat and drink. At the close Mrs. S. M.
1. Henry, world evangelist of the Woman’s Chris-
tian Temperance Union, came forward and in a
most earnest manner said, “I am thankful to be
here. Today I have had something explained to
me that has perplexed me for years.” :

Then she went on to say: “Years ago I gave a

.talk to mothers on the importance of prayer in

the home life, and quoted the promise, ‘Train up
a child in the way he should go: and when he is
old, he will not depart from it.” A mother came
to me with tears in her eyes and said, ‘All you
have said has appealed to me, but can you explain
to me why my only boy, whom I had dedicated to
the Lord before his birth, and who was a constant
subject of my prayers, is tonight filling a drunk-
ard’s grave? After prayerful thought I had to
say to that mother, ‘I do not know. All I do know
is, if there was any fault, it was not on God’s
part.””

“Now, I know why,” she said. “I recall that
the food that that mother prepared for her husband
and children was of a nature to create the craving
for strong drink.” Many a mother is today pre-
paring food for her husband and children which
is neutralizing her prayers in their behalf.

The prevalent use of cigarettes among the youth
is due, in part, to the fact that mothers have in-
nocently and ignorantly been supplying their chil-
dren with foods and drinks that tend to create the
desire for both alcohol and tobacco. To make true
prohibition effective, aside from casting their
votes, mothers must be taught that there is one
thing even more needful than this, and that is to
supply their tables with simple, nonirritating, non-
stimulating foods and drinks. “Slaying oxen, kill-
ing sheep, eating flesh, and drinking wine” are
associated. Hence the admonition, “Be not among
winebibbers ; among riotous eaters of flesh.”

Daniel, when a young man still in his teens, was
taken to Babylon as a captive and commanded to
eat at the royal table laden with meats, stimulants,
and delicacies. However, he “purposed in his
heart that he would not defile himself with the
portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which
he drank,” saying, “Let them give us pulse to eat,
and water to drink.” This was the food of his
choice. It was the food that had been served by
his mother at home. There was no danger that this
boy would side-step and resort to the use of wine
or strong drink. A boy brought up today on sim-
ilar foods will possess no craving for alcohol or
tobacco.

The prevalent use of cigarettes by boys and girls,
men and women, is threatening civilization. It
is a real curse, but “the curse causeless shall not
come.” Back of this curse often stands the mother
who is serving to her boys and girls the vety foods
and drinks that create the craving for both alcohol
and tobacco. : o

Some years ago a reception was given in London
to the American delegates in attendance at a Euro-
pean conference against alcohol. Doctors Crothers,
Shephard, and J. H. Kellogg were the American
representatives. Doctor Kellogg, not being able
to attend, requested me to represent him. During
the evening the customary speeches were made. -
One of England’s most brilliant platform speakers,
a stanch temperance advocate, said in the course
of her remarks that she could sympathize with the
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women who were addicted to the use of beer, be-
cause she drank beer herself up to fifteen years
ago. She said, “Although I have not tasted alco-
holic beverages of any kind since then, the crav-
ing I have for beer is just as strong now as it was
then.” This statement and confession came as a
surprise to me,

At the close of the meeting she invited my wife
and me to spend an evening in her home. We
accepted the invitation and were royally enter-
tained. When we sat down to her elaborately
spread table, I said to myself, “Here is the ex-
planation of her remarks.”” 1 felt it my duty to
speak to her of my impressions, and called her
attention to the relation between the food we eat
and the craving for drink.

I also told her how, after a lecture given at
Liverpool, a woman with a babe in her arms came
to speak to me. She said she was a drunkard, and
told me she had again and again resolved to give
up drink, and had rushed past saloons for a block
or two, only to return, and after taking one drink
she would continue to drink until thoroughly in-
toxicated.

I asked, “How long have you been drinking like
this ?”

She replied, “Ever since I gave birth to my
second child. The doctor advised me to drink
porter to increase the flow of milk to nourish the
child. The first drink I took was distasteful, but
I soon found that I could not let it alone.”

I then said to my hostess, “The difference be-
‘tween you and this woman is simply this: You
both possess a craving for beer; you have the will
power to resist it, while she has not. If in some
way we could .show this woman how to get rid
of this craving, she would have no difficulty in
keeping away from beer.” The woman saw the
point and made changes in her diet.

Saloonkeepers of the past recognized the need
for a free lunch table to encourage trade. That
lunch table was not laden with peaches, pears, and
oranges, or other luscious fruits. They knew that
such food would be disastrous to their business.
The table spread in the saloons was laden with
sausages, meats of all kinds, and highly seasoned
foods. They could afford to serve such foods to
their patrons, for they knew from experience that
they created a thirst which led to the bar for a
drink. These foods also create the desire to smoke.

Many a praying mother is innocently” furnishing
this same kind of food to her husband and children.

I believe the hope of the future lies in educating -

women to prepare the right kind of foods for their
husbands and children. Temperance campaigns
and efforts to enforce prohibition will fail to ac-
complish their purpose in the future, as they have
in the past, if this educational campaign is not
carried into the homes of the people. ’

~The poor drunkard who was admonished by Dr,
Lauder Brunton, of England, to “be a man and
give up drink,” gave an answer that is really a re-
buke to all temperance advocates: “You good

PAGE 29 ] THE MINISTRY, MARCH, 1945

people have a great deal to say about my drink, but
you have nothing to say about my thirst.” Let us
in our efforts deal with causes instead of results.
Drunkards and cigarette addicts are often made
in the home, rather than at the public bar. If we
want men like Daniel, who can resist temptations
when thrown among ungodly associates, we must
have mothers who, like the mother of Daniel, will
bring up their children in the way that they should
go; then when old they will not depart from it.
No craving for drink or tobacco will exist in a
child that is brought up in this way.

HOE K

Health Talk Outline

By SusannNe Mitoma, R.N., Night
Supervisor, New England Sanitarium

SusjzecT: “Safeguarding Mental Health.”
(Suitable as twenty- to thirty-minute talk for
evangelistic audience.) ’

OBJECTIVES:

1. To help maintain healthy mental balance.
2. To help realize influence of mind on health,

3. To point to the Great Physician—trust in di-
vine power.

InTRODUCTION: With the speed and stress of
modern life there is a growing tendency, almost
an obsession at times, to hurry and worry, which
causes mental strain and nervous tension. , The
pace at which life is lived by many is a strenuous
one and is'a menace to health. Many find that

twenty-four hours are not enough for one day.

Hours that should be used for sleep are en-
croached upon for other activities. Lack of sleep
brings on an upset nervous system, which is in-
clined to give way to worry. This is often fol-
lowed by discouragement, then despondency, and
finally by utter despair.

I. RerLation oF Minp AnD Bopy 1N MENTAL
Heavtn.

1. A very intimate relationship.
a. When one is affected the other sympa-
thizes. Man is integrated whole.
b. Many diseases are the result of mental
depression.
¢. Even death may result from a wholly
imaginary cause.
2. True science of healing for body and soul.
a. Control of mind over mind based on
false principles.
b. God’s purpose and means.
(1) No man should control another’s
mind.
(2) He desires to bring men into di-
rect relationship to Himself.
(3) He desires to bring human into
relationship with divine.
(4) He who made man’s mind knows
what the mind needs.
(5) He will impart His life if faith is
exercised.




3. Bible principles of safeguarding mental

health. o
a. “Be filled with the Spirit.” Eph. 5:18,

b. Abiding peace, true rest of spirit, has

one Source. Matt. 11:28, )
c. God gives help for every trial. Isa.
27:5.

d. Look away from self to Jesus.
“Man shall not live by bread alone.”
Luke 4:4.
II. MEeans oF CULTIVATING MENTAL HEALTH.
1. Promote health of body and mind by grati-
tude and praise.

a. Mental health depends much on con-
tentment and inner peace. Count your
blessings.

b. Sing praises. Let praise and thanks-

© giving be expressed in song.
2. Occupation of mind and body. )

a. Work one of life’s greatest blessings.

b, Work under pleasant conditions. Avoid
hurry or worry.

c. Useful service for others benefits both
giver and receiver.

3. Improve and cultivate health.

a. Adequate sleep and rest.

b. Relaxation and recreation.

c. Healthful diet. i

d. Endeavor to cultivate a quiet life of
faith. )

III. Summary: Mental health depends much upon
contentment, internal peace, and occupation
of brain and body. Endeavor to cultivate a
tranquil, quiet life of faith, with a contented
mind, a cheerful spirit, and a thankful heart,
by generous feedings on the bread of life,
the Word of God. The Bible is a mine of
gold for sound practical psychology. The
familiar Shepherd’s Psalm is full of promise.
It is God’s will that we weave His innumer-
able promises into our daily lives and thereby
be free from the worries of the uncertainties
of life which would burden us in this chaotic
world. Improve the general health by prac-
ticing the principles of healthful living as re-
lating to exercise, rest, recreation, cleanli-
ness, and proper diet.
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9%Nhite, Ellen G., Ministry of Healing, Pacific
Press, 1900.
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TruUE religion and the laws of health go hand in
hand.—Counsels on Health, p. 480.

Association Notes

Mewmsers of the M.M.A. will be
interested in the following ex-
cerpts taken from a letter just
received from Dr. Harry T. Pit-
man, medical director, Chulumani
Sanitarium and Hospital, Chulumani, Sud Yun-
gas, Bolivia. He and his wife, Dr. Naomi Kime
Pitman, and their co-workers are doing an out-
standing piece of medical missionary work in needy
Bolivia.—H. M. W.

“The present is a good time for me to write,
for we have passed our initial period of getting
adjusted, a winter of depression, and are on a
wave of great appreciation from all and with much
activity in the hospital.

“The construction work of enlarging the hos-
pital is still in progress. When it is completed
we will have eighteen more rooms. It lacks only
five rooms of being finished. We have hopes
that these will be finished soon. This will increase
our capacity to seventy beds. We expect to see
every room occupied another vear if our present
increase of patients continues. The present addi-
tion was made at a cost of Bs. 800,600 to the gov-
ernment. It has been voted recently to renovate
completely the old section of the building when
the new is terminated. That will make almost a
new hospital again. '

“We overflowed four or five months ago, and
had to occupy seven of the new rooms although
they were without windows and doors. We have
managed to keep them full ever since. Recently
we have had more patients than beds or blankets.
There is now only one blanket apiece, and only a
few more sheets, We hope to be able to remedy
this soon. Our previous surgical experience has
been of great help. Our surgical cases have made
much propaganda for us, and this is probably the
reason the hospital is full now, for this is sup-
posed to be our slack season.

“During the past few months patients have be-
gun to come from many parts of Bolivia for sur-
gery. We have had more than we can do, and
have a waliting list at present. The Lord surely
has had His protecting hand over the hospital and
has given us wonderful success, considering that
we have had 150 surgical cases including two car-
cinomas of the cervix with radical extirpation,
including excision of the vagina, without a death.
The people of the town are very proud of their

- hospital, and are sending their relatives and

friends from all over Bolivia.

“I did an appendectomy two weeks ago on the
son of one of the officials. Last week the prefect,
who corresponds to our governor of State, sent
word that the first week end after the Christmas
holidays he was coming to visit us. He wants to
discuss the other hospital. It is now. completed.
The work of bringing water is in progress, as well
as that of building the house for the doctor. It is
expected that by July all the buildings will be
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completed. Plans are now being made for com-
pletely equipping the hospital.

“As to further openings and future possibilities,
there is more news that will interest you. In the
interior to the east are the two large provinces of
Beni and Santa Cruz, constituting about half
the areca of the third largest country of South
America (Bolivia). We as yet have no organjzed
work here. In the center of this region at Trini-
dad a hospital is in construction, at a cost of Bs.
4,000,000. In the extreme north the American
Government is building two hospitals, soon to be
passed to the Bolivian Government. A group of
American priests have arranged for one and are
interested in the other, but as yet have not suc-
ceeded in getting a doctor. This hospital will be
completely equipped in good American manmner by
our Government, including instruments, linen, X
ray, and even medicines. In a year’s time this
could be self-sustaining. We were told that we
had better start negotiations at once if we were
interested.

“This year finds us in much better condition
than last, with a good reserve of food and medi-
cines for the rainy days ahead. We hope you will
especially remember us and ‘the work in Bolivia
in your prayers and plans.”

O R

Serving at the Bedside

By D. S. Rausten, M.D,, C.M.E,,
19039, Niobrara, Nebraska

O those who may never have been sick, I would

like to emphasize the mental and spiritual at-
titude of the sick person. Sickness takes us aside
and sets us up alone with God. We are taken
into His private chamber, and there He converses
_with us face to face. The world is afar off; our
relish for it is gone, and we are alone with Him.
Many are the words of grace and truth which
He then speaks to us. All our former props are
struck away, and we must lean on God alone.
The things of earth are felt to be vanity.

There is something in sickness that lowers the
pride of manhood, that softens the heart and
brings it back to the feeling of infancy. Who is
it that has languished in sickness, even in ad-
vanced life, and has not thought of the mother
who watched over his childhood, who smoothed
his pillow and administered to his helplessness?
When a man is laboring under the pain of a dis-
ease, it is then that he recollects that there is a God
and that he himself is but a man. No mortal is
then the object of his envy, admiration, or con-
tempt; and having no malice to gratify, he is not
excited by tales of slander.

Sickness unveils to a man his own heart. It
shows him the need there is for sympathy and love
between man and man. Thus disease, opening
his eyes to the realities of life, is an indirect
blessing. One who has never known a day’s ill-
ness is lacking in at least one feature of moral
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culture. He has not entered into one of the great-
est lessons of his life. He has missed the finest
lecture in that great school of humanity—the sick-
room. ,

Sickness or disease generally begins that equal-
ity which death completes. The distinctions which
set one man so much above another are very little
perceived in the gloom of a sickroom. There it
will be vain to expect entertainment from the gay
and instruction from the wise. There all human
glory is obliterated; the wit is clouded, the mind
perplexed, and the hero subdued. There the high-
est and brightest of mortal beings finds nothing of
real worth left but the consciousness of his own
background.

Sickness brings a share of blessing with it
What stores of love and human sympathy it re-
veals! What constant, affectionate care is ours!.
What kindly greetings from friends and associ-
ates! This very loosening of our hold upon life
calls out such a wealth of human sympathy that
life seems richer than before.

Then, as time goes on, sickness teaches humil-
ity. Our absence is scarcely noticed. We are
separated completely from the noisy, restless
world; yet our place is filled and all moves on
without us. So'we learn that at last, when we
shall sink forever beneath the waves of the sea of
life, there will be but one ripple, and the current
will move steadily on.

It is on the bed of sickness that we fully realize
the value of good health. Sickness is poor in
spirit and cannot serve anyone, but health is one
of the greatest blessings we are capable of enjoy-
ing. Money cannot buy it; therefore value it and
be thankful for it. Health is above all gold and
treasures. He that has health has little more to
wish for, and he that has it not lacks everything.
It is beyond price, since it is through health that
money 1s procured. Thousands of dollars, and
even millions, are small recompense for loss of
health. Poverty is indeed an evil from which we
naturally flee; but let us not run from one enemy
to a worse one, which is assuredly the lot of those
who exchange poverty for sickness, even though
accompanied by wealth,

In no situation and under no circumstances does
human character appear to better advantage than
when observed in the event of sickness., The help-
lessness and weakness of the sickroom makes a
most effective appeal to the charity and natural
kindness in the hearts of all. Thus it appears that
sickness not only is of discipline to the sick one
but also serves to bring to a more perfect growth
the flowers of charity and kindness inherent in the
hearts of those who care for the sick.

It is on the sickbed that the heart learns most
completely the value of self-examination. Life
passes before the patient as a gliding panorama.
How strong are the resolutions formed for the
future! Only God and the angels know how many
lives have been turned from evil courses to the
right, snatched as brands from the burning, who
can date their progress in the good and true modes
of living from a bed of sickness.

Then let us be patient in sickness. Let us turn




it to account in the bettering of our hearts, and
thus may we reap from seeming evil that which
will conduce in no small degree to our ultimate
happiness.

Hearte is not negative.
Health means more than

CURRENT . :
SCIENTIFIC Slénpiy. keepl?ﬁg outI of a

physician’s office. It is a
COMMENT

positive condition of the
body which gives us a
long life of zest-and buoy-
ancy. . . .

Medical research made one of its greatest con-
. tributions to human welfare when it began to
produce positive evidence that improper or inade-
quate food, and a consequent state of poor nutri-
tion, is the underlying cause of many diseases.
Not only were organic diseases so identified, but
poor nutrition was found to interfere with the
proper working of the bodies of man and his ani-
mals.

Sickness produced by deficient foodstuffs was
found, for the most part, to be chronic and crip-
pling in character to both mind and body. We
are coming to realize that chronic sickness due to
faulty nutrition is the largest single factor in the
lives of literally millions of the people who con-
sult us but who do not, however, exhibit organic
disease. They are simply poorly nourished and do
not have their natural vitality. They have little
or no vigor. They do tiave, as a consequence,
an increased susceptibility to all kinds of infec-
tions and degenerative diseases. How to restore

these chronically half-sick people to robust health

before it is too late is a fundamental social prob-
lem. '

This problem is not one of the redistribution of
pills. It makes little difference who gives what
colored pill to whom, What I am trying to say is
that no plan of voluntary or compulsory sickness
insurance will solve this problem. It is purely a
matter of prevention through education, and sound
nutrition and proper eating must become popular
through education.—JSournal of the American Med-
ical Association, Oct. 7, 1944, pp. 331, 332.

DesprTE still large gaps in our knowledge as to
the exact requirements and functions of many of
the specific nutrients during pregnancy, there can
be little doubt that nutrition of the pregnant
woman is sufficiently important to normal growth
and development of the fetus and the health of
the mother to warrant an important place in all
prenatal care programs. That proper nutrition
during pregnancy is an important factor in reduc-
ing the incidence of stillbirths and early neonatal
deaths has not been widely appreciated. If a good
diet is a safety factor to the mother and preventive
of certain forms of toxemia, that alone is ex-
tremely important, since toxemia is still one of the
major causes of maternal mortality during preg-
nancy and an important cause of fetal mortality,
premature births, and neonatal deaths. The bene-
fits which may be derived from effective and in-

telligent nutrition teaching during pregnancy are
overwhelmingly in favor of making this informa-
tion a part of all prenatal care. Bethell says: “The
prevalence of suboptimal nutrition, as measured by
present standards, and the degree of improvement
after dietary instruction testify to the value of nu-
tritional evaluation and therapy as a part of pre-
natal care for the population at large as well as
for the distinctly underprivileged in large cities.”
—Journal of the American Dietetic Association,

December, 1044, pp- 739, 740.

VriTaMmin RETENTION 18y CANNED VEGETABLES.—
Retentions of ascorbic acid, thiamine, and ribo-
flavin were determined in two types of small-scale
preparations of canned vegetables for serving: one
in which the liquid in the can was concentrated
and retained; the other in which liquid was
drained off after heating. The canned products
studied were green beans, Lima beans, carrots,
yellow corn, peas, spinach, and tomatoes. . . .

Conclusions made regarding vitamin retentions
are as follows: Ascorbic acid loss was variable in
the preparations in which liquids were concen-
trated, i.e., from arcund 20 per cent in green beans
to about 60 per cent in carrots. But for each
vegetable prepared by both methods, the total loss
was decidedly greater when the liquid was dis-
carded. There was no loss of ascorbic acid in
tomatoes for which all of the liquid was retained
but not concentrated.

No thiamine or riboflavin was lost by destruc-
tion in either method, but approximately 30 to 40
per cent of these two vitamins was lost when lig-
nids were discarded.—Journal of the Awmerican
Dietetic Association, January, 1945, p. 10,

DesTrRUCTION OF RI1BOFLAVIN IN MILK.—Ribo-
flavin was destroyed to the extent of g to 16 per
cent during pasteurization, from 5 to 8 per cent
during vitamin D enrichment by irradiation, and
from 3 to 5 per cent during bottling and brief’
storage preceding delivery. It has previously been
shown that up to 66 per cent of the riboflavin is
destroyed if milk is exposed for 2 hours to direct
sunlight—/ournal of the American Dietetic Asso-
ciation, January, 1945, p. 42.

MO X

TuEe medical missionary workers are to be puri-
fied, sanctified, ennobled. They are to rise to the
highest point of excellence. They are to be molded
and fashioned after the divine similitude. Then
they will see that health reform and medical mis-
sionary work are to be bound up with the preach-
ing of the gospel.

The reason why church members do not under-
stand this branch of the work, is that they are not
following the light, walking step by step after their
great Leader. The medical missionary work is of
God, and bears His signature. For this reason,
let man keep his hands off it, and not desire to
manage it according to his .own ideas.—Testi-
monies, Vol. VIII, pp. 168, 169.
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THE PULPIT AND THE STUDY

Biblical Exposition and Homiletic Helps

A —————

The Art of Organized Study

By J. 1. Ropison, Acting Dean, School of
Theology, Walla Walla College, Washington

HE word “study” comes from the Latin word,
studium, meaning “zeal.” From this is derived
the Latin verb studeo, “be diligent.” Thus, from
the derivation of the word, it becomes evident that
the art of studying implies a diligent application
of the mind in memorizing or mastering certain
words or ideas. And like all other arts, the ability
to study must be learned. There are few natural-
born students. Proficiency in studying can be ob-
tained only by hard work and after years of prac-
tice. Just as the musician must continue to spend
many hours in practice to retain proficienicy in his
art, so the minister, once having attained the art of
studying, must continue .to practice if he would
hold the advancement he has made, and grow in a
knowledge and understanding of the Word of God.
Some time ago I read a significant statement
made by Lord Bower, a distinguished English
judge. In commenting on the powers and quali-
ties required for success at the bar, he said, “Cases
are won in chambers.” That is, so far as a bar-
rister is concerned, success is not the result of some
extemporary flashing appeal in a public court, but
it follows a disciplined argument, solidly put to-
gether by careful preparation in his private study.
If this is true of a barrister who has to do only
with cold facts and legal arguments presented be-
fore a jury, how much more is it true of a preacher
who is dealing with living truths before a waiting
congregation? An audience may be amused or en-
tertained by a flow of extemporary talk, but men’s
hearts are not touched, nor their spiritual hunger
satisfied, by such patter. Mere talk will never save
men, neither will it point a sinner to “the Lamb
of God which taketh away the sin of the world.”

Preaching that costs nothing in preparation ac-
complishes nothing upon delivery. We must real-
ize that only when Zion travailed did she bring
forth children. Just so, ministers need to remem-
ber that the first requisite of a successful ministry
is careful preparation and soul anguish alone with
God. OQur study will be useless without that deep
heart searching which will make us clean channels
through which the Spirit of God may flow, But
soul anguish is not enough. There must be hours
of deep study of the Word of God and other books
that throw light on the Word.

A successful ministry is largely bound up in one
word, “study.” Paul, writing to a young minister,
advised, “Study to show thyself approved unto
God.” This is good counsel. It comes from a man,
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probably one of the most successful workers that
the cause of God has ever known, who was him-
self a student. Paul was a reader of books, a
searcher after truth, a real student of God’s Word.
He never felt that he had attained. He kept his
mind active, ever searching through books and
parchments for what would help him in his work.
Even in the dungeon. cell, when he knew that the
time of his departure was at hand, his mind turned
to his books, that he might use the few remaining
hours in spiritual edification.

The first requisite of profitable study is hard
work. Successful ministry, soul-stirring sermons,
and deep spiritual truths do not come to us by in-
spiration, but rather by perspiration. Even the
prophets, who wrote under the inspiration of God,
“inquired and searched diligently” concerning the
great truths of salvation. They realized, and we
must also, that “the soul of the sluggard desireth,
and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall
be made fat.” Prov. 13:4.

It has truly been said: “A preacher who dislikes
study and avoids it as far as in him lies, is a misfit
for the work that he has chosen.” I hope I may
be excused for paraphrasing Solomon in the fol-
lowing, without doing any injustice to the original:
“Seest thou a preacher diligent in his study? He
shall stand before leaders of men; he shall not
stand before mean men.”

We need to guard against self-deception in the
matter of our study hour. Some think they are
working hard, when in fact they are only loafing.
Their study is a lounge instead of a workroom.
They sit back in a big, comfortable chair, and read
some chosen book as one would read a story while
on a holiday. They may find the book interesting,
even helpful, but such reading is not study. Proi-
itable study is much more than passive reading.
This brings us to the question: How are we to
study ?

At best our memories are very poor. No mem-
ory system will make it possible for us to retain
all we read, or recall where we read some helpful
passage or important fact. So it becomes neces-
sary for us to have some system in study, if we
are to get the most out of our reading and research.
Without system we may think we are working,
when in reality we are only passing time away.

Right Suggestions on Organizing Study

So, when we enter our study, we should not be
desultory or trifling. We may waste considerable
time, before getting down to the waiting task. But
by organizing our work, budgeting the time, and
carrying out a program of study, we may accom-
plish five times as much as we. would in aimless
reading or unorganized study. As to the proper
system, each man will have to work out his own




plan to follow in the circumstances under which
he is laboring. Some suggestions might include
the following:

1. MarRrING Passages.—Read with colored pen-
cil in hand and mark your book, underlining im-
portant passages. Make notations in the margins,
or possibly at the close of the chapter. Cross ref-
erences may be noted in order that you may find
relating quotations in the future without too long
a search.

2. SermoN NoteBoOK.—In your reading you
will often come across a passage that grips you.
You say, “Here is the foundation for a sermon.”
You read it carefully, reread it, and mark it; but
even then you may lose it, as memory is so fleeting.
So it would be well to have a sermon suggestion
notebook, Record in the notebook the main thought
of the passage and where it is found. Then you
can come back to it at some future time and use it
when needed.

3. TeExT IpEAas.—The same plan may be used in
Bible study. We come across a text and as we
study it, a whole sermon begins to come to mind
that could be developed from the text. We may
not have time to outline the sermon at the moment,
but unless we jot down the text, with a brief men-
tion of the thought it has suggested, we shall prob-
ably lose it. So a sermon suggestion notebook will
often preserve the fleeting thought and make study
more profitable.

4. RELATED READING—In your study of a sub-
ject or theme, do not be satisfied with one or two
sources of information. Take advantage of the
best that scholarship can offer you in the interpre-
tation of the Word. Have a study table large
enough so that you can surround yourself with six
or eight volumes dealing with the subject in hand.
Then study them one by one. Make notes, use the
volumes of the Spirit of prophecy freely, and find
out the full setting of the subject, its background,
and how best to develop it. Look up the Scrip-
ture passages in the original languages if possible,
or in other English translations. Find out the pre-
cise conditions under which the words were writ-
ten, how the text has been used in the writings of
the Spirit of prophecy, or by other authors.

5. Historicar ImacinaTioN.—Take time to
think and meditate. Cultivate the power of his-
torical imagination. By this I mean the power to
reconstruct the past and see again the people and
places and the moving life of Bible times. I believe
it is this power that makes some of Ellen G.
White’s books so intensely interesting. When you
read The Desire of Ages, you can see again the
Saviour walking among men. Through the gift of
historical imagination men and events live again
before you, as you read Pairiarchs and Prophets.
T would urge that you endeavor to cultivate this
latent power. It will take time, thought, and study,
but it will be worth while, for by it you will bring
new life to your preaching, and vitalize many of
the beautiful stories of the Bible.

6. Rerain  INpDIVIDUALITY.~—AS you consult

other minds and gather about you the product of
other men’s research, there is danger that you will

be overwhelmed by them and lose your own indi-
viduality. But a minister should be himself. He
should think for himself and not be an imitator of
other men’s thoughts. By this I do not mean that
a minister should go off at a tangent and work on
the assumption that special light has been revealed
to him alone. The Holy Spirit is our teacher, and
when we are taught by the Spirit, there will be no
contradictions or variance in doctrine. But the
light of truth has a thousand rays shining from its
source, and each of you should seek to discover
some of these rays for yourselves, make them your
own, and give them in all their freshness to your
congregations. One ray of light so discovered
will enlighten your soul more than a hundred rays
borrowed from someone else’s study, and it will
also shine more brightly as you give it to others.

So my counsel would be to dig deeply into the
mines of truth for yourself. Find the precious
jewels there and do not allow yourself to become
only a mouthpiece through whom other men speak
to your congregations. You can and will consult
authorities, study diligently the works of great
scholars, but through it all you should preserve
your own individuality, and respect the processes
and findings of your own mind and the results of
your own study. Then you will find that your ser-
mons will have a freshness and an originality that
will arouse a new interest in the message you bring
to the people.

7. TemMpER Wite Time.—Another study sug-
gestion should be mentioned. When you have dis-
covered a new thought or a new aspect of truth,
do not feel obliged to preach on the theme the next
Sabbath. 1t frequently happens that a message is
presented only half digested and quite immature.
You have had a flash of light and think you see the
sun, while in reality there are a good many clouds
still obscuring the fullness of light which will ul-
timately shine on the subject through prayerful
study. Many sermons would be greatly improved
if, after the preliminary work had been done, they
were laid aside for a while and allowed to rest.
When next they are taken up, the clouds will dis-
appear, and the light of truth will shine more
brightly. Sermons are often picked too green.
They should be allowed to ripen through a long
process of meditation, deep study, and earnest
prayer. Ministers who are ready to preach on any
subject, if given a day’s notice, will never be men
mighty in the Scriptures. So in your preparation
cultivate the ability to study a subject not once or
twice only but over a period of time until it has
reached maturity. James says, “Let patience have
her perfect work,” It will take patience to bring
your work to perfection.

8. Osserve Lrire~—Not only within the four
walls of his study does a minister have opportunity
of gaining valuable information and inspiration
for his work. He will find it helpful and stimu-
lating to talk with men from all walks of life and
wherever he may find them. He will thus keep
in touch with the pulse of life and the common,
everyday affairs that occupy the time and thought
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of people. Such association keeps a minister from
soaring in the clouds, and reveals to him the needs
of humanity.

The Saviour was our example in this. He lived
among men, talked and walked with them, became
acquainted with their lives, their homes, their daily
occupations. Such contact, from the standpoint of
sermon preparation, is most valuable, You will, as
a result, be able to deliver a message related to the
life of your community, and will, I believe, be more
likely to unlock the door into the troubled hearts
of your people.

Why I Am a Seventh-day Adventist

By J. A. BuckwALTER, Secretary, Department
of Public Relations, Canadian Union

I Text: 1 Peter 3:15. These are days when
men ought to know why they believe what
they believe.

II. Tee NAME SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST.
1. A distinguishing name. Rev. 14:12; Titus
2:13.
(a) Seventh-day—"“Commandments of
God.” ‘
(b) Adventist—“Faith of Jesus.”
2. A Christian name. Rev. 14:6.
(a) Proclaiming “the everlasting gospel.”
(b) We are not the only Christians. Rev.
18:4. Many Christians still in Baby-
lon.
3. A Bible name.
(2) Second advent. Heb. 9:28.
(b) Seventh-day Sabbath. Ex. z0:8-11.

III. I Ay AN ApveNTIST BECAUSE—
I. Jesus was an Adventist (John 14:2, 3);

and still is (Heb. 10:12, 13).
Angels are Adventists. Acts 1:9-11,
. The patriarchs were Adventists. Jude 14.
. The prophets were Adventists. Isa. 26:21.
. The apostles were Adventists.

(a) Peter: 2 Peter 1:16.

(b) James: James 5:7, 8.

(c) John: 1 John 2:28; 3:2, 3

(d) Paul: 1 Thess. 4:16, 17.

6. The Bible is an Adventist book. Hun-
Eireds of references to His glorious appear-
ing.

7. The Lord’s prayer is an Adventist prayer:
“Thy kingdom come.” Matt. 6:10.

8. The Lord’s supper is an Adventist ordi-
nance: “Till He come.” 1 Cor. 11:26.

9. Church in all ages an Adventist church.
Eph. 2:20,

10. Calvary demands His second advent. Heb.
9:28.

IV. I AM A SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST BECAUSE—

1. The Lord’s day is the seventh-day Sab-
bath. Ex. 20:8-11. (Law unaltered. Ps.
89:34; Matt. 5:17, 18.)

2, In the judgment Sabbathkeeping will be

i N
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tested by this law. James 2:10-12.
3. Patriarchs kept seventh-day Sabbath.
(@) Adam. Gen. z:1-3; Mark 2:27.
(b) Abraham. Gen, 25:5; 15:6.
4. Prophets kept seventh-day Sabbath.
(@) Moses. Ex. 16:23-30.
(b) David,. Ps. 1917, 8.
(c) Jeremiah. Jer. 17:21-27, etc.
3. Apostolic church observed seventh-day

Sabbath.

(@) “According to the commandment.”
Luke 23:56.

(b) Paul’'s Sabbathkeeping “manner.”
Acts 17:2.

Apostle to the Gentiles established
Sabbathkeeping Gentile churches on
his evangelistic tours. Acts 16:12,
13; Acts 18:4.
Both Paul and James definitely desig-
nated the day on which the Scriptures
were read in the synagogues as the
“Sabbath day.” -Acts 13:27; Acts
15:21. Apostles always used sacred
fitle “Sabbath” when writing or
speaking of the seventh day.
6. Jesus, our great Example, kept the sev-
enth-day Sabbath.
(a) Sabbathkeeping His “custom.” Luke

(¢)

4:16.
(b) His Sabbathkeeping teaching. Matt.
4:20; 12:12. ‘

7. The remnant (or last) church on this
earth will be a Sabbathkeeping church.
Rev. 12:17; 14:12.

8. The united church of the new earth will
be a Sabbathkeeping church. Isa. 66:
22, 23.

9. The Bible is a seventh-day Sabbath book.
Never once does it use a sacred title with
reference to the first day of the week, but
fifty-eight times in the New Testament
alone it gives a sacred title to the seventh
day. Rev. 1:10; Matt. 12:8; Mark 2:27,
28; Heb. 4:4, 9.

10. The atonement provides perfect Sabbath-
keeping, but not perfect Sundaykeeping.
Hence it is impossible to observe any other
day as a Christian Sabbath.

V. APPEAL:

© Come into harmony with our “spiritual an-
cestors” down through the ages and join in
a2 world-wide movement that is {fulfilling
prophecy in preaching the coming of the

Lord and the commandments of Jesus, two

signs of God’s last message through His rem-

nant church.

DI

“NOT DEAD YET.”—Dr. E, Stanley Jones tells of a
young pastor who complained because he was being mis-
treated by his church and by other Christians. Dr.
Jones replied : “The trouble with you is that you are not
dead yet. You are still kicking. You are not crucified
with Christ. There is too much of self left in you''—
Watchman-Examiner,




Dispensationalism and the Scofield Bible

EW of us realize how widespread the errors
of modern dispensationalism have become in
recent years. Some deal with the old issues
in the religion of yesterday, seemingly unaware
that new errors of giant proportions must be met
- today. The errors of fundamentalism are as many
and as serious as those of modernism. It is the
fundamentalist wing of the modern church that
rejects the law of God, declaring it was nailed to
the cross; that preaches a secret snatching away
of the church in a secret coming of Christ, a re-
turn of the Jew to Jerusalem, and a “second
chance” for salvation. All these errors, and many
more, are linked together in what is known as
modern dispensationalism.

It is interesting to know that, like all other er-
ror, modern dispensationalism is not modern at
all. The editor of The Sunday School Times, in
defense of dispensationalism, quotes Augustine,
“greatest of all the Latin fathers,” and even Cle-
ment of Alexandria, a father of the second cen-
tury, as its proponents.

What is the dlspensatlonahsm of the Scofield
Bible? The definition given by Dr. Scofield on
page 5 of his notes is this: “A dispensation is a
period ‘of time during which man is tested in re-
spect .of obedience to some specific revelation of
the will of God. Seven such dispensations are dis-
tinguished in Scripture.” These seven so-called
dispensations are: Innocency, Conscience, Human
Government, Promise, Law, Grace, Kingdom.

This sevenfold dispensational division is arbi-
trary and unwarranted by the Scriptures. For ex-
ample: Why should the period before the Flood be
designated as “Conscience,” or the time of Abra-
ham as “Promise”? Is there not as much of con-
science and as many promises in all the other
periods of time? And what is there of “human
government” in those early days more than in all
succeeding periods of the world’s history? The
fact is that this subtle division of God’s dealings
with man is designed by the enemy to further two
of the greatest deceptions that have ever been pre-
sented to 'man: (1) the error of antinomianism,
and (2) the error of a second chance during a
millennial age.

Every believer in the Scofield dispensational-
ism holds that there was no grace before Sinai
and no law after Calvary. “Law without grace”
and “grace without law” are carried so far by this
false teaching that even the sermon on the mount
is taken away from the church and made a part
of the dispensation of law. Moreover, the dispen-

" sationalist joins company with the Millennial
Dawnist in the teaching of a more favorable op-
portunity for salvation during the millennium.

But a great voice of protest is developing in the
popular churches against the Scofield Bible. In
an editorial report of the Second General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church of America, the

By VARNER ]J. JOHNS, Professor of Bible,
College of Medical Evangelists, Loma Linda

Presbytertan Guardian of November 14, 1936, said
of the Scofield notes: “They are heresy of a very
terrible kind. Rather than that the Presbyterian
Church of America should knowingly tolerate such
heresy in jts ministry or eldership or deaconate, it
would surely seem better that it should be divided
or dissolved.” The same issue of this paper
contained a letter by Professor Kuiper, with the
statement that “the organizing principle of dis-
pensationalism of the Scofield Bible is essentially
heretical.” Dr. Oswald T. Allis, writing in the
Evangelical Quarterly (Edinburgh), says:

“But, despite these and other differences that might
be mentioned, dispensationalism shares with higher criti-
cism its fundamental error. It is divisive and holds a
doctrine of Scripture which tends to be and is in many
respects as_distinctive of that high view of Scripture
which its advocates assert, as it is disastrous to some of
the doctrines most precious to the hearts of those that
hold it.”—January, 1936.

Some may be concerned lest in opposing the
Scofield dispensationalism we shall lose the word
“dispensation” from our theological vocabulary.
In the right use of the word there is safety. But
the very word itself, like so many other words in
Christian phraseology, has become perverted in
its meaning. For example, the word “premillen-
nial” has come to designate a certain and almost
fixed belief of the fundamentalist that links it with
a thousand-year rveign of Christ on earth. It
might be better to call ourselves “Bible millen-
nialists,” because the accepted use of the word
“premillennialist” is so perverted. So also with
the word “rapture.” Even the wonderful word
“holiness” has become so perverted in meaning
by the Pentecostal people that we have to explain
its meaning .every time we use the term. Thus
it is also with the word “dispensational.”

Grace Before Cross and After

I would not for a moment suggest that the
shadowy sacrifice of the “old dispensation” should
not be clearly contrasted with the sunshine of the
“new.” However, it is a serious mistake even to
imply that grace, the gospel, the church, and the
Holy Spirit belong only to “this dispensation.”
There was as much of grace before the cross as
after. The Christian church includes Abraham
and Moses as well as Peter and Paul. There
were the same blessed gospel of salvation, the
same wonderful Saviour, the same new-covenant
relationship, and the same Holy Spirit in Old
Testament times as in the New,

There never has been, is not now, nor ever will
be, more than one basis upon which God forgives
the sinner, and that is a new-covenant basis. It
is a grievous error to make the new covenant a
dispensational experience. It is an individual ex-
perience, and always has been such. This is the
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covenant of grace; and has been from the begin-
ning. True, it was ratified by the blood of Christ
(Heb. 13:10), but it was not instituted at the
cross. We read in Desire of Ages: “Every time
a soul is converted, and learns to love God and
keep His commandments, the promise of God is
fulfilled, ‘A new heart will T give you, and a new
spirit will I put within you.’ "—Page 407.

The popular teaching which sets the gospel, the
new covenant, the Christian church, and grace on
this side of the cross is a most dangerous doc-
trine. That is exactly what Dr. Scofield does, and
he goes so far in his dispensationalism as to in-
clude the sermon on the mount in the dispensation

. of law. He declares that in the sermon on the

mount, “every blessing is conditional upon works,
not faith.” He then excludes even the ministry of
Jesus and the four Gospels from his dispensation
of grace. This is a fearful error.

‘What was true of the gospel and of grace before
Pentecost was true also of the Holy Spirit. “Be-
fore then the Holy Spirit had been in the world;
from the very beginning of the work of redemp-
tion He had been moving upon men’s hearts.”
What, then, was the difference in the day of Pen-
tecost and after?

It was “the more abundant impartation of the
Spirit,” “the added power,” “a new endowment of
power,” “the Holy Spirit in its fullness” that came
to the church at Pentecost. (See Acts of the Apos-
tles, p. 53.) There is no objection to the expres-
sion “the dispensation of the Spirit” if the right
meaning, the Biblical meaning, is given to the
term. But the Scofield dispensation of grace is
contrary to the Bible meaning, the very opposite
of the truth, And yet the Scofield meaning is the
accepted meaning that is given to this expression
by nine out of ten people today. The primary
Bible meaning of the word “dispensation” is “stew-
ardship.” In a secondary sense the word “econ-
omy” is used to distinguish the shadowy service
from the full light of the gospel. In using the
word “dispensation” in this sense we should be
careful to make clear the fact that grace and the
gospel are as much a part of the old economy as
of the new, and that the only things abolished at
the cross were the types and shadows.

Let us not forget that the primary purpose of
the Scofield dispensationalism is to set at naught
the law of God. The Scofield notes say: “The
law is ministry of condemnation, death, and the
divine curse.” According to the blessed Bible
“the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the
soul,” and “the commandment of the Lord is pure,
enlightening the eyes.” The law was God’s love
gift to His people. (Deut. 33:3, 4.) “That ye
may live” was the purpose of God’s gift of His
law. The plan of God was that His law might be
the life and the wisdom and the understanding of
His people. There were many to whom the law
of God became a “ministration of condemnation,”
but these were the sinners in Israel, not the saints.

“His commandments are not grievous” now, and

they never have been grievous to any but sinners.
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The law, like a two-edged sword, brings life to
the obedient, and death to the disobedient. The
same is true of the gospel. The ministry of the
gospel is a ministry of “life unto life” to all who
obey the gospel, but also a “savor of death unto
death” to all who reject it. (2 Cor. 2:16.) If
the law is to be maligned, despised, and set aside
by Dr. Scofield because it condemns the sinner,
then the whole gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
must likewise be set aside.

Dr. Scofield does not for a moment consider
that the law is merely a ministry of condemnation
to the sinner. He sets aside the law, as a dispen-
sational “ministry of condemnation” against us,
and therefore done away in its entirety. His dis-
pensationalism is the foundation of his entire pyr-
amid of error, the apex of which is his hatred of
the law of God. Any teaching which sets the law

~ against the gospel and the promises of God is dan-

gerous and deceptive.

In conclusion, let us hold to the Bible meaning
of the word “dispensation.” If we use it to desig-
nate a period or an age or an economy, let us
make clear the fact that there was as much of
grace before the cross as after, and as much of
law after the cross as before. Let us remember
that God’s dealings with the human race have
ever been the same, and that the blessed Jesus was
the Saviour of Abraharh and Moses as well as
of Paul. And let us never hesitate to expose as
error that which separates law and grace as does
the Scofield Reference Bible. The accompanying
diagram illustrates the harmony of the dispensa-
tions.

Before the Cross After the Cross

A Y
Saved by Grace

Ordinances
< pointing backward

Saved by Grace
Ceremonies
pointing forward —>

The Ten Commandments
The Foundation Principles of Righteousness

MOR R

A MINISTER’S DREAM.—It is said that a
minister dreamed he was hitched to a covered
wagon and was laboriously, but slowly pulling it
along, until he reached a place in the road where
the mud seemed to get deeper, and it was with
much difficulty that he moved the wagon a few
inches at a time. He thought it rather peculiar,
as the last time he looked back he thought he saw
the entire congregation pushing. But the longer
and harder he pulled, the more difficult it became
to move the wagon. - Finally, almost exhausted,
he went to the rear to examine the source of the
trouble.

All the church members had quit pushing. Not
only had.they quit pushing, but they were sitting
in the wagon and criticizing the pastor for not
pulling the church along faster.

Well, was it a dream?—Cumberland Presby-
terian.
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THE LARGER OUTLOOK

A Discussion of Plans, Methods, and Objectives
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Ministry of Flowers in Church Services

“It is through the gift of Christ that we receive every
blessing. . . . Every flower, with its delicate tints and

fragrance, is given for our enjoyment through that one -

Gift—M:nistry of Healing, p. 424.

“The beauties in nature are a theme for contempla-
tion. In studying the natural loveliness surrounding us,
the mind is carried up through nature to the Author of
all that is lovely.”—T estimonies, Vol. I1I, p. 377.

LOWERS have their established place in the

garden, home, and sickroom. They are al-

ways acceptable as gifts and easily solve the
problem of what to give when in doubt. Flowers
lend the finishing touch to a wedding. They have
their distinctive place in services for the dead, in
conveying sympathy and helping to console the
grieving. Since everybody loves flowers, they
‘need no commending word ; they speak for them-
selves,

It is the use of flowers in the church service of
which we would now speak, a use that is not so
well established. That there is a place for flow-
ers in the church service has been sufficiently dem-
onstrated to make the subject worth considering.
The ministry of flowers in the house of God may
be made one of real blessing, as flowers fit appro-
priately into the sacred setting of holy worship.

A few principles in flower arrangement may be
in place for those who would make the most of
this service, Obviously our suggestions must be
rather general and brief, for space will not permit
entering into detail on a subject that already fills
a number of good-sized bocks. While flowers are
beautiful enough in themselves to be attractive, it
is possible by their arrangement to enhance their
attractiveness or do much to spoil their appeal.

Crowding a mass of bloom into any sort of con-
tainer that will hold water is one thing. Choosing
a snitable container and carefully arranging flow-
ers to make each individual blossom fill its place
is another. The effect you get from one is quite
different from the other. Flowers are beautiful
enough to make appeal to some people no matter
how they are jumbled together. But people’s
tastes differ.

In a church or at a camp meeting where flowers
may be offered in quantities, the effect may be one
of too much diversity in arrangement. Different
sizes and kinds of containers, various types of
flowers, mixtures of colors, hit-arrd-miss place-
ment of bouquets—all this may tend to an effect
that is not pleasing as a whole. It would be better
for one person to have the responsibility of the
flowers, with the right or privilege of rearrang-

By LOUIS A. HANSEN, Secretary of the
General Conference Purchasing Bureau

ing them if he so desires. Select someone with
tact as well as taste, so as not to offend any who

- might bring a bouquet that needs rearranging.

The effect as a whole for the benefit of the service
itself should be the objective.

Probably of first importance in flower arrange-
ment is the proper use of color—not the mixing
of colors, as in painting, but of combining colors
as we find them in flowers. Colors can be har-
monized and made to appeal to the eye and mind
even as musical notes can be harmonized and made
to appeal to the ear and mind. Colors can also
jar the eye and mind, even as musical notes can
jangle the ear and mind.

Strictly used, the word ‘“color” applies to the
standard spectrum colors: red, orange, yellow,
green, blue, indigo, and violet. These are the col-
ors found in light. They are seen when light is
broken up, as by the glass prism. The rainbow is
a good example of the spectrum-band colors in the
order mentioned. The sunlight contains all the
colors and is spoken of as white light. Black is
the absence of all light and all color.

In between the white light and black runs all
the range of hues, shades, tints, and tones re-
garded as color values. The pure colors, or hues,
of the spectrum band are of highest purity. Add
white to a color, and you have a higher value tint.
Pink is an addition of white to red. Add black to
red, and you have a lower value of red, or shade,
as maroon. We could speak of pink as a pale
value of red, and maroon as a dark value of red.
So it is with other colors, varying tints and shades
of certain hues create different values, all of which
have their consideration in flower arrangement.

Some flowers are of a single hue but in varying
tints or shades, as, for example, the beautiful Jo-
hanna Hill rose. Some flowers present many dif-
ferent colors in themselves, but all related, as in
the Talisman rose, which combines rust, yellow,
gold, brown, and red. This rose provides appeal
because all its colors are close to one another.

The principle of using colors, shades, and tints
closely related in the spectrum band may generally
be safely followed in arranging flowers. An ex-

ception occurs in red. On the one side of red we

have orange and yellow, On the other side we
have crimson and magenta. Both sides are analo-
gous to red, but they do not go well together. Sal-
mon from the red-yellow side cannot be used with
colors on the red-magenta side.
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The use of complementary contrast in colors is
of high value in flower arrangement. A glance at
nature’s use of complementary contrast is a good
guide. This is seen in the now quite common
gladiolus, in irises, in orchids, and in many other
flowers. The pansy is a good example of this, as
well as of the fact that yellow is an excellent har-
monizing color. While the pansy runs nearly all
the colors of the rainbow, it make$ free use of
yellow to harmonize them, a good note to follow
in arranging flowers.

In the complementary contrasts we have good
examples in yellow and lavender, yellow and pur-
ple, red and white, red and blue, orange and blue
or purple, and so on. Such contrasts can be used
either close together or separately. However, dif-
ferent colors give much better- effect when
grouped rather than “spotted” in. A few purple
iris in a lower corner and jonquils at the opposite
corner tip will look better than if all were mixed
together. Both are thus given their own identity
and their complementary color values are en-
hanced.

Colors have certain values in their appeal to our
emotions or our mental reactions. Long experi-
ence has associated blue with the distant sky or
the deep sea. Blue gives us a sense of distance.
We may speak of it as a receding color. It is a
cool color, good for a bouquet on a hot day. On
the other hand, red is an advancing color, coming
right at you, as it were. It is a warm color and
gives the impression of heat—not so good for a
hot day. It is a popular color, being used in al-
most every national flag, perhaps because it speaks
of ardor and patriotism. Green is a restful color.
Nature makes such liberal use of it that we are
used to seeing it in plenty and never tiring of it.
White is a symbol of purity and innocence. It is
associated with sacred things, and in a sense sug-
gests divine power. Black is just the opposite,
and has become the color of mourning.

In our next article we shall consider the use of
various colors. We shall also take up the matter
of containers and the make-up of flower arrange-
‘ments.

XX X

God’s Way Is Best

By JESSIE W. MURTON

Gop’s way is best, dear heart! We cannot tear
Apart the future’s petals! We must wait
Till He, beyond our heartache and despair,
Unfolds each bloom, flings wide each close-
barred gate.

God’s way is best! Today we may not know
The wise and loving reasons why He planned
This bleak and lonely way that we must go;
But sometime, somewhere, we shall understand.

God’s way is best! As earthly fathers take
At dusk a tired child’s cherished book or toy—
Some shining morn we, too, as they, shall wake,
The night forgotten in the new dawn’s joy !

—Frankincense and Myrrh.
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THE FIELD SAYS

Echoes From QOur Letter Bag

Habits That Anney and Disturb

Eprror, Tawe MINISTRY:

You frequently give helpful suggestions in THE
MinistrY for the seli-improvement of our work-
ers. There is an annoying habit that has been
very noticeable in some ministers of my acquaint-
ance. I wonder whether there are many others
who have this habit. This is the habit of begin-
ning’ every few sentences with the salutation, “My
friends,” “My dear friends,” or “Now, my dear
friends.” I have heard this repeated at least
twenty times during a single discourse. It seems
to be used with the idea of giving emphasis to
what it being said. Sometimes it is used to in-
troduce a criticism or reproof, but spoken in a
tone of voice that does not sound too friendly. I
do not know how others are impressed, but to me
the constant repetition of this salutation becomes
very disturbing before the sermon is over.

There is another point which it might be well
to caution our young ministers about. Vehemence
should not he mistaken for earnestness. The more
earnest a preacher is, and the more of the power
of the Spirit that accompanies his words, the less
vehemence is necessary. Sister White refers to
the fact that Jesus spoke with authority, but she
says that “He was earnest, rather than vehement.”
(The Desire of Ages, p. 253.)

It seems to me that when a preacher is giving
a message of reproof or correction, he should be
careful not to give it in a tone of voice that would
seem dictatorial. Instead of raising his voice to a
higher pitch, would it not be well to lower it a
bit, and speak in as gentle and kind a tone as pos-
sible? No one likes to have a truth driven in by
the force of the speaker’s voice. It was when
Elijah heard a “still small voice” that his heart
was touched.

While I am writing I should also like to relieve
my mind of another matter. There is an innova-
tion being brought into some of our churches that
seems very undesirable. And that is the custom
of having an organ accompaniment to the Scrip-
ture and prayer. When the Lord is speaking to
us through His Word, it would seem most fitting
that He should have our undivided attention; and
when the minister presents the prayer on behalf
of the congregation, the reverence of perfect si-
lence, except for a fervent “amen,” is the most
impressive accompaniment. The -early pioneers
prayed with such divine unction that no accom-
paniment was thought necessary to make their
prayer more impressive. During the Scripture
reading and prayer, would it not be far better for
the organist to listen reverently instead of divert-
ing the attention of the congregation from the
minister ?

TaeE MinistrYy of November, 1942, carried a




striking comment on this thought from the Watch-
man-Examiner, but it seems that some of our min-
isters have passed it by unnoticed.

A ReTIRED MIisSIONARY,

Shun Extravagant Statements

Evitor, THE MI1N1sTRY:

Several years ago I heard a minister make the
statement that there are twenty thousand promises
in the Bible. At a recent camp meeting one of
the brethren preached a fine sermon about the
fifty thousand promises in the Bible. More re-
cently I saw this statement in print: “In the Word
of God are found more than thirty thousand prom-
ises—expressions of love and pity.”

After hearing these statements I voiced a ques-
tion and doubt to one brother, who came back to
me with the challenge, “Have you counted them?”
To his surprise, I could say that I had done just
that. 1 started in several years ago .to read my
Bible through again, and to add interest I read
with red pencil in hand, and in the margin 1 put
a capital “P” by every verse with a promise. I
tried to watch carefully, and at the end of the
reading 1 counted up 1,496 promises. Not satis-
fied, I followed the same plan the next time
through, and that year I found 1,844. Still not
content, I took another year for the count and
found 1,975.

You see, I had a reason for doubting. I had
seen a statement in the last Bible Elder J. N.
Loughborough read through. He read the Bible
through seventy times. Those of us who knew
Elder Loughborough know how systematic he was
in all that he undertook. I therefore had a deep
Tegard for his statement that there are in the Old
Testament 3,044; New Testament, 529; total, 3,-
573 promises.

My count of 1,975 was still far short of his,
countmg every verse with a promxse as one prom-
ise. So I went through again, noting the items
more closely. This brought me up to 2,482,
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“into his sermon.

still find more as I read, for the promise-hunting
habit is pretty well fixed with me by now. But
I am not up to Elder Loughborough’s count and
I am woefully short of the “conservative” twenty
thousand!

There are, according to Elder Loughborough’s
count, 31,173 verses in the Bible. Keep in mind
the claim made by some that there are 30,000 or
40,000 promises in the Bible. Then consider that
there are 2,036 threatening items in the Bible—
curses, we might call them. Add to these over
two thousand verses that are made up simply of
names and many whole chapters that are simple
records of events, with never a suggestion of
promise. In order to have 30,000 promises there
would have to be several promises to each of the
remaining verses.

Big figures are interesting, even intriguing, but
they should be true to be quoted as facts. It is
not pleasant to be challenged regarding our state-
ments. Surely, then, we should be guarded about
making extravagant statements.

Max Hrir. [Teacher,
Lodi, California.j

On Fitting Song to Sermon

Evrror, THE MINISTRY:

One of the most embarrassing things that comes
to some of us is to have some good-intentioned
local elder or worker ask us just before going on
the platform, “What is your subject for today?”
He means well. He wants the church to sing
your sermon, or at least sing on the same theme.

I am not one who believes the opening song
must necessarily convey the same message the
preacher expects to give. To have a closing song
with an appeal along the lines of thoughts pre-
sented in the sermon seems to me much more fit-
ting.

It is not always possible for a visiting speaker
to choose his own songs. The same hymnbooks
are not used in all the churches. Sometimes the
choir has practiced hymns it would like to sing.
But when it is possible, I believe a minister should
select his own hymns, However, in doing this it -
is well to choose those that the people know.

Many ministers have spoken to me about how
they feel when someone asks them what they are
going to talk about. They don’t like it. In most
cases the information would do very little good.
A mere phrase or title, without some knowledge
of the content of the sermon, is of little value in
trying to find a suitable hymn for the occasion.

When the speaker arrives, if the hymns for the
service have not already been chosen, I think it
is sufficient to ask, “Do you have any choice of
hymns?’ One thing is certain, if the minister has
no choice of hymns, you can be sure he is not very
anxious to have someone else try to fit a song

M. L. Rice. [President,
Atlantic Union Conference.]

THE MINISTRY, MARCH, 1945 L 4 PAGE 40



e ———

THE REALM OF RESEARCH
Historical and Scientific Findings

—

“Sacred Sabbath’ in 11th Century

By Franxk H. Yost, Professor of Church
History, Theological Seminary

][N a chronicle written by a monk named Lam-

bert, who lived in the monastery of Hersfeld,
Germany, in the eleventh century, we find men-
tion of the “sacred Sabbath.” It is in connection
with an experience of a large company of pil-
grims, numbering many hundreds, and including
both noblemen and knights, bishops and priests.
They had reached Palestine from Germany in the
Easter season of the year 1063, thirty years before
the first crusade, on their way to visit the holy
places in and around Jerusalem, and were attacked
by a force of twelve thousand Saracens and be-
sieged in a town called Ramulo. Lambert tells
us that the siege lasted “all the preparation day,
the whole of the sacred Sabbath, until about the
third hour of the paschal day,” or Easter. A
translation of this interesting passage is as fol-
lows:

“The Arabs were not able to sustain the Christians’
attack at any point or fighting line, so they [the Arabs]
changed their tactics from a dxsordErIy rabble to a siege,
and undertook to overcome by starvation and weakness
those whom they could not conquer by the sword. "And
so they divided the great numbers in which they abounded
(there were twelve thousand of them gathered together)
so that reinforcements succeeded attackers in the prose-
cution of the siege, and provided for the Christians little
or no opportunity even for taking a breath. The Sara-
cens supposed that on account of a lack of everything by
which human life is customarily maintained, the Chris-
tians could not bear up long under the strain of fight-
ing. Thus the Christians fought without rest all the
preparation day, the whole of the sacred:Sabbath, until
about the third hour of the paschal day [Easter Sunday,
March 27, 1065: toto parasceue, toto Sabbato sancto
usque ad terciam fere horam paschalis diei], neither did
hostile wickedness grant them even a small point of time
in whmh to restore the body by so much as snatching
a nap.’—Annals of Lambert of Hersfeld, for the year
1065, in Monumenta Germaniae Historica: Scriptores
(printing of 1844), Vol. V, p. 169.

Eventually the Arabs were put to flight, but
what interests us is the fact that the chronicler, an
orthodox Roman Catholic monk of the eleventh
century, who has produced one of the most im-
portant and accurate medieval chronicles extant,
gives to the seventh day of the week, which fol-
lowed the preparation Friday and preceded Easter,
the title “the sacred Sabbath.” He was not ob-
serving the Sabbath, but he recognized it as the
“sacred Sabbath.”

MO R

ApvancING TRuTH.— “We must not think, ‘Well,
we have all the truth, we understand the main pil-

lars of our faith, and we may rest on this knowl-

edge”” The truth is an advancing truth, and we
must walk in the increasing light.”—Review ana
Herald, March 25, 18go.
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“It would be difficult to suggest a more helpful vol-
ume on the parish ministry than this book.”—Re-
ligious Book Club Bulletin. $2.00

THE PILGRIM PRESS

19 S. LaSalle Street.
Chicago 3, Il

14 Beacon Street
Boston 8, Mass.

CAPS ond GOWNS

Baptismal robes, choir and pulpit gowns,
uniforms, nurses’ capes. Fine materidals,
beautiful work, pleasingly low prices, State
yom-t needs. chtqloq and scmples on re-
ques

De Moulin Bros. & Co.
1179 S. 4th Street, Greenville, Illinois

. STEREOPTICON SLIDES
on the Third Angel's Message
WHERE YOUR CREDIT IS GOOD

Not made by students. Write for terms to

ALBERT F. PRIEGER

312 W. Louisiana Ave., Tampa, Florida, U.S.A.

- W PIPE-TONE
) FOLDING ORGANS

. The LAST WORD in substan-
tial, convenient folding organs.
Marvelous volume, resonance, and
purity of tone, Tropically treated.
Famous over the world for 35 years.
Write for free catalog.

A. L. WHITE MFG. CO., 1900 W. Grand Ave., Chicago

SAY you saw it in

# The Ministry *




THE RELIGIOUS PRESS

Valuable Current Excerpts

CATHOLIC RESPONSIBILITY.—“The Church of
Rome [also] fixed the birthday of Jesus Christ to coin-
cide with the birthday of the Sun God Mithra on De-
cember 25. Likewise the observation of the Sabbath, or
seventh day of the week [Saturdayl, as commanded by
the fourth commandment of God, was changed by the
Church of Rome to Sunday, the first day of the week,
which the ancient Romans named after and dedicated
to their great Sun God Sol.”—Converted Catholic Mag-
azine, December, 1944, p. 260,

OLD TESTAMENT IN PALESTINE—The Oid
Testament is now being published in Hebrew in Pales-
tine, the first time in history that a complete edition
of this book has been produced in its original language
in its native country~—JosHuA BeNsion, Jerusalem,
Palestine, in Religious Digest, January.

MOVIE-GOERS.—According to Clarence H. Benson,
one week’s attendance at the movies is five times the
number that will congregate at -churches and Sunday
schools. In the United States 77,000,000 attend the
movies each week. Of this number 6,000,000 are under
seven years old, 11,000,000 are under thirteen.—Proph-
ecy Monthly, December, 1944.

GOSPEL BROADCASTING.—Nearly fourteen mil-
lion dollars was paid out by Christians last year in sup-
port of gospel broadcasting, writes Clarence W. Jones.
“During this same time an estimated 100,000 souls were
won to Christ as a result of listening to these gospel
programs. Meanwhile, slowly but inexorably gospel
broadcasters are being pushed off the air.”—Prophecy
Monthly, January.

PROFIT FROM YEARS.—It is not the school alone
that makes an efficient preacher, any more than an ap-
prenticeship makes a perfect mechanic. It is the work
that we steadily .do that develops both and makes for

efficiency. Thinking of the minister, as he grows older
* Say you saw it in *
THE MINISTRY

CLASSIFIED ADS

Advertisements appropriate to The Ministry, ap-
pearing under this heading, four cents a word for
each insertion, including initials and address. Mini-
mum charge, one dollar for each insertion. Cash
required with order, Address, The Ministry, Takoma
Park, Washington 12, D. C., U.S.A. ~

PROJECTOR FOR SALE

ALMOST NEW 500-WATT PROJECTOR AND 150 NEW
slides for evangelistic work, All for $100. Write H. T. An-
derson, Box 1423, Spartanburg, South Carolina.

SALE OR EXCHANGE

WORKERS: HAVE YOU EQUIPMENT TO SELL OR EX-
change—stereopticon, slides, ewriters, libraries, or other

equipment? Try advertising in this classified ad section of THE

Ministry, addressing Editorial Offices, Takoma Park, D.C

PROJECTOR WANTED

WANTED: A 1,000- OR 750-WATT BLOWER-TYPE TRI-
PURPOSE Projector. C. A, Nelson, 1101 Newland Avenue,
Jamestown, New York.

he grows spiritually, and his great experience in dealing
with the spiritual problems of people makes him more
suitable as a pastor ds the years roll on. He develops
deeper sympathy and greater patience and a more un-
derstanding mind. His reading, studying, and preaching
develop him, and thinking people have a greater respect
for him and for his sermons. Deadness and length of -
life are quite different, and between the physical birth
and the physical death there is no point where it can
be said that men have reached a maximum of useful-
ness.—E. MacDonNaLD in Watchman-Examiner, Janu-
ary 4.

BIBLE FOR BLIND.—The American Bible Society
now offers the complete Bikle on records for the blind,
The reading time of the records is 8434 hours. This
gigantic piece of work was begun in 1934. The King
James Version is used. The Old Testament requires
129 records, and the New Testament 40. The cost of
making the records was shared by the Libraiy of Con-
gress, the American Bible Society, and the New York
Bible Society. These records are furnished to the blind
at a fraction of their cost—Watchman-Examiner, Jan-
uary 4.

EDUCATION IN ETHIOPIA.—Emperor Haile Se-
lassie, according to Time, is importing Negro teachers
from the United States and is planning an extensive
educational building program in Ethiopia. At the pres-
ént only 5,000 children out of a popiflation of 12,000,000
can be accommodated in the schools of the country.—
Prophecy Monthly, December, 1944.

AMERICA’S YOUTH.—To be atle to win the peace,
as well as to win the war, our youth must be physically
fit, fearless, and intelligent. Habits which impair their
efficiency in these respects must be considered as un-
American. Smoking, drinking, late night carousing, and
low moral standards are enemies of efficiency as well as
enemies of the highest standards of American young
manhood and womanhood. America must depend on its
youth—will you help?—CommanpeEr J. J. TUNNEY,
U.S.N.R., in The Liberator, November, 1944.

SIMPLIFIED TAX.~—Under the new “simplified”’ in-
come tax procedure, churches and Christian enterprises
will suffer financially unless people are instructed as to
the extra steps they must take to get credit for contri-
bution.

The new short form puts the conscientious and gen-
erous contributor to an inconvenience to obtain his de-
duction, while allowing the man who contributes nothing
an unearned deduction. Those who want deductions
above ten per cent must go to the trouble of filing the
longer form, showing contributions in detail.—Prophecy’
Monthly, January,

CATHOILICISM AND THE PRESS.—Most news-
papers maintain a strict silence on questions which
might adversely affect their relations with the Roman
Catholic Church. This is so common an occurrence
that when a newspaper breaks the unwritten rule, Time
considers it news. Such an incident was reported in
its issue of October 23, 1944. A few weeks previously
the San Francisco News printed a news item saying that
4 Roman Catholic priest with a woman companion had
pleaded guilty in a Madera, California, court to drunken
driving. In spite of two attempts by the office of Arch-
bishop John J. Mitty to get the News to kill the story,
it appeared, as did a later report that the priest had
paid a fine of $250. The result was an organized boy-
cott by the Roman Catholic Church against the paper
which dared to print the item. . . .

Only a few newspaper editors have the courage of the
editor of the San Francisco News. The majority mis-
takenly believe that if they handle the Roman Catholic
Church with gloves, they can win its favor. They seem
totally oblivious of the fact that the hierarchy is stead-
ily undermining their position in American life by the
development of its own press. Catholics are persistently
taught that only in the Catholic press can they read the
truth.—Harorp E. Fry in Christian Century, Dec. 13,
1944.
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How Your Mind Works

TODAY’S
SUCCESSFUL
EVANGELISM

demands clear thinking, calmness,
and a thorough kmowledge of the
mental processes to offset the eon-
fusion, stress, strained nerves, and
lack of clear vision and diseern-
ment so manifest about us.

by GWYNNE DALRYMPLE

is a superb handbook of men-
tal hygiene that will help
develop clear thought—man’s
most precious accomplish-
ment. You will prize this
practical study of proper
mental habits, presenting safe
methods for stimulating the
mental processes. Note these
vital topies discussed by the
author:

The Human Mind in a Changing
World

Your Brain

Of Course You Have Some Habits

How to Be Stupid

Tough-Minded or Tender-Minded?

Shaping Your Personality?

When Nerves Give Way '

What Is a Neurosis?

The Decalogue of Mental Hygiene

You need this practical help
so essential to your daily soul-

winning work. Send for it
TODAY.

ORDER from your
BOOK and BIBLE HOUSE

Durable Cloth $ 1 3 5
[ ]

Binding.
Price, Postpaid, ONLY

HOW TO

WIN the HEARTS
OF JUNIORS

To MINISTERS, MISSIONARY
VOLUNTEER WORKERS,
TEACHERS, and PARENTS:

These direct, appealing ser-"
mons for those of junior age are
designed to impress both heart
and mind. THE JUNIOR HOUR
contains a wealth of illustrative
material and prayer band outlines
especially selected for juniors.
There are thrilling stories taken
from actual experiences denot-
ing the care of God for His chil-
dren, from which practical les-
sons in character building may
be drawn. The book is designed
so that you can readily grasp the
ideas and present them in your
own words to junior groups and
gatherings.

Thirty-seven short, interest-
ing sermonettes especially for
{'uniors. A few of the titles fol-
ow:

God Answers Prayer

Faith, Courage, and
Love

If You Had but One
Wish

‘““Behold, I Have
Played the Fool”

Our Great Heroes

Be a Good Soldier

The Biggest Bully in
the World ‘

Christians in Wrong
Places

The Power of Influ-
ence

A Deadly Enemy of
Youth

Leadership for God

Place orders with your

BOOK and BIBLE HOUSE

51.25

144 pages, attractively
bound in cloth.

Price, Postpaid, ONLY
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Q?Zle yearbooé

/or 1045

To keep in touch with official data of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist denomination, all workers and
others will need a copy of the 1945 YEARBOOK,
just off the press at the Review and Herald Pub-
lishing Association. The book contains over 400
pages, and sells for $1.50 through your Book and
Bible House. Following is a brief outline of the
YEARBOOK’S valuable contents :

© A short historical and statistical summary of the
Seventh-day Adventist denominational activities.

o Fundamental beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists.

e Directory of denominational organization in the Gen-
eral Conference, divisions, union conferences and
union missions, and local conferences and missions;
official staffs; committees; worker groups.

® Territory and latest available populations of confer-
ences, union conferences, and divisions; number of
churches and membership in each field at the close
of the third quarter of 1944 for North America, and
the latest available figures for other ficlds.

o Names and addresses of all Seventh-day Adventist
educational, publishing, and medical institutions in
the world field, with the names of officers, faculties,
and staff members.

® Names and descriptions of all periodicals, both home
and foreign, published by the denomination, with edi-
torial staffs and subscription prices.

® Information giving the date and place of holding each
General Conference session since the first one in
1863; a list of the presidents, secretaries, and treas-
urers of the General Conference since its organiza-
tion; special days and offerings for 1945; calendars
for the years 1944, 1045, 1946, and 1947.

e Statistics showing number of organizations of differ-
ent classes; denominational investment; churches,
membership, and tithes and offerings since 1863; Sab-
bath schools, young people’s societies, schools, sani-
tariums and hospitals, publishing houses; Ingather-
ing receipts from the world field since the Ingathering
work was started ; General Conference appropriations;
number of missionaries sent out since 1900.

® Constitution and By-Laws of the General Conference.

L] Wo;ker Directory, giving the names and the latest
available addresses of all ordained and licensed min-
isters and principal workers holding missionary cre-
dentials in the denomination.

o Record of workers who passed to their rest in 1944.

¢ A New Feature: A separate index of workers in edu-
-cational, publishing, and medical institutions, giving
the page on which the name of the worker appears,

under the institution, and the general nature of “his
work.

The 1945 YEARBOOK will give you the latest
information regarding the various phases of the
Seventh-day Adventist denomination throughout
the world field as far as it can be secured. Many
persons were disappointed in not getting the 1044

book before the supply was exhausted; so order .

your copy of the 1945 YEARBOOK now from
your Book and Bible House.

The Book Shelf
(Continued from page 10)

necessity for continuous fellowship and counsel
with God, the glory of having good news to tell
and having been chosen to tell it. The author for
several years has taught pastoral theology in the
Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary as
well 4s serving as pastor of the Highland Presby-
terian Church of Louisville.
"CARLYLE B. HAYNES.

The Word of God and the Reformed Faith,*
Baker's Store, Grand Rapids, Mich., 1943, 221
pages, $1,

This symposium of addresses delivered at the
Second American Calvinistic Conference in 1942,
highlights the significance of the Word of God for
every sphere of human thought and activity. Its
relation to theology, philosophy, science, educa-
tion, and culture is discussed by competent schol-
ars, all of them authorities in their own chosen
field, and each of them a conservative Christian
believer as well as a scholar. The authors are
Harold ]. Ockenga, minister of Park Street
Church, Boston; Oswald T. Allis, formerly pro-
fessor of the Old Testament at Princeton and
Westminster Theological Seminaries; Henry J.
Stob, associate professor of philosophy, Calvin
College, Grand Rapids; John DeVries, associate
professor of chemistry, Calvin College; Thomas
E. Welmers, professor of Greek, Hope College,
Holland, Michigan; and Leon G. Wencelius, asso-
ciate professor of French literature, Swarthmore
College. CarLYLE B. HAvYNES.

* Elective, 1045 Ministerial Reading Course.

K X

A Well-Balanced Mind
(Continued from page 4)

ing along a road, someone told me that near by,
on a certain hill, were a large number of Seventh-
day Adventists. I was surprised at her statement
and we drove in to see about it. We did find
quite an establishment there, but its members cer-
tainly were not Adventists. Some years ago a
man from across the sea, who in his foolish pride
thought he was a prophet like Elijah, gathered
a considerable number of deluded followers. Their
writings are utter confusion. They have no light
on the Bible, and they are not in harmony with
the Spirit of prophecy. Their crude codes and
whimsical pictures lay bare a befuddled mind
darkened by unholy ambitions. They have, how-
ever, succeeded in getting money from some weak
members. The thing is really a religious “racket,”
and wise people have no part in it. These reli-
gious groups or colonies -claiming to have all
things in common, have proved to be a fraud,
which brings sorrow and poverty to both parents
and children, especially children.

We as workers should help the people of God
to shun fads and notions, and always to build on
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Loma Linda -Proteenda makes the most
delicious, satisfying toaf. Mix thoroughly
% cup diced Proteena with 2 well beaten
eggs, add 1 cup milk and season with %
1sp. garlic, 2 tsp. oil, 1 tsp- salt, 1 tsp.
grated onion, 1 tsp. Soy Scuce of Sa-
vorex. Add % cup of crumbled Ruskets
and fold in 1 cup chopped parsley. Turn
into buttered baking dish, boke in mo-
derate oven (325° F) for 45 minutes and

serve with tartar sauce.

You'll be amozed at the delicacy of this
fine-textured, new tasting, meat glternate.
Eull of rich nourishment of choice cereal

and vegetable ingredients . . . all per-

" fectly blended and seasoned 1o © tuen!

Send for recipes, you'll find many woys

AT HMEALTH AND QUAUTY FOOD STORES 1o use Proteena and other Loma linda
vegemeats.

CALITORNLA

£ &DS LII(E I IIESE, appeat lrlg T eg ulaI 1 y mn IlatIOIlal pubIICa IIIOIIS, are
h lpl g €. lInp rranc pr p dl . L
€ n to educate £ &III rica to tl 1€ orta. € C )f oper et oma

Linda Food Company i .
t i .
health—evangelisﬁ}), y is taking this opportunity to advance the cause of
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confidence and solid experience. The Spirit of the
Lord leads us in harmony with His Word and
gives us wisdom and grace to shun the extreme
views and plans of foolish people. The mind of
Christ was balanced, and that mind is our great
need today.

L S

Hints for Amateur Choir Directors

(Continued from page 16)

preceding consonant and using it to throw the

voice into the vowel. An exaggeration of the “1”
before the ak in “like” seems to produce a bigger,
clearer tone on ak. So also with the “f” in “fa-
ther,” and the “ch” in “child.” The accenting of
“m” or “n” before a vowel is particularly helpful.
The emphasizing of consonants is especially help-
ful in reaching high notes and in making them
ring clearer. Be sure to use the lips in an exag-
gerated fashion, keeping them free and pliable,
however.

If you feel there is something wrong with a
number on which you have been working, look to
the basic vowels and their preceding consonants,
and bring it to life with some judicious accenting
and plenty of feeling and expression. These
things are fundamental,

Keep a box of short pencils handy and have
members mark up the music—breathing places,
soft and loud passages, important words, etc. A
few moments spent in this way is as good as a
half hour of practice on some numbers,

Keep cool. Don’t fret and fuss. Don’t talk over
the heads of your singers with high-sounding mu-
sical terms. Be a learner with your choir. Give
rebuke, correction, and suggestion with a smile.
Be tactful! It's not hard if you #hink and #ry.
There are always some voices that need to be
checked up for various reasons. Tell the choir
that as a rule the voices that show the most prom-
ise have to be corrected most frequently. In a
large measure this is true. Anyway it supplies
the balm for the corrective.

‘When the choir stands for its special, a smile

from the director or a whisper, “Do your very
best now,” often gives the members just the lift
they need to quiet the nervous and awaken the
apathetic. Mix emotion, feeling, and smiles with
your directing. Your spirit will be contagious.
" Every director has had the experience of work-
ing on a number for weeks, seemingly getting no-
where. I have seen wonders happen with such a
situation when we have stopped right in the mid-
dle of the struggle and had a word of prayer,
asking the Lord to help us with that particular
song.

By
Mirs. Lloyd
Holbert

H. M. Blunden, Pub-
lishing Department secretary
of the General Conference, says in
his foreword to this important volume:
“We know of no one better qualified to
impart the instruction than the author and
compiler of this manual. She herself has
demonstrated her outstanding ability in this
specific field, and the student who will fol-
low the guidance of this magazine colpor-
teur’s standard of attainment will attain to
a standard in his work which will be to him
and to others a source of continual satis-
faction, and will make him a blessing to
humanity.”

MAGAZINE MINISTRY

" ONLY 50¢

ﬂis new 96-page manual, prepared
by the periodical secretary of the Columbia
Union Conference, covers the interests of the
magazines issued by all three major publish-
ing houses in the United States. It provides
instruction usually given magazine workers at

colporteur institutes, and contains canvasses -

that have been used successfully, answers to
objections, and a wealth of selling “know
how” acquired through a combination of
study and practice over a period of ten years.

Everyone interested in a larger circulation of our de-
nominational magazines will want this new manual for

HIGHER IN CANADA. ADD SALES TAX WHERE REQUIRED

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE
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THE BOOK THAT
 Blews SHhuay
e ..

By F. D. NICHOL

For long years we depended on aged pioneers to tell us what happened
in the stirring days of the early 1840’s, when God’s prophetic clock marked the
hour for the launching of the last warning message to the world. -But the pioneers
have carried to their graves their stories of the past. Today we have only a foggy
picture of the beginnings of the advent movement.

Our foggy state might not be so tragic except for this never-to-be-
forgotten fact: We claim that God raised up the advent movement in fulfillment .
of prophecy. We view the fulfilling of the specific prophecies as the proof of our
claim and as our credentials from Heaven. But we cannot long feel confident of
our credentials if the past is shrouded in a fog of dim, secondhand memories.

Long ago a book should have been written to preserve the record for
all to read. It has finally come from the press. The Midnight Cry gives the whole
story of the birth and early development of the second advent movement, the
preaching of the first and second angels’ imessages, and the genesis of the third angel’s
message. Here is an accurate history, fully documented, and prepared wholly from
original sources. But it is more than a history; it is the living, pulsating story of
the lives and labors of men who believed God raised them up to speak for Him.
You will find your own faith quickened and your own vision enlarged as you read.
The fogs of the past will disappear and the advent leaders, whose spiritual children
we are, will stand out sharp and clear.

The Midnight Cry is a Ministerial Reading Course volume for 1945.
But it is more than that. It is a volume that should be in every Adventist home.
You will have more ardent church officers, more missionary-minded lay members,
if they read this book. Newly converted members will be more solidly established
in the faith. This is a book to quicken all our hearts for the years which we must
spend on this troubled earth in the second century of the advent movement. Why
not encourage your church members to buy and read it!

560 pages, plus 21 pages of pictures. $3.50 Add sales tax. Higher in Canada.

First edition of 3,000 sold out in two ‘months.
Second edition of 3,000 now published.

ORDER FROM YOUR BOOGK AND BIBLE HOUSE
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Abvance!—Our personal study
should ever be in advance of our public presenta-

tions. There are many points that we may very
properly be exploring—including the sound expo-
sition of some of the less clear and minor portions
of prophecy upon which we do not have Spirit of
prophecy guidance or certification. These should
not be offered through public or group exposition
in our church or evangelistic meetings. Such ques-
tions need to be studied in the narrower circle of
our ministerial associates—the Bible teachers in
council, the conference workers in workers’ meet-
ings, or through persenal interchanges. The prac-
tice of some conferences in having periodic worker
meetings for the sole study of truth is to be com-
mended, if conducted in a right spirit and held in
proper relationship to the preservation of the unity
of the truth in public presentation. Ours is an ad-
vancing light, an expanding truth. The basic foun-
dations have been laid, but we should expect to
perfect and round out the superstructure, opening
new windows that illuminate, and finishing uncom-
pleted rooms. These must always harmonize with
the truths already established. They will if they
are genuine advances.

PPriaver !—Though addressed to
God, public prayer should be heard and entered
into by the people. Public prayer is representative
prayer, and is offered for and in behalf of the con-
gregation. Indistinct mumbling, or prayer offered
in such a low voice that few can hear or under-
stand, defeats one of the very purposes of public
prayer. Therefore in large places of assembly it
is just as necessary for the voice to be amplified
for the prayer as for the sermon, if such provision
is available. The difficulty in hearing a prayer of-
fered by someone in the midst of the congregation
in less formal meetings should lead us to ask the
one who prays to at least come forward and face
the congregation during the prayer.

M sxoicars —Our work will close
and our message to mankind be consummated in
the midst of unprecedented trouble and confusion,
according to prophecy. Normalcy has departed
from this old world. The old days are gone, never
to return. There may be—and we pray there will
be—cessation of the present world-engulfing strug-
gle and bloodshed. But armed control will doubt-
less continue to restrict and hamper in great sec-
tions. We must plan on fulfilling our commission
under the handicap of controls and restrictions that
will often make the way exceedingly difficult. To
this will be added religious opposition and re-

pressive coalitions. Of this we have been fore-
warned—that what we have failed to do in times
of peace and prosperity will have to be carried
through under most forbidding circumstances. We
must learn to work effectively under handicap.
We must take conditions as they are, and not-
withstanding, find ways and means of giving our
message and of calling God’s children out of
Babylon. Here is scope for skill, tact, versatility,
faith, and persistence heretofore unknown. The
loud ery will be given in the midst of earth’s final
din and confusion. Onward, then, despite all han-
dicaps!

R espoxsrrLITY I—TIt is not whole-
some for any one group to feel that it is wholly or
chiefly responsible for the theological views and
welfare of the denomination. Bible teachers, edi-
tors, and authors, and our leading preachers all
join in molding the thinking of the rank and file
of our workers. And our workers, in turn, mold
the views of our people. It is the united study of
preacher, teacher, and writer that produces the
denominational viewpoint. This is safer and bet-
ter. If one group becomes too reactionary, aggres-
sive, or liberal, others will bring balance and hold
the denominational view steady. It would be ca-
lamitous if all our views were to emerge either
from the classroom, the editorial chair, or the pas-
toral-evangelistic desk. Every need must be met,
every type of mind reached. The practical must
blend with the theoretical. Strength and unity
come from such united study and contribution.

F a11m 1—One of the penalties of
advancing years is the tendency for conservatism
to become reactionism, and for timidity to gravitate
into fearfulness. Because we ourselves have not
solved a problem or have not succeeded in an ob-
jective, we tend to think—and sometimes even to
say—that no one else can. So we incline to be-
come cynical as to possible progress, and critical
of probable advance. When that occurs, we have
lost our faith and our leadership. Then it is time
for others to take up the mantle, and to carry on
courageously toward the heights that beckon us
on, but which we may not have been able to scale.
The courageous, conquering attitude is a priceless
asset. Faith in our cause and our destined victory,
faith in advancing light, faith in our brethren, faith
in ourselves—these are priceless, ageless assets.
Let us cherish them and seek them in choosing
leadership for the various responsibilities of our
cause. L. E. F.
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